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For some of the materials of this and the 
preceding No., I am indebted to Mr. Inglis'a 
very interesting volumes on the Channel Islands. 

The next No. will conclude my work. 

H. M. 
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THE JERSEYMEN t»ARTING. 



A BUSY MAN AT LEISURE. 

There arc but too many people in London w)ia 
look upon a prison very much as tliey look u|)on 
any other building : but of such jieople few are 
from Jersey, or from any place where, as in Jer- 
sey, tlie inhabitants are prosperous, and the 
temptations to crime are therefore few. The 
family of Le Brocq had not been accustomed to 
see a sentence of death lightly received as imply- 
ing nollnng worse than a gratuitous removal to 
a. country where, wliatever otlier liardsliipe ijiere 
may be, there is no diliiculty in procuring; food 
and spirits. They had nut been accustomed to 
the language of penal justice in England, where 
" transportation " may mean nothing mure than 
removal to Woolwich, to sleep in a stationary' 
vessel at night, and rest upon a broom in the 
dock-yard during the day, in the intervals of 
being watched. Tiiey had not been accustomed 
to see convicts adjusting ilieir leg chain in the 
presence of strangers, as if it had been a boot or 
a gaiter; nor to hear ilie merriment of the dis-^ 
graced ; nor to witness ctilculations as to the 
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economy of living in a prison for a while. Te 
have aeen an oiFender after conviction was to tlien 
a rare circumstance ; and wlien snch a clianc 
had befallen, there had been a conflict of feelin 
between their extreme curiosity lo see any one i 
circumstances bo peculiar and interesting, an 
their fear of insulting the fallen. 

Durell, though a Jerseyman, had lost some o 
this feeling through the familiarity with jails whici 
was induced by hia office. The idea of deprivinj 
a man of his natural liberty, of using force tipoi 
Ihoi in any way, was aa repugnant to him &« i 
Kill be lo everybody a few ages hence ; but, th 
outrage being an actual fact, the attendant cit 
cumslancea liad lost some of their power. If i 
had not been so. be would not have pronounca 
that Aaron might go home for the night of ba 
arrest, as iiis peril was not such as could induo 
Lim to absconil. He was wrong, Aaron's _ 
for workinff on unentered premises was of beii^ 
taken before two magistralea, and sentenced 1 
three months' hard labour in prison. Wbethe 
three months, or three years, or three hours c 
hard labour, it would have been much the sai 
to Aaron, if within the walls of a prison. Befi 
daylight he was on the cold, foggy Tham 
hastening he knew not well whither, and cars 
Jittle, so long as he was out of reacb of the a 
of the law. 

Hia father did not abscond, because be bad 
wife and daughter; but never w 
perplexed bow lo choose between two dreadj 
tftaa ha Brocq. fiqant to t, Jeneyt 
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horror of a prison is Iiis repugnance to pay 
money. Having; at home but little money and 
an abundance of all that lie really wants, he will 
make any shifts with his materials rather than buy. 
He will first impoverish his live stock rather than 
go (o market to purchase proper food for them ; 
and then, liis live Btock failing, he will impoverish 
his land rather than pay for manure. Thus, Le 
Broccj's grand inducement to come to England 
having been the supposed exemption from paying 
taxes in money, he could not endure ihe idea of 
laying down a heavy sum as a fine, wliile any 
alternative remained. He persuaded himself, and 
declared to the court, that he could not raise the 
money ; and went to prison. This was against 
Durell's judgment, and in the Arm persuasion 
that Aaron would appear in a day or two, to con* 
duct the business and take care of the women. 
It seemed to him bo utterly ridiculous to consider 
Aaron's accident of working on unentered pre- 
mises as a punishable offence, ihat there could 
be no danger of the young man's being inijuired 
after when he had been found " not at home " 
for twenly-four hours. 

He also was wrong. Anna was alone wlicn 
she drew near the prison to visit her father, after 
a few days' confinement. Slie had never been 
out on so painful an errand. She walked past, 
two or three limes, in hopes that the disagreeable- 
looking people about the gale would have gone 
away and left a clear path for her : but they stood 
n long while, leaning against the wall with folded 
arms, some chatting and laughing, and others 
11 3 
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abusing the powers wilhin for keepjog them 
waiting. Before they had [lieappeared, more 
canie ; and Anna eaw that the time during which 
Ehe might ohtain admittance would pass away 
if she watted to go in alone. Noliody seemed to 
mind her, after all, and the turnkey was civil 
enough ; so civil, that she found courage, after a 
moment's struggle, to do what she conBidered 
justice to her father, and assure the turnkey, as he 
showed her the way, that it was for no crime that 
her father was there, but only for a mistake about 
a lax. The man seemed to think this no busi- 
ness of his ; and indeed there was nothing in his 
manner to any of his charge to indicate that suck 
a distinction signified at all. 

It was a great disappointment to Anna to find 
that she could not see lier father alone. Two 
persons were in the same apartment with him, 
— a dingy, close room, where it must be ex- 
tremely irksome for three people to pass the day 
without employment. Anna saw at a glance 
how irksome it really was. Nothing but the 
extreme of ennui could have placed her father 
in the position in which she found liim, — tryine 
to play at cards with his companions. SucH 
cards l such companions ! and he, ignorant as 
he was known by Anna to be of modem card- 
playing! He had borne bis part in a single 
ancient game of cards (though he prefem " 
dominoes) on the gay nights of Christmas 
New Year in his Jersey home, when the punch- 
bowl was steaming and cakes were heaped 
the hospitable board round which he bad gaUiei 
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A BUSY MAN AT LBI8URB. 5 

his family and neighbours ; but his game and 
his card-playing notions were little suited to his 
present place and companionship. It was a dis« 
mal amusement here, in this cheerless room, with 
sordid accompaniments of every kind, and two 
of the players impatient at the incompetency of 
the third. Their voices were none of the most 
harmonious when first heard on the opening of 
the door ; and when it appeared that Anna came 
to interrupt, Le Brocq's partner threw down his 
cards in a pet. Le Brocq cast away his, ex- 
claiming — 

•* My dear, what are you here for V 

** Only to see you, father. But I am in the 
way, I'm afraid,''-— looking at the peevish man 
opposite. 

" Never mind him,'* replied her father. •* We 
have time enough and too much for that sort of 
thing. Why did not you send Aaron, instead of 
coming yourself into such a place ? You know 
I do not like '* 

*' I knew you would be vexed with me for 
coming ; but my Qiother was so unhappy about 
nobody seeing you. When Aaron comes home 
But, father, we have not seen him yet." 

** Not yet I Do you mean that he has never 
come back at all V 

«' Never." 

" Nor written ? What can the lad mean ? 
Whenever he does come back, he shall learn— 
I will teacli him what- he may expect by playing 
such pranks." 

He saw by Anna's downcast eyes that she 

B 3 



liiouglit Buch tlireat«, if they could be overheard, 
were not tlie most likely fneans of bringing he 
brother back again. Tliey put her too much i 
mind of the Ecolding mother's address to her of- 
fending child, which she had overheard in thtt 
street, — " Come here, you little wretch, and let 
me flay you alive." Le Brocq added more gently, 
" You are not afraid of any harm having ha[^ 
pened ? Have you asked anybody ?'' 

" Mr. Durell says " 

" Durell ! That you should go and diagraca 
our family before that man, of all people ! What 
baa Durell to do with us, beyond getting us into- 
miachief?" 

" My mother asked him, because we thougltf! 
lie knew most about what people do wlten tHe^ 
get into trouble with the Excise." 

" Not he. He thought I should pay the fiiu 
rather than come here. That shows how mtidi 
he knows. But what dues he say V 

does not think Aaron will come back,? 
a, with a faltering voice. 
" He has enticed him away somewhere, thett,, 
Tiat should make the iad stay away t" ^^ 

' Wlien ihey run away, they get diagustej 
h the law, Mr. Durell says, and set themeelvei 
[ainat it. Too many, he says, turn to eecre| 
■■"ing, or to braving the law in some oth« 
y. And that is what we fear for Aaron." 
" Nonsense : he is safe enough with Malet I^ 
s time, 1 have no doubt. He has been ropt 
laaking there this fortnight, depend upon it." 
"e was not there four days ago, as we Icarti 
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by a letter from Louise tliia morning. We were 
3U glad to Bee tlie letter! But there is notliing 
nliout Aaron, except llieir euppoaing tbat he must 
be managing ibe business while " 

" I don't Hiinlc 1 need read the letter," ob- 
served Le Brocq, pushing it away from him. 
He was afraid of the pain of seeing what bis 
daughter might say about hia being in prison. 
" Your mother is happy for to-day, I suppose, 
now she has heard from Louise ?" 

" Not very," answered Anna, willi a tear or 
two, " Father, elie is always crying out for 
Louise to come. She seems as if she thought 
everything would be right if Louise was here. 
But 1 am sure I dare not think of it. It is 
Bomolbing to think that one of ua is safe ; and 
why should Louise be more safe than anybody 
else, if she came ? There are other snares yet, 
Mr. Durell says ; and witere no stranger can do 
anything hardly without falling into a snare, is 
not it much better that LouIbb should stay away '! 
U not il, father?" 

" To he sure. It was mistake enough for us 
to come." 

" ITien, you will let us go away again ? May 
I lei! Louise so V 

" 0, yes. Tell her that, as soon aa you hear 
of my being buried, you shall see if you can raise 
money enough to get back to Jersey ; and that I 
charge her " 

" Buried ! father." 

'{ea, I am very ill, and it is my belief that 
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I eliall <lLe here. 9o your mother is very un* 
happy r' 

" Yes : but you don't mean that you are really 
going to die? I am surR something might 
be done to persuade the king to take Bome of 
your stone-ware, if you have not the money, l' 
am sure tbe^ would let you out in tiiat way. And, 
my mother is bo miserable ! Every footstep thai* 
I am apt to take for Aaroii'a, she thinks must, 
somehow be Louise j and then she thinks of how 
proud it would make her (o Bee Louise's huab and' 
setting all right, and' " 

" Poor child! She taunts you with having'! 
no lover here ! No wooder you look for Aaron 
back ! She finds fault with you 'a<iain for sendw 
ing away poor Francois, 'who would indeed hxrti 
been a great help to us now. But no wondai' 
you look for Aaron back !" * 

" It was such a disappointment last nighty' 
father ! There ivas a soft tap at the door, just 
before we went to bed ; and we never doubted is 
being Aaron. I told him through the key-hole 
that I would open the door in ^a minute; and' 
when 1 did, it was Mr. Studley. And now IM 
will have it, from what I said, that Aaron is with' 
us sometimes; and he would stay " ' 

" Your mother would not let him in, to he 
Bure ? She would not Jet tlie rascal in ?" ' 

"She could not lawfully prevent his cominfl 

in ; but she would not allow him to stay thete. ^ 

never saw such a spirit in her before. But wS 

viJieard him outside for three hours after. If I^ 
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could have persuaded my mother lo go into the 
back room, so that he coulil nut have heard her 
cry, I should nol have minded it so mucli." 

" What ! has the fello* overheard our lamen- 
tation? I thought your mother had That 

should never have liappened if I had been at 

" Then I wish you vvould come home, father. 
Never mind the loss. Never mind the ruin, if it 
musl be ruin." 

Le Brocq answered doggedly, as he had always 
done before, that he had not the money. If any 
body had told him, when he took the business, 
that, independently of his scrape with the Excise 
Court, he should now he without money, he 
would not have believed it, after all that had been 
held out lo him about the quantity of money he 
ehould make. It was not from spending. He 
had pinclied and toiled more than he had ever 
done in Jersey ; and all to plunge himself deeper. 
If he had been out of business, dressing his wife 
in velvet, and feasting on foreign fruits and 
claret, he would have paid k'sa to the state than 
he haddoneas an employer of workmen, denying 
himself and his family, mfautime, anything be- 
yond the commonest comfotls of life. It was the 
paying several times over that was enough lo ruin 
any man. The workmen could not pay the taxes 
upon everything that they ate, and drank, and 
wore. Their wages were raised in proportion ; 
so that their mastera paid. I<joman should judge 
of his fortune by his returns till he knew what he 
(lad to pay in wages, 0, yes ; he chnrgetl these 
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Ktragesin the price of his bottles, bo that thebot 
teonsumers paid in tlieir turn : but he, as a co 
Burner of other things, paid in bis turn, in liU 
inanner; till, among so many outgoings, he hi 
mo money left. And all for what 1 To cont 
Ante his share towards the expenses of govei 
ment, which he might have paid, if he had be 
iproperly asked, at half tlie cost, and a hundrei 
^n of the pain and trouble ! 

" But you did not like that way of paying 
when you were in Jersey, father." 

" Because I was told there was a better, and 
<«as fool enough to believe it. It is the most 
«h.iiTieful hoax, the makin^r me pay as I have 

lid sinci! I came here ! You need not look so 

ightened, as if I was talking treason," he con- 
tinued, seeing that Anna was uneasy athia being 
werheard complaining of being hoaxed in state 
matters. " I am saying no harm of the kins; 
fcr he loses more than I. If I am hoaxed, ae 
ll double- hoaxed, as I could easily prove." 
.- " Could you ? Then perhaps," said Ann^ 
Umidly, " perhapa, if you told iiira ao ■" 

"Ay; I could set the case plainly enouc^ 
fcefore liim, if I could see him ; but there's m 
difficulty." 

• "I will ask Mr. Durell, and he will ask Ow 
fioard, I dare say," exclaimed Anna. '' We 
ieould say that you would not detain his majes^ 
very long, — ^not more than half an hour, fw 
liBps." 

: '■ Not BO much ; hut I am afraid that wotdd 
aot do. If you consider how many hundreds of 
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people are in prison, or otherwise ruined by the 
Excise, it seems hardly likely that the king should 
give half-an-hour to each.'* 

One of the inmates of the apartment, who was 
keeping himself awake with playing Patience with 
the dirty cards, while the other dozed, here put in 
his word. 

** If his majesty gave his time to every body 
that is injured by the Excise, there would be no 
time left for any other business; and ydu are 
simple people if you do not know that" 

** There is another thing," observed Le Brocq. 
^' If the king was on our side, there are his mi- 
nisters to convince. Now, it seems to me that 
his majesty might not exactly carry in his head 
all I might say, to repeat to them ; and it would 
be as well that he should have it in black and 
white." 

•* O, a letter to* him !" cried Anna, brighten- 
ing. " Let me write down to your speaking, 
father ; now, while I am here ; and I can put it 
into the post-office as I go home. They say 
letters are most sure to reach people when they 
go through the post-office." 

Anna laid aside her bonnet, put her hair back 
from her face, and looked round for something 
wherewith to dust the shabby, rickety table. The 
card-player picked the pocket of the sleeper of 
his handkerchief, and handed it to Anna, who 
used it without scruple, rather than that the king 
should have to open a dirty letter. But where 
was the paper ? If she went out to buy a'sheet, 
perhaps they would not let her come in agam ; 
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and her fallier liad none. The oard- player agai 
oiFered to be tlieir resource. He prujjosei to Iq 
them have a slieet of paper, and tiie use al 
ink, pen, and penknife for a sliiliing. 

" Money again !"' exclaimed Le Brocq. " 
Bnglisli go on niioing one another, even in 
wilh asking for money, money, for ever. I i 
pay away no more money, I assure you, sir,' 

" Well, then, money's worth will do as welf 
That young lady has brought sometliing fur you 
in her basket, I believe ?" 

' I have, sir. i have brought something for 
Tny father, na you say ; and for no one else. 
When we lived in Jersey, it was a pleasure to 
make nnd bake fur those that wanted it, and lo 

Fve it even before they asked for it. But what 
have brought is for my father's eating, and not 
to pay away for a sheet of paper, when it happens 
tu be his need to write a letter. Father, 1 like 
this plaee less and less for you. I did not think 
there Lad been a place, even a prison, where 
people who sit at the same table would so take 
advantage of one another's wants." 

"Even a prison 1" said the man, smiling;' 
' why, ina'nm, 1 hope you don't think the wont 
people are found in prisons? Let me tell yoL 
that those whom you would call the worst hav« 
die sense to keep out of prison. If you had 
Bved in London as long as 1 have, you would 
how a prison has lost its bad name ; as it 
ought to do, if it ia to be judged by the people it 
holds." 

" I should be afraid ii would give a bad name 



to tlie people it holds, inetead of getting a good 
one to iiself," obeerved Anna, sighing. 

" No, no. You Jersey people know nolliing 
about OUT Engliali prisons. In your island, a 
man must be a really bad man, or have done 
some one very bad deed, to get himself shut up. 
But here, what do you see 1 Almost all tlie pri- 
soners are in for debt, or for crimes against pro* 
perty, or for revenue offences. The fint and 
last are not reckoned crimes in a country wliera 
it is so difficult to a great number to keep clear 
of money entanglements and of tax-gatherers ; 
and under the other head come those who would 
not have done worse than their neighbours, but 
for such want as you do not see in Jersey. In 
our prisons, you meet more of the poor and tlie 
ignorant than of the guilty; and, this being 
seen, prisons are losing their bad name, as I 
said, among the people. You will liardly speak 
ill of them, from this time forward, your father 
Iiaving been in one, and hniidreda more as good 
as he." 

Anna saw that there must be something very 
wrong about all this. It perplexed all her notions 
about guilt and puoishmeut. She liad till now 
looked upon her father as an injured man, and 
regarded him as an innocent person, detained by 
mistake in a horrible place, and among vile com- 
panions ) and now to be told that the only mis- 
take was in her notion of a prison, and tliat her 
father was no more than an ordinary inmate, 
dismayed her so that she desired lo hear no more. 
She spread out Louise'u letter, and proposed to 
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vrJte on it in pencil what her father had to n 
the king: ; and to copy it out fair at borne. Tij 
' mrd-piayer fonnd it lo no purpose to reduce hH 
\ terms. His lirst overcharge had deprived liiqj 
I of a customer for his dingy paper and dusty inli 
' The letter was as follows :— 

" I, John Le Brocq, have something to i 
your majesty which may prove of equi 
oonsequence to us both, and to many I 
Wn sure your majesty cannot be awi 
audi harm is done by the way in which yM 
tDBJesty's taxes arc collected. I really ti;ink that 8 

3t himself to work to devise a 
for taking as much as possible from ua peojA 
and giving as little as possible of it to you tU| 
king, and hindering manufactures and trade tf 

I^e same time, he could not have hit upon 1 
deverer scheme than that of the eitcise systs 
of taxation. As for myself, I hava only to si 
liiat I would ratlier liave paid twice over as n 
aa your majesty has received of my money, tbas' 
have been deluded and cheated as I have been; 
of which, however, I beg to add, I believe your, 
■lajeaty entirely innocent, The fault is in tt 
wstem, sir; and I believe you did not make-} 
But here I am in prison. My son is gone Bwri 
Ve do not know where ; and my daugliler 1 
Wider prosecution, having (aa I will say, tfaoai| 
rile holds the ]ien) never Lad an evil thought J 
vour majesty in her life. All this is from « 
mving fallen into mistakes about taxes v/h\dt 
am sure we never made any difficulty about j 
ing. Not Jiaving been told what a large oapni 
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I fihoUld require for advancing the tax on the 
Btone-bottles I make, and for paying the high 
wages my men must have to buy taxed articles, 
I should have found it difficult to get on, even if 
I had not been fined for breaking laws which I 
defy any man to learn in a day ; and which^ I 
must say, do not tell much to the credit of those 
who made them. And how much of this goes 
into your majesty's pocket, after all ? for that is 
the chief point. I, for one, know of a crowd of 
fellows that have to be paid out of the money in 
question for spying and meddling about oar 
premises in a way that hinders our work terribly. 
One in ten or twenty, — ay, one in fifty of these 
men would be enough to collect what we should 
have to contribute, if we each knew our own 
share, and might pay and have done with it 
And these men are not all that profit by the 
plan. It affords a good excuse for making 
people give higher prices than the tax of itself 
would oblige them to give. Your majesty may 
have heard what the tavem*keepers did when a 
tax equal to twopence a bottle was laid on port 
wine ? They clapped on sixpence a bottle di- 
rectly ; something in the same way that we put 
a higher price on our stone pots, which are not 
taxed, to make them more nearly equal with the 
bottles which are taxed. This saves us in part 
from the spite of the glass-bottle makers, who, I 
fancy, were the parties that got our article taxed ; 
but it has the effect of stinting the use of them. 
Your glass-bottle duty brings you in a very little 
more than 100,000/., ^nd that on stone-bottles 

c 2 
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' in foreign mineral waters, nnd other liijuiJs XhtH 
'^uple cannot get on account of tlie duty, bM 
Vould much improve the afTairs of the shippings 
i.taU the weulth of your majesty's subjects, whi' 
^would then easily make you welcome to moi 
:tfaan the sums named above, if you could not d 
^th out them. Then the army of excisemen (wbfl 
'can hardly he a sort of persons much to youl 
Biajesty's taste) might be employed in helping 
instead of hindering others' business. Thei 
■gain, please to think of the injury to thousand 
of men from trade being cramped and put outd 
its natural order. To make soap and glass ani 
my particular article, there is much coal wanted! 
Mid for paper-making, iron machinery; and fi 
^idl, houses, and furnaces or coppers. Now, if tl 
trade in each were not cramped by the deamea 
of the article, there would be more work for thl 
woodcutter and the carpenter, for the miner aiil 
coal hewer, for the brickmaker and the shipi 
nasler, and a great number more. O, yot 
majesty may depend upon it, however niuc 
nay be said about the riches and glory of th 
Idngdum, it might be richer and more glorioul 
md far happier, if your people were allowed t 
pay to the state in a less wasteful and pemiciou 
.way; while you would find your advantage i 
it before the year was over. If you should pleaa 
to consult your ministers about this, and to ord( 
them to let me out, 1 think 1 could engage ( 
show them the difference, as far as my own Bbal 



A BUST BTAN AT'LBISORB. 17 

18 concerned : though the experiment is by no 
•means a fair one when tried on only one article. 
If your majesty tliinks of travelling, perhaps you 
jiiay manage to talce Jersey in your way ; and 
there I think you will own that the advantage of 
steady natural prices and a free trade are very 
Evident in the comfortable condition of the 
people.'* 

» 

>^ Had not we better stop here ?'' asked Anna. 
.** I am afraid if we make it longer he will not 
read it." 

Le Brocq was sorry to leave off just when he 
was about to describe his own country ; but he 
acknowledged the propriety of doing so. Anna 
just slipped in a postscript of her own. 

'* Perhaps your majesty will consider the mis- 
chief of a man like my father being shut up and 

.treated like a criminal, in such a place as a 
prison, where he can only play cards to pass the 

•day, (and that with disagreeable people,) instead 
of being industrious in his family, as he would 
wish. Perhaps this may lead you to take pity on 
my mother, who, for all her Bible can say, is 
worn down with grief ; and on my brother, who 
is a wanderer from fear of a prison ; and on me, 

'Who am in the like danger. Next to Him who 
bindeth and loosetli, your majesty is our only 
hope, — ^not only for present pardon, but for 
altering the laws, that we may not fsill into the 
like trouble again.— ?—- Your obedient servant, 

•'Anna Le Brocq.** 
c 3 
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How much of lliat letter do 'you fancy thrf 
kmg will ever read, if he gets it?" a«ked tbc 
iCard-player, smiling'. 

" It is hardly lung enougli to tire him tnuclli 
if it IB nicely cupied ; nnd ours is very good ink,* 
replied Anna. • 

" But 1 mean, do you think he will find il 
worth attending to ? " 

" They say lie used to write frequent letters i 
tis father and mother when he wob young ; am 
BO he must know that when people write a lettei 
they like to have it attended to." 

" Then, if I write to you, ma'am, I shall ex* 
pect an answer." 

" You can have nothing to say to n 
you cannot say now to my face — an opportunitj 
which we have not with the king," replied Anna^ 
quietly. She then turned lo her father, 
offered to bring him dominoes, which she thougb 
he would like better than those cards. She altt 
boped slie could borrow a book or two from tin 
iDurelU. Permission was given to try ; but sb 
■was warned that her request might be refused 1 
h was really Durell's doing that the family wi 
persecuted and distressed. She knew that t 
was so far from being the case, tliat Durell b 
■elf was under extreme vexation from an impi 
tation of Studley's, that he had allowed himself {. 
be bribed in his office by the Le Brocqs ; bn 
ihere was no hope of persuading her fatlier ya 
that Durell was not an enemy. She Bocceedei 
belter in another direction. She got leave u 
consult with her mother, and see whether th< 
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fine could not be raised. Le Brocq really looked 
and felt very unwell ; and the unlimited prospect 
of confinement, dust, disagreeable companionship 
and dominoes, was far from cheering. 

The sun now shot its level rays upon an oppo« 
site roof which glittered back into the apartment. 

'* This is just the weather and the time for 
seeing Coutances Cathedral," observed the pri- 
soner, as Anna was about to leave the room. She 
also was just thinking of Jersey, its wide views 
and pure atmosphere ; but she had said nothing 
to tantalize him who was confined in a space of 
twenty square feet. 

** You may leave me Louise's letter, after all," 
said he, forgetting what was written on the back. 
He was chafed at the circumstance, but would 
not read the epistle before witnesses. He would 
wait till Anna's next visit ; but, as soon as she 
was gone, he gave away the supper she • had 
brought him, and rejected all amusement in 
his pining for news of his blossoming orchard, 
and of the fruitful pastures of his native island. 
While he settled within himself that Anna was 
an unexceptionable daughter, his mind*s eye was 
occupied with Louise, hailing her graceful kine, 
or pacing on her pack-horse through the deep- 
est of the lanes. When he looked round him, 
he wished that it was dark, that he might fancy 
himself there. 
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The pottery business was not brouglit quite to • 
Btand ill conseijuence of the master's absence. 
Tlis women could not undertake to carry it <m 
as usual; and there tvas not money enougii 
coming in to pay the people's wages : _ but Ann« 
was on the spot to read the letters that earae ; 
was tliouglit a pity that ihe lorse siiould either b« 
sold or sland idle; and, what was more, the boy 
Brennan seemed to have gained tea years in 
Ejiitit and wisdom since he had been taken notice 
of by Durell. One of ihc workmen, who had 
been on the premises a good many years, mj 
who cordially disliked Sludley, was will' 
his best to keep the concern going, i 
Aaron should appear or Le Brocq be leleawl 
Tlie little fellow at the lathe remained, and o 
furnace was employed, just to execute the mi 
pressing orders, and preserve something of th^- 
credit and custom of the establisiiment. Nothiii|^ 
more than executing orders was attempted ; fbf 
it was very undesirable to add to tlie sh 
Anna's wish was to dispose of enough of thifi 
stock to pay her father's fine and tiie law exc 
pensea, which together made no small s _^^ 

whether from a suspicion respecting the iai^ 
dealing of the family, arising from Le Brocq'i| 
imprisonment, or from the absence of all ti^ 
parties who could push the business, nu sale^ 
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coulil be effected. Durell put her in the way of 
ativerl'iBing in the newspapers; from which 
nolliing accrued but the expense of the adver- 
tisements. Brennan exsrteJ all his ingenuity to 
embellitih his haudyivork ; but his endeavours 
brought no new customers. He was cliidJen by 
the man under whom he worked for his fancies 
about new patterns. He was grumbled at by 
his comrade at the lathe for keeping him after 
working hours, to finish some fresh device. He 
was gravely questioned by his mother about 
spending a portion of hia hard earnings in buy- 
ing some new runners which formed a remark- 
ably pretty ring-pattern for hia jars; and, after 
all, nobody bought a jar or a flask the more. 
Hour afler hour, Anna sat amidst her stuck, 
growing nervous over her work in listening for 
footsteps. Day after day, she came in to dinner, 
without any news for her mother, and almost 
afraid to meet her inquiring eye. The stock was 
offered at a low price. If sfie could have sohl 
the duly-paid part of it, her father would have 
been injured by being compelled to sacrifice his 
interest upon the advance of duty he had made 
fur his customers. As it would not sell, he was 
more injured still. He could not get back the , 
principal of this advance. It seemed as if Le i 
Brocq could not escape in any way from being 
injured by this excise system. So it was ; and | 
BO it is with all who in this country buy any i 
thing, or make any thing, or live in any less I 
lirimitive manner than Bobinson Crusoe or Little 
ack. 
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There wag another reabon for Anna bail 
IWtvouB over her work, besiJes listening in vs 
ibr customers. The afiair of tiie tea had nevi 
come to an end. From the quantity of businei 
fcefore tlie court, and^ from other circumstance 
li had been postponeH ; and one or two 
Anna's friends had tried to persuade her th 
the would hear no more of it. But slie was ti 
nnxioiiB to be easily comforted. She kne 
fitudley too well to believe tliiit lie would aU 
Bhort of injuring the family lo the utmost. S) 
ibtind tlitit she was le<rally guilty ; and she su 
fered little less than if she had been moral 
fiuilly. Day and night was the idea of approi 
mg exposure and punishment before ht "" 
were but few people, — not half-a-dozen of )i 
nearest neighboura, — who would believe in ti 
litter ignorance of the exciEe laws ; and her clii 
Sacter for fair dealing would be gone. If Aan 
bad not run away, she almost thought she ehoul 
She tould DOW fancy how people might bedriv 
to destroy themselves. The old feeling whi 
bad embittered her childish disgraces now cbi 
back upon her, — that if she could but get out 
this one scrajie, she would go somewhere win 
•he could never get into another. If she forg 
lier apprehensions for an hour in her concern : 
})er parents' troubles, they came back to plun] 
ber into redoubled misery. It may be doubl 
whether many criminals suffer so much in I 
prospect of their trial and punishment aa did t 
innocent girl from the consequences of a fiu 
tiouB transgression. They who prepare tliA 1 
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paratus for such transgression can little know 
what demoralization and misery they are causing, 
or they would throw up their task. 

She knew Studley best. She was the least 
surprised, though infinitely the most dismayed, 
when the crisis came at last. She heard her 
mother's heavy tread in the shed below, and 
could trace her progress to the foot of the stairs 
by the jingling among the wares. 

'* Anna ! Anna, child ! " exclaimed the old 
lady, out of breath with her exertions. " Here 
is Mr. Studley ! you must come down ; he won't 
leave his business* with me.'* After an interval, 
•• Anna, child, do you hear ? " 

" Yes, mother." 

** Then, are you coming ? " 

•* Yes, mother." 

" Well, make haste." 

Studley was there in his capacity of mes* 
senger. His errand was not, to his taste, so 
good as if he had come with a levy warrant, 
or a body warrant ; — a summons was but a 
poor infliction; but, such as it was, he en* 
joyed it. 

'* When must I go, sir V 

" To-morrow, at eleven. You must be at the 
court by eleven precisely, remember." 

'* And may I take any body with me, sir ? " 

"Do you mean as counsel, or merely as a 
support to your spirits ?'* 

" I have nothing to defend, sir. I have no 
other excuse than my not knowing the law ; and 
I can as well say that myself as get anybody to 
say it for me. I only mean that I should UQt 
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like to be quite alone, if tlie law allows me i 
take any friend witli m 

" 0, if you can persuade any body to appex 
with you, I have no idea tliat llie court < 
make any objeclioa." 

" Will you please to stop a moment, xir ? 
it llic same court that my brother was to haVi 
I^peared in, or some other V , 

" Bless me, what an idea ! Vou do not tal[ 
me for a servant of the police magistrates, 
■appose? It was before two police magistrate 
that your brother was to have gone i and ' 
summon you before the Excise Court of Sun 
mary Jurisiliction. There is all the diifereni 
in the world." 

It might be so; but lo Anna's ringing em 
and bewildered couiprebcnsioii they were mu 
alike, Studley applied himself to explain. T 

Eilice magistrates were, according to him, 1 
Bs awful peraonages, inasniucli as they tri^ || 
■orts of people for all sorts of oQencea ; wlij 
tiie Commissioners deputed from the Ex,c| 
Board to sit as judges in the Court of Sumnuu 
Jurisdiction concerned themselves in nothing 1i 
escise offences or complaints. They had a. vi 
deal of business to do, and sat twice a week f 
liine months in the y«ar. 

"Then I think," observed Mrs, Le Broo 
" there must be more breaking of the exci 
laws than of any other kind of law." 

"There is a great deal of tiiat sort of thin 
''Uiss Le Brocq will find lieraelf by no means bo 
'- tafy- The court settled ^veo blOuUed ctti 
"* rij "Spx, do ygu knowi" 
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" Wei!, if I were the king," bsU llie mother, 
" I had rather' go without some of my money 
tliim iiave eleven hundred of my BubjecCg brouglit 
into one court in one year, for not paying me 
properly, tlirough mistake or otiierwise." 

When Anna could think, she remembered her 
former determination to aak Mrs. Dureli to go 
with tier before the court, Slie lost no time in 
proceeding lo her house to make the requoat. 

" Sit still, Stephen," said she mournfully, when 
she saw that Stepiien waa trying lo shift out of 
sight, ns was liis wont when any of iier family 
were known to be near. " Sit still, and put away 
your meek look before me. You have nothing 
to fear from any of us, even if I held proof in 
this right hand that you had done what we 
tliDught you did. We are ruined now. We have 
no heart lo defend ourselves, or to try to punish 
our enemies." 

" Pooh, pooh! this is all about the tea. 
Tliey liave been troubling jou about the tea," 
said good Mrs. Dureli ; "and so you can see 
nothing but what is dismal tliia afternoon." 

" Indeed, Mrs. Dureli, it is too true,'' replied 
Anna, struggling with her tears. " I just came 
to ask you to go with me to-morrow morning — 
lo he at the court by eleven o'clock." 

" 1 have no objection in the world, my dear, 

but this. It might not be thought well for the 

surveyor's wife to be with you, perhaps. It 

ight give occasion for sometliing being said, l.i 

no other friend who might do you more 

lice ? " 
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Anna had no other frisnd. She could I 
ftink of taking her mother into a. place so strui 
Id her, and to see sucli a sight. 

" Such a siglil ! Why, wliat sort of BJgld 
How my huBbnnd would laugh at you, if 1 
were here ! One would think you were gold 
to be tried for some foul crime. You will I 
BorpTised to find what a simple, easy thing itfl 
after all you have been fancying. O, I will f 
with you, my dear, if you can't I 
person." 

" I do not think we need mind your bein^ 
surveyor's wife," said Anna, " when we consl^ 
how the court is made up of people that a 
Bected together. The people of this court a« 
Die ; and the people of this court summon 
and bear ivitnesa against me ; and the people of 
tiiis court judge and punish me. 1 never heard 
of such a court before ; and I cannot say I thmk 
it a just one." 

" There you are only of the same mind with 
everybody else, Anna. It is a kind of court 
which might better suit some slavish country thai 
Great Britain. Without finding any fault y""" 
the gentlemen who sit in it, one may venture t 
much. The gentlemen understand thei 
ness very well, people say ; and there is i 
convenience, in so complicated a system, in fl 
having a place where excise matters i 
eeltled speedily and cheaply, in comparison V 
what they might be under some other plan : I 
all this does not mend the prmciple of the c<n 
through which the court might, if it chosAj j 
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half tlie traders m London. It is too gre^t a 
jirivilege for any set of men to have, — thnt of 
meddling with thousands of traders in the heart 
of the empire, and taking the accusing and 
judging and punishing all into their own hands. 
There now '. there's a sigli ! as if liiey were con- 
spiring against you. If you wiil believe ine, it 
will be over in a few minutes; and everybody 
will forget all about you the moment you have 
turned your back, and a new case is called on," 

"No; not Mr. Studley." 

"Oi-yes: Mr. Sludley too; and, wlmt is 
more, you yourself. You will have forgotten 
wliat took you there by the time you come away 
again. At least, I never went there without 
seeing or hearing Eometliing that look me ont of 
myself for the whole day after." 

There was not much comfort in this; and 
Anna found the must wait till the next day to 
know fully what it meant. Mrs. Durell's next 
piece of advice undid all the little good she had 
done by making light of the occasion. She 
thought the intended visit to ihe prison had 
better be ileferred till to-monow artemoon, or the 
day after; as Le Brocq would perha|)s lose his 
night's rest in thinking about what was to 
happen in the court. This proved to Anna that 
she was not the only one who saw something 
serious in the affair. 

How should she drgsa? If she wore her best, 
it might be taken for defiance. If her every- 
day dress, (now shabby,) it might look like 
D 2 
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wishing to attract compaeaion, Mrs, Durell 4 
sured Iier tliat there would scarcely be time fi 
Bny one to note her dress ; but she did the kiiH 
est thing in inducing Anna to look altogetfae 
Jersey-like, so that her true account of hers * 
and her error might be corroborated by ' 
costume. 

'Did not your mother say kindly that Bhft4 
would teach Stephen to knit?" said Mrs, Durell. 
"Ay, who should forget old quarrels, if not such 
good people as you? And think of the benefit 
to Stephen to have such a resource! to liave 
Bomcthing to employ his hands upon in rainy 
weather, when my Jack is gone to Bchool ! It 
would be a good lime to begin this evening, I 
think, if you like to take him home with yoo. 

phen will be glad to do his part towards tbe 
forgiving and forgettinj^, I have no doubt." 

Anna saw at once what a happy thought this 
was. Her mother liked nothing so well as teach- 
J people to knit; and if a blind person, bo 
much the better ; — it took twice as long. It 
would help off this heavy evening, and Eave Anna 
from the tele~d-(Sie with her mother which sb| 
dreaded nearly as much aa what was to foUoi 

phen seemed on the eve of a yawn at the f 
'posal ; but he knew his own interest too well notfl 
■eize this opportunity of placing himself on goq 
terms with the he Brocq family ; and he consentil 
to accompany Anna home. 
- He made himself particularly agreeable, 
'fencied that he might have been more so if t.. 
would but have invited him to sing: but he 1 
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not choose to offer it, reinemt>ering where he had 
once volunteered a similar service before. As he 
could not sing, he told some of his adventures, by 
bits and snatches, in the intervals of letting down 
stitches and waiting to have them taken up again. 
The reserve of the old lady melted away under 
the glow of conscious benevolence, while impart- 
ing her own favourite accomplishment to ano- 
ther ; and Anna relented as she saw her mother 
cheered ; and the faster in proportion as she be- 
came so herself. 

^^ Nothing is so strange to me," she said, 
after a pause, when the evening was far advanced, 
'^ (and I cannot help thinking that it is a thing 
too strange to last,) how people shut their minds 
up, — how much they hide from one another, when 
tney are brought aa close together as face to 
face in water." 

*' Ay, mistress, there you have Scripture for 
its not being so for ever." 

** And other signs, too, besides that Scripture 
saying. But, for an instance of what I mean, 
Mr. Stephen, here are you sitting between my 
mother and me ; and for want of a window in 
your breast, we know no more of what we want 
to know, and of what you coukL tell us in two 
minutes, than if you were at one end of the world 
and we at the other.*' 

'^ I thought of that," replied Stephen, ^' when 
I saw John Baker standing to take his trial for 
murder, when he had been beside me, and both 
of us like brothers, for a month. There, thought 
I, stands the man, with the secret in him : and 

D 3 



so KNITTING AND UNRAVELIJXO. 

wtien }ie was questioning and cross- questioning 
one and anolber, it Bcemed a riiliculoua beating 
about the bush, just for want of a window in his 
oivn breast, as you say. But I ivonder what 
makes you think it will ever be otherwise. If 
'men were all made alike, t grant you there would 
he a chance of alt being known ; for they arc the 
fewest, I fancy, who can never be melterl into 
telling everything. I am sure when an old com- 
rade gels me beside him under a sunny hedge) 
or when Mr. Durell aurl I are over our spirit 
and water, there is nothing that in some moodi 
I can keep to myself." 

Anna inwardly wished that it might be so when 
lie was sitting between two knitters, sociably 
learning their art. 

" But," continued Stephen, " there are, ast 
always will be, men whose tasle is for seci ''"" 
There will always be men who will no more r 
ft clean or an open breast than they would 
their hearts out. ' 

" They will be read, like others, for all llii 
Anna said. " The longer men live together, i 
the more their eyes are turned upon each otl 
the more they learn to gather from si^ 
how much doctors learn from marks which signl 
nothing to us, and the deaf from counteniini 
and the blind from tones of voice, and then 
me whether, if we were as observant as all thi 
together, we might not read more of a mi 
mind than we now think of. And if we 
rtudy the make of the mind as some have leai 
to do, we may get to know of things 
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something in the way of the wise men who can 
tell US, years before, when a comet is coming, 

" Or of tlie common man who knew the exact 
spot where a lion was, miles off, before it could 
ue either seen or heard,'' 

" How was that?" asked Mrs. LeBrocq, with 
some scepticism in lier tone. 

" He saw a large bini of prey in Ihe air, so 
far off that it [seemed but a speck. It hovered, 
which showed that there ivas a prey beneath ; and 
it did not drop, wliich showed that something 
was beside the prey which prevented the bird 
from seizing it; and, from the nature of the 
country and of the bird, that something could be 
nothing but a lion ; and a Iton it was. It waa 
by putting things together that the man knew 
tliisi and it ia by putting things together that 
men will be known, if ever they are known." 

" 1 am sure it is much to be wished that they 
should be," sighed Anna. 

" Well, now, I don't agree with you there. 1 
think half the fun in life lies in men puzzling 
one another, and watching one another in theii 

" It has been the amusement of your life, we 
have some reason to think : but we have only too 
much cause to wish that hearts could be laid open 
to man as they are to God, The greatest sup- 
port that we have in God is in being sure that he 
knowsall; and if men could rend us as thoroughly, 
and be sure that they read aright, tlierc would be 
an end of our troubles. My father would be 



I 
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■een to have meant no mistake, and I to hn 
jiever had such a thought as clieating the kin) 
&nJ we slioulil know where Aaron is, and exact 
why he went awa^. It aeems to me that mt 
niake almost every sin and trouble tiiey sufl 
under ; and that it is doiio by making mysteri 
and laying snares for one another." 

Mrs. Le Brocq had hitherto looked rather ]» 
Bolemn than had been her wont since the aSi 
tions or ihe family began : but now her tea 
were falling on her knitting needles, and Stepb 
overheard a little Bob. He entreated her not 
Tex herself, and to hope that all was well wj 
Aaron, and bo forth. But this ts nut the ki| 
at consolation which will satisfy any modu 
}ieart ; and Mrs. Le Brocq said so. 

" If you would comfort me," uaid she, " you ml 
tell me where he is. How should 1 believe U 
all is well with him wlien there is the sea whi 
he may be drowned, and the workhouse where 
may find his way as a beggar, and plenty 
prisons where he may be shut up, and ana 
spread every where for him to fall into? I n« 
hear of any evil happening but 1 think that 
may be in it ; and when I pray " 

" O, mother, hush ! Don't speak so, motha 

" I say, child, — it may he a sin, but I cs 
belp it, — I have often lately in my prayers fii 
A time when 1 will despair of God's mercy if i 
boy does not come or send; and always aa | 
lime passes away, I do the same thing agnin; « 
cannot set my mind either to give him up, or' 
Jiope with any certainty to kc liim more^ 
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are a good child lo'me, Annn ; and all that you 

say about trusting is very right ; and I dare Bay it 
comforts you, though I have overheard you crying 
in the night oftenei than you know of. But for 
myself 1 say, if you wish to comfort me, tell me 
where Aaron is." 

" Well, then, I will tell you where he is," 
cried Stephen, throwing away his handywork. 
" I don't know what I may get for it; hut I can 
no more help it than" I could help telling any- 
thing to pour John Baker, when we sat under a 
hedge, as I said, and he kept all his own secrets 
while 1 was telling him all mine.'' 

Neither Anna nor her mother spoke a word. 
It had never occurred to them that Stephen could 
know more of their nearest concerns than they 
did themselves. 

" I ivill tell you where he is," continued Ste 
phcn, '' and you may trust me for knowing ; for 
it was I that helped him off, and put him in the 
way of a flourishing business. But you must 
promise me to tell nobody what I say. That ia, 
1 suppose you must tell Le Brocq, but not till he 
has engaged to let it go no farther." 

The promise was readily made, and then Ste- 
phen told that, BO far from its being reasonable to 
expect Aaron when any one approached the 
house, Aaron was far off on the sen. He was 
plyinj; in a smuggling vessel between one of the 
Cliannel islets and the south coast of England. 

" Aaron a smuggler!" 

" Yes ; and with all his heart. He had very 
little reason to like the law, while he was within 



its bound; and waa not at all sorry to get-out gf 
its bound. Would it not be just the same with 
your father, now, if he could get away? Hashe 
may reason to like the law 1 and do you think 
even he, though he is an orderly man enough, 
would hold it any great crime for a persecuted 
'man to go beyond its reach?" 

" I call it coming iviihin the reach of the law, 
joot going beyond it," said Anna, mournfully. 
" The way to get out of reach of its oppresuon 
ie to go back to Jersey ; and that is what I Inut 
dny father will do. 0, wliy did not Aaron do 
that?" 

" He was afraid of being laid hold of either by 
Ibe law oi by your father, — and Aaron has do 
taste for tyranny, either way. The open sea, with 
a lawless calling, is much more to his mind. 
While he was here, he bad no more chance for 
'freedom than a midge in a field of gossamer; 
and now, he is like a roving sea'biri), lighting 
on a rock to rest when he likes, and then away 
.again over the waters." 

" You will not deceive ua any more, Stephen, 
by your way of hiding ugly things with fine 
•worda. Tl)e plain truth, dress it up as you will, 
•ia, that Aaron la living by braving the law. Vou 
•icuow that he cannotshow himself fearlessly amon^ 
finen : you know that he comes abroad at niglii 
•because his works will not bear tlie daylighi. 
You must have taken advantage of him in his 
distress, or lie could never have thought of such 
a Blep. But I think no distress that I could ever 
fall into would make me follow jour bidding, 
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seeing how you have already deceived us to our 
ruin. O, why did not Aaron go back to Jersey ?" 

'* I wish, mistress, you would be a little less 
hard upon me. I did the best I could think of 
for your brother. When he came to Mr. Durell's 
to learn what was likely to befall him, I thought 
it only kind to tell him, as soon as Durell had 
turned his back, that there were means at hand 
for getting away, and leaving the tread-mill far 
behind him," 

'• So far we are obliged to you, I am sute," 
observed Mrs. Le Brocq. " I should not have 
liked to see my boy on tne tread-wheel." 

*' So I knew, and I asked no reward beyond 
what it cost him nothing to give. I went 
with him myself, and introduced him on board 
a boat that you may have chanced to see off 
Gorey in the season. It is all very well to go 
and get oysters ; but there is another more pro- 
fitable sort of business to be done in those seas, 
— and will be, as long as the Customs duties of 
this country remain as they are. So, Aaron was 
off with a fair wind and tide ; and I suppose he 
may now be cooling himself in a sea-cave, with- 
out leave of the law, since the law took him off 
from broiling himself beside a glass furnace." 

*• Does Mr. Durell know where he is ?* ■ 

•• He never asked me ; and, depend upon it, 
he will never ask you.*' 

•* And what was the reward you desired of 
Aaron that it cost him nothing to give ?" 

•' Only just B promise that I should hear no- 
tiling BKnreefeertain-caps and handkerchiefs that 



SS KNITTINQ AND UNnAVELLIKO. 

Tou lost, once upon a time. You will liave a 
fetter from Aaron, (when ije can Bend it so tliat 
you shalt not know whether it comes from ea« 
6r west,) to aak you, for his Bake, never lo men- 
tion tliac matter more." 

•' So you did take them ! I do believe yoH 
are a smuggler yourself," declared Anna. Tliere 
was a tremor in lier voice which showed SteplieB 
that she was more or less alarmed at sitting next 
K smuggler and a thief, 

" Don't be thinking of shifting your chair, 
Miaa Anna. My pranking days are poet. A 
cursed bitter wind, one cold night, inflamed my 
eyes, and brought me to the pass of being Bcarcdy 
able to tell bright moonlight from ])itch darii- 
ness ; and then I could be uf little use on the aeK 
I tried what 1 could do fur our company on Ixai,. 
by discharging an errand or two for them, oiM 
ta which was at your farm. But the bus and 
cry you made after me through all the islBiMl 
^iled my game ; and there was nothing for Jt 
but giving up and coming here, that I might net 
hurt those I could not help. So my pranking-, 
days are over." 

" Then you are only half blind? Where U 
OUT linen? How did you get away ?" 

" I shall tell you, because you caunot lecova 
tiie goods, in the first place : in tiie next, yovt 
credit is none of the best, just now, and would 
not overbalance my denial in any court ; and 
lastly, I consider that I have paid off my debt in 
■aving your brother. Come, come : no sighins 
over my plain-speakiug, or I gliall leave off* 
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speaking plain. I am full three quattera Llind, 
and so only one quarter a knave, I can see the 
candle on the table ; but 1 aliuuld not know you 
from your mother, except by the walk and ihe 
voice. I can see a field from an orcliard, but I 
could not have found nny way if your brother had 
not first guided me. Ah for your linen, I did 
not steal it to make money by. It is bleaching 
on certain rocks beside the sea. or worn by some 
of the Bun-humt damsels that Aaron knows by 
this time, — who can keep watch as well as any 
coast-guard, or brail a fish handily when there is 
notice that the boat is creefiing home through 
the knd-shadow. They wanted a supply of such 
things ; and I proniiBed to briiiii some ready- 
made : but 1 went to tlie wrong place. In Eng- 
land, one may carry oft' a crammed washing 
basket, and nobody thinks it much of a wonder ; 
but in Jersey, one might almost as well steal tha 
island charier, to juJge by the hue and cry that 
was made alter me. I never saw such simple 

" That comes of not making crimes of tilings 
that are innocent in themaelves," said Anna, 
]iroud of her native island. ** If it was treated 
as a crime to make soap or bum glass in one way 
ratlier than anotlier, people would soon grow 
careless of so common a thing as crime, and 
make much less difticulty about breaking the law 
whenever it suited then). They are the most moral 
people who know of no crimes but tliose which 
God has called such, and who. while they pray 
' lead ua not into temptation,' take care to add 
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aone to tliB tempUtians Uiat God thinks enough 
for tbeir atrengtb." 

" But how (lid you. get away ?" asked Mn. 
'Le Brocq. " I was awake a lonj; wliile ibat 
bioming, and I never Iiesrd you Glir." 

" Tiiat was because I was gone, I BuppoK 
Knowing that it would take me some time to 
get down to the ihore, 1 only waited lill you all 
seemed sound asleep. Tlie Ending the latch of 
the door was a lon^ job, wishing aa I did U 
make no noise. When it was done, I expected 
4o have come back again, for I made a greit 
•tumble on thu ihreahold." 

I wiali you had done it as- you came in," 
■ " i.Le Brocq. " It would have beeB 
« token to us to look more closely after yon." 

" If you had dogs," continued Stephen, '' th^ 
yiere so obliging aa to be very quiet. There ww 
lonly one creature that made a great noise, — and 
that I had no objection to, — an owl in the ivy 
•.bout your ciiimney, I could not for the life sT 
me help standing lo shriek like an owl, to kew 
.h up, 1 have often thought since how I Bt&yM 
leaning over the palings, hooting, when my ]pn)> 

Er business was to slink away. Well, wb«i t 
d got down to the brook-side, it took me boom 
time to gather the linen together." i 

" We have often wondered how you managad 
4o carry it all away." 

" It was a heavy load for some way ; bo^l 
'left the half of it on the ridge, when I was tm^ 
clear of your place, — left it for my comrade* tn 
Jfetch when I had got down to the boat, ami toU 



them where to go for it. Luckily for me, you 
had been washing a large bag " 

" My wool- bag ! " exclaimed the old lady, 
piteously. 

'* Your wool^bag, was it ? I am glad it had 
wanted washing that time. I crammed it full of 
the smaller things, and the rest made a great 
bundle tied with a coil of Aaron's cord which I 
found in his coat-pocket You remember J had 
his clothes on ?" 

This was a fact not likely to be forgotten. 

'^ I went down with the bag, and left the 
bundle just on the off-side of the ridge. The boat 
was dawdling within hail, all as it should be, 
though they had nearly given me up ; for I had 
been so long groping about that it was nearly 
time for you early Jersey people to be up and out 
of doors. Two of our comrades went up for the 

bundle, and carried 1 dare say you will not 

believe what I am going to say now ?'* 

*• Why not? "^ 

** Because in 'Jersey you are not up to the 
smuggling ways which are well enough under- 
stood everywhere on the south coast of £ngland. 
We expected that yon would do as the people do 
there ; — if your horses were found tired in the 
morning, or any convenient thing taken away^ 
look round to see what was left in exchange, or 
trust that something would come, and hold your 
tongues about the trespass. Supposing you un<<> 
derstood all this, we sent up a choice cask of 
spirits and a package of tobacco, and some pret* 
tier things for you Mies than any we took away. 

»2 
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^ese were to liave been left far fau on ths 
ddge ; but we eoon snw it would not do." 

" We sliouM never bavc guessed," said Mrs. 
JjB Brocq ; " and indeed 1 do not well und^- 
Btand it now. But how do you mean that it 
would not do ?" 

" By the fluster you made, our people brw 
that it would not do, — that you would have tu 
followed, if we left any iign of who we vrere, 
and what pnrt of the coast we had been upon, 
It was easy to Bee that you were not the folks 
who could take a hint. There were your fowls 
fluttering, and men's and women's voices shout' 
ing. and Le Brocq thumping with his great slick, 
snd one of the poor young ladies leaning her 
head against her cow to cry." 

" Did they see Louise do that V 

" Miaa Louise, was it? Yes, they saw it; 
«nd very sorry they were when they found how 
the tiling was talien ; but it showed them that it 
was time to be off. So they crept round undei 
the rocks till they could stand out among the 
lioats from Gorev, being pretty sure that they 
nould pass it ti questioned through the Thames 
and Medway men, who know something of vbtt 
must happen on the Channel waters while tbi 
Custom-house interferes between the French and 
English as it does. Now, Miss Anna, let xtii 
lave the pleasure of hearing that )-ou believe n^ 
Btory, — that you perceive that I am not a conh 
mon thief, and that you will fulfil your hrothei^ 
wishes in spxring me ail future itilusion to vuf 
Jersey adventure." 
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" I cannot help believing your story, Stephen ; 
and I only wish the King and his Ministers 
could hear and believe it ; and see how, through 
their way of taxing, a man that scorns being a 
common thief is proud of being an uncommon 
one. Yes, Stephen, you are a thief, and you 
have helped to make Aaron one. You were a 
thief towards us, and Aaron is one towards the 
Government, getting his living as he does by 
robbing the State of some of its dues. God 
pardon those that made dishonest men of you 
both ! I had rather see Aaron on the tread- 
wheel for an offence of mere heedlessness than 
out on the free waters on a gniltv errand. You 
have done him no real good, Stephen. Boast no 
more of it." 

" I swear that I have,'* said Stephen, with his 
usual good humour ; ** and I can do more : I 
can make the good extend to you. I know you 
want to get rid of some of your stock ; Durell 
told me so. I can put you in the way ; but 
Durell need not know that. It is a pity that 
your bottles, and your pretty stone spirit-casks 
should stand piled upon one another here, of no 
use to anybody, while Aaron and his party are 
bringing over liquors =-" 

" Now have done, Mr. Stephen. One might 
think you were a tempting spirit, sent to try us. 
You would sink my mother and me next, I sup^ 
pose V* 

" Not sink, but raise you, my dear ; — get your 
father out of gaol, your fine paid (for I suppose 
it will end in yotlr . being fined to-morrow) — ;— 

E 3 
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[ JpUgueonit! liere is Durell, — come for me, I 
jpippoae. Very kind of Lim to come bimBeJfE 
Always kind, I am sure ; but if he had left lue 

ftnothcr lialf liour -Not a word before bira, 

fem ember." 

" I was afraid you would find Stephen a bad 

I pcboUr, Mrs. Le Brocq," said Durell, taking up 
ibe knitting from its dangling position ovet tu 

! |ide of the table. " Offer to give Stephen a lei- 

I ^n in anything, and it always ends in bis giving 

L you a fitory instead." 

I , " That is what I have been doing to-night, 

I jadeed," replied Stephen. " But you never anw 

St people more in need of a story than tlieie 
itiB, They are as frightened about this little 

I matter of to-morrow— — -" 

' , " My wife sends her love lo you, Miss Anna," 
«aid Le Brocq, " and she has been thinking, 

' ever since you saw her, about going with you 
to-morrow ; and she has made up her mind that 
it will be against your interest, that she, a stif 
Teyor's wife, should appear with you. She addi 
^at if you Btlll urge it " 

' , ■' By no means," said Anna, quickly. " I can 
go alone. If it is God's will that I should lutve 
no friends, T trust it is Uis will tbnt 1 can do 
vithout them." 

" You will never be without friends wLile my 

\ ivife and I live," replied Durell, calmly; " but! 
was going; to add, fur my own share, that I could 

L sot tliiuk of any member of my family appearing 

L in that court as ihc friend of any ofTender. 

[ "We know perfectly well tliat you are as innocent 
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of any inteniterl offence 'af^ainst the , Government 
as iny boy Jack ; but Uie offence is real in law. 
I owe duly to the Government, and it would dis- 
grace me in iny office, it would be a failure of 
duty to appear to countenance any trans gresui on 
of the law which it is my business to enforce. 
One of the penalties of such an office as mine is 
to have to speak and act in this way to a friend, 
— to one whose offence is merely legal, not 
moral — but you see " 

" Well: you shall not go alone, Brennan's 
mother is a verv decent good woman ; and she 
is so obliged to your family for your kindness to 
ber boy, that slie will go with you with all her 

" Do not say ' with all her heart.' Say rather 
because you asked her,'' said Anna, feeling tlie 
humiliation of owing this kind of obligation to a 
stranger. 

" Nay. Hear from the boy himself, if you 
will, whether his mother is not pleased to be of 
Vie to you ; and if there is auytliing, my dear, 
that we can- do for you without compromising my 
duty, only semi for me. If you want any more 
law knowledge, I may bo able to help you, know- 
ing how liule is learned and wanted in Jersey; 
and if you should happen to falL into further 
trouble, you may look far and wide for a better 
comforter iliau my wife. Come, Stephen, are 
you ready V 

Anna's heart sank as they closed the door be- 
Jiind tliera. She and lier mother looked at on? 
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another wttbtfttf kpeMhf. Tttwf Itid iMIt h^ 
goifed«* ft'titte VStefMi*! MMgtt-tllMaVI 
but, ihiiMlig oM'j Ih^ MirftMid^ftil'llMMNtt 
thing ihey'cditid'd<»ilHurta go «6Mtb - ^ "''^^l 

J.I J # • « 1 > 
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A liAlE FOR MOTHBR HU0BAK»« . • 

• .... *• 

Do crimiiiab feel glid or ftony .Wboi Ihef tMdti 
and find it broad monifai|f, t*ro h<Hir» bafotli ttek 
exectttioiit Ar« they thankM lo htfra bMii It* 
guiled with sound sleep, or had they raliher kiM 
had broken ahimbeirs, finding, again «Ad agfcin 
that it is still darlc, or only just dawtutlgf^t 
To those who lore their beds, and dread tiheco&h 
ing of the hour of rising, and nothing trorte^ 
there is something pleasant in being thu« tep^nt- 
edly renainded that it is not time to get up ; but 
how it may be when a worse evil iaipeciaa iiai 
perhaps never been told. Anna's eX|ierieDM 
(and she felt that her case was Tery like a gofaig 
to exeeution) cdtfid not throw any light upOtt 
the matter ; for she did not sleep at all/ 

Breakfast was as much out of the qaesthm «i 
sleep. She did not petend to take afijt, -^tMii t9 
please her mother, for she had sotoetJ^iM to dii 
which would occupy her whole time tiR Mfi» 
Brennan came for her. During the nigkl kluid 
occurred to her that there could be no hMa in 
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carrying with her a copy of her father's letteir to 
the King, lest that which she had put into 
the post-office should not have reached its desti- 
nation. The employment was good for her. 
It prevented her being in quite so disagreeable a 
state of palpitation and thirst as she might have 
suffered if she had been quite at liberty for watch- 
ing the clock. The Brennans came at last before 
they were expected. 

** Your boy with you, Mrs. Brennan I Do 
you mean him to go too ?" 

" He is so very anxious, ma*am, to be of use 
to you ; and it struck him that you might wish, 
in the middle of the business, to send for some^ 
body, or to have some kind of messenger at 
hand/' 

Anna shook her head. Whom could she send 
for at her utmost need ? 

'* I wonder," said Anna, when she had put on 
her shawl, and was casting her last fluttered look 
around her, — '* I wonder whether I should take a 
pound or two of that tea with me. The gentlemen 
may require to see it." 

*' I should be disposed, ma'am," said Mrs* 
Brennan, ** to leave it to the informers to show 
the article that they complain of. It is not your 
part, I should think, to be aiding their cause.** 

Anna had opened the door of the cupboard 
where her packages of adulterated tea were 
ranged as neatly as every other article which the 
house contained. She now quickly closed it, and 
seeing that there was no further pretence for lin- 
gering, solemnly kissed . her mother and de-» 
parteu. 
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I • Aa they walked, Mrs. Brennan shoned herself 
I fo be a partisan of Atina'a. In Ihis leaning to- 
I Wsrda the defendant ahe was only like other peo- 
I Ale. Where the King is prosecutor, not paying 
I Ibr his law, the popular inclination is UBual^ 
I Igainit him ; and especially when he sues for hit 
I moneyed rights. This indicates the policy of cob* 
I Hacting instead of multiplying audi proceeding! 
I to the utmost. 
- " I am afraid the judgment will go agalnal 
you, mii'am,'' aaid the good woman, " and it it 
, the best kindness to tell you «o beforeliand. 
3%ere is little hope for you against the Kin^ 
Hpecially when he makes other people pay hit ' 
I bwyers. A gentleman that I knew was fitrtd, 
J- bOi. and the costs came to 500^. In thia cou4 
however, there are often no costs, and tlie businev 
I if 'done pretty quickly and cheaply, — whidi doti 
not, as 1 say, make it the less a pity that it should 
t have to be done at all. You are lucky, toot 
t 'Bta'am, in not having to do with a jury, aa jariii 
I Were, on excise cases, some time ago. Ma'am, 
I -the jury used to have two guineas and a diniMT 
I when they found a verdict for the Crown, luid 
I '0nly one guinea, and no dinner, when they founl 
I Ibr the defendant. You may suppose the accused 
I'aeldum got his cause." 

I ' " And yet juries seem generally to be thought 
I ^od things for the accused," observed Anna. 
I ~ "Some people consider it a great stretdi of 
I 'fmwer to do without them in excise csbm^ 
I tna'ant ; but, dear me, there would be no md •( 
I'toiala by jury, if all that are informed KgaioBt 
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Were bo tried. The court would have to he opeti 
all day from the first of January to the last of 
December, and a thousand people a year vfould 
be ruined for law expenses. Besides, they say 
that the quick judgments given by these gentle- 
men, on the mformation of their own servants, 
strike a wholesome terror into folks, without 
which the laws would not be observed." 

Anna could answer for the terror. Whethet 
it was wholesome was another question. 

How she reproached herself for her terrors 
about her own fate when she witnessed some of 
the cases presented this day in court ! She could 
have been amused at some, from tiie apparent* 
frivolity of the charges, if the consequences had 
not appeared more grave than the accusations : 
but there were others which coukl be viewed only 
with intense commiseration. 

What had Dennis Crook done that he was 
called upon to pay 4^ 15s. 4id^ 2 Dennis Crook 
was a paper-stainer, and had neglected to pay the 
duty of 2l» 7m» 8^(2., and he was therefore called 
on for the double duty in order that the single 
might be recovered, with costs. Poor Dennis 
declared that he had told the collector that he 
would pay the duty, and the costs with it, the 
first day that some money which was due to him 
should come in. It was very cruel of the col- 
lector to bring him here, knowing that he had no 
wish to evade the duty, and that the bringing 
him here was enough to ruin his business. It 
had got abroad already, and he had lost two 
customers by it. God forbid that he should 
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be so inconsiderate to the person who had 
'brought him to tiiis by not paying him to the 
Any '. Dennis could not pay tlie penalty till thit 

SierBon yielded him his due, — not 3 bit the moie 
or being brougiit here ; but that person should 
not be exposed by him as be was exposed in thit 
court, to tlie destruction of his business. If lit 
ehould never ]<ay another shilling of duty to the 
king, Uie court might ascribe it to hts difficullie) 
being laid open in ibia way, — difficulties nhid 
Wight have been gut over easily enough if tiie 
■tourt liad not stepped in between him and lai 
'Customers. — The court did not see what it had tf 
•Ho with all this. The single duty, with a aniatl 
iSncreaae fur costs, was squeezed out of pOQt 
Dennis, who went away, pulling his hat oreiliii 
eyes, and saying that this would be the sigBil 
for his landlord to turn him out of the little anf 
ia which he had carried on his business for roaof 
•years; and God only knew where he was to 
■establish himself nest. 

1 What could have brought hither that reepecl- 
iible elderly woman, who looked as if she couU 
mever in her life have broken a law or a nilel 
>Sbe came to save her son from a priaoa, if it 
tniglit be within her small means to do soi On 
ibis coming of age, she had given up to liim Ae 
wnail tenement she possessed. She had betid 
ifaave ke[it it till her deatii. lie had been sediued 
into a " speculation," and had set up a printte 
^Btill. The still and all the sjiirits on the premiaet 
•Here seized, and the mother was now here to pq 
Abe penalty of 100/. wliicli was just UalC of tbc 




little portioa she had deatinetl for her dmighter. 
She knew that it was more likely that slie should 
have to niaintaiD John than that lie would ever 
repay this 100^., for his character was gone. She 
cast down her eyes wliile she held outlhe money, 
with Sk trembling hand, and did not speak to John 
as they went away, though he lookeil as if he 
longed .ibovo everything for a word from her, 
Mra. Brennan found that much explanation was 
necessary hefore Anna could helieve that ali this 
ruin was caused by the act of distilling spirits 
without the leave of the government, 

A widow, in shabby mourning, with a babe in 
her arms, was quietly crying in a comer. She 
had sold her furniture by auction, and had 
neglected to ^et a license. She had better have 
kept iter furniture ; for the penalty swallowed up 
nearly all the proceeds of tha sale. Anna 
thought this the most cruel levy of a lax slie had 
ever heard of; fur this poor woman would not 
have sold her furniture if she had not been in 
want. To be compelled to pay for permission 
to do what was in itself a hardship, was a 
stranger piece of oppression than Anna had wit- 
nessed yet, — much as she had seen. She fol- 
lowed the widow, to make sure of the facts, and 
found that the poor woman had been on the 
point of setting up a little siiop, and sharing a 
cheap lodging with a brother: but now that her 
money was almost all gone, she could see 
nothing before her but selling fruit in the streets ; 
hut, in that case, siie must look about for some 
one who would take care of her baby, while the 
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y fiber two little ones must tramp the atreetB wilK 
f her. Lfslie had but sold Ler furniture in any olbet 
fr&y ! But her brotlier advised an auction, aad 
had, taken upon himself to he auctioneer; and 
^w could she suspect what would happen 1 
. The wonder was liow those to whom tKe publii 
money came at last could enjoy it if they knew 
flf its iteing wrung in ways like these from iIm 
ignorant, the simple, and the dislreased. The oH 
and obvious question recurred, — why not aak ^ 
' nation for the money that is wanted, inalead of 
I filching it ? Why not settle openly how it is U 
be paid, and take it directly, as rent is taken, or 
«B contribuliona fur any other object ate col^ 
iected? Surely no objections to thitt aimpla 
method of taxation could long stand when iwi 

treat nation of buyers and seilera had nnct 
lund the comfort of natural and regulax prices 
iof wages not arbitrarily and uselessly raised^** 

I ihe luxury of being rid of the opprevsion of 

I LGustom -bouses and Exciao courts, and of tht 
tplague of a spreading host of revenue tpM. 
Xittie could be said of the dignity of the cirouii^ 

' ifltances out of which the State funda arise bv am 
«ne who had seen others of the cases wbicli "Atnoi 
iWitnessed, and which really amused ber, and -W 
gulled her of het apprehensions for a timo. 'It 
seemed ridiculous tliat the king shoulil, by ,1^ 
officers, be seriously complaining of being iiijiiwij 
by one man selling pepper without a licowi^ 
and another removing wine without a psnMlk 
«nd a third having more brandy in hia c«UlB 

1 4luia be declared h< had, and a fourth itaving iuh 
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under a certnin strength among his stock, and a 
fifth forgetting to keep an entry-book, and a sixth 
tying up his pasteboard in a wrong way, and a 
Beventh having neglected one night to put down 
how much black tea he had sold in small (]uan- 
tities. It did not seem very dignified in any 
govemment to concern itself «nd worry its 8iib- 
ject» about such matters as these. Anna coukl 
have laughed once, when the mention of black 
tea brought her back to a consciousness of her 
own awkward predicament. 

What she liad seen had much abated her 
horror, however. She was able, when called 
upon, to say that she found she had committed 
an illegal act, but that tihe was not the least 
aware, at the lime, that she was doing anything 
improper, aa was shown by her offering some of 
her llioni leaves to persons who were passing 
tlirough the field. She could not think it very 
kind of those persons lo pass by without givhig 
her warning of what she was doing. She saw, 
to be sure, that they looked grave upon her ; 
but how was she to know why, unless they told 
her ? In Jersey they would not have treated a 
stranger so. 

" And pray do they make tea of thorn leaves 
in Jersey ?" asked one of the gentlemen. 
■ '' Very rarely, because tea is ao cheap there 
that it would not be worth while ; but anybudy 
may do it that likes. I should not have thought 
•f doing it here but for the dearness of tea ; an ' 
I never could have supposed that the custom < 
the country was first to render tea so dear as t 
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< tempt UB to make it for ourselves, and then (o 
punish UB for so tnakinr; it ; — a thing we shotitd 
never otherwiae have tliought of." 

Studley, on whose information, supported by 
nitnesseg, the whole proceeded, smiled mail- 
ciously, anil s^d that tiie young woman ahowed 
what family she belonged to by her enmity to 
Ae Excise. It went in the family; her brolbw 
}iaviug absconded to escape an excise charge^ 
«n<i her father being now in prison in coiH 
sequence of one. This statement made tbe 
expected impression. How could the gentlemen 
do otherwise than think ill of such a family of 
delinquents ? Studley followed up llie matter by 
declaring what trouble the Excitie liad with Uu 
Le Brocqa. There was no other set of peo|^ 
that he had had to watch so closely ; no otbn 
premises that he had been obhged lo enter M 
often. 

- " It is very easy to watch people, Mr, Studley/' 
^id Anna, " without showing that ihey have doDS 
wrong ; and entering premises by day and nigbl^ 
treek after week, does not prove that anythiog 
Kmiss is found there." 

" It answers another purpose, if I may say 
BO, gentlemen,'' interposed Mrs. llrennan. " If 
an excise officer has a sjiite against a family, 
Sothing is easier than to take away their charac- 
ter by Irequent search, which I believe is what 
Mr. Studiey is trying to do with this family. I 
wish, gentlemen, that you would ask Mr. Studley 

[ what he has found in any of hia searchea from 
day that Mr. Aaron (vent away." 
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** Impossible,'' said one of the commissioners. 
<* We have nothing to do with the character of 
these people; as you, Studley, ought to have 
remembered before you entered upon matters 
with which we have no concern. The charge 
^as admitted. That is all we have to do with.'* 

Studley was ordered to recover a fine, — ^ 
flmall one, for the gentlemen saw soniething •f 
the nature of the case, — and to destroy or see 
destroyed the adulterated tea. Anna humbly 
listened . to tlie unnecessary admonition not to 
repeat the offence, and then begged the gentle- 
men to let her father out of prison, where his 
health was suffering materially from the confine^ 
ment. This kind of petition must be sent to 
the Board, accompanied by a medical certificate 
of the state of the prisoner's health, one of the 
gentlemen was informing her^ when Studley in- 
terfered to allege that Le Brocq was well able 
io pay tlie fine>---better able than a hundred 
men who had petitioned the Board in vain for 
their release. 

'* If that be the case," said a commissioner, 
who had a little attention to spare from the case 
whi6li his colleagues had now called on,— ^''if 
that be the case-— Is it the case, young woman f 
Tell me the truth." 

** If jny father's stock could be sold, he might 
pay," Anna declared* "but nobody comes to 
buy ; and nobody will come now that Mr. Stud* 
ley has taken away V)ur good name by following 
us for evil as he has done." 

^ He must do Jus duty. -I . can liaar no com* 

F 3 



F»4 



i MATE FOR MOTHER HUBBAHl), 



{laintE against liim for doing his duty. If lie 
as given you cause of complaint, you can hare 
tedresB by applying in ihe right quarter." 

" But, Bir, what can I do about the fine ? My 
mother and 1 are willing to work night and day 
to raise the fine, if we knew which way to lun» 
ourselves : but there seems to be so much danger 
in employments here that we are afraid to beffA 
any new ones," 

" 0, any one will tdl you the law, if it is tbit 
you are afraid of. What sort of employment 
were you thinking of?" 

" My having been asked for so much of mj 
own tea made us think of selling tea and gro> 
ceries : but I have seen people fined to-day fat 
selling pepper without leave, and having tobacco 
)D a private room, and forgetting to set down il 
night what they sold in the day, and also foi 
finding that they had more on hand than lliey 
had given an account of. 1 should be afiraid, 
flir, to sell groceries.. But there is another tfaisg 
that was partly put into my head, and partly 
thoughtof by myself, owing to our havingagreftl 
quantity of duty-paid bottles unsold. My 
mother and I have ahvays been used to m^ 
cider, and some kinds of sweet wine. There is 
talk of a great deal of ginger wine being likelj 
pt he drunk this year, for fear of the cholera, 
^e might make it at little risk, ns ginger is ta 
I cheap an article, and we have the hotiles." 

■' Well : you can but try. Vou are aware, 1 
suppose, that ginger is not so cheap here as you 
.can get it in Jersey ? Ginger pays duly here." 
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" And sugar is taNed too, and so ts your littla 
Tiialter of spirit, ma'nnn," interposed Mrs. Bren- 
iian. " You must not go to work, reckoning 
tlic cost of aU your materials at wliat you raight 
get lliem for before you came here," 

" She may easily learn llie prices of things," 
said llie condescending commissioner; "and 
tlien she has only to take care lo give in her 
name aitd place of abode, and of her rooms and 
iilonsils; and [o renew her license (which will 
cost two guineas) every year ; and to give notice 
when she intends to draw off Iier wine ; and to 
be careful not to send it out in less quantities 
than a wltole cask containing fifteen gallons." 

Anna looked dismayed, and asked, 

''And siiould we have anvlhing to do with 
Mr. Studley in tliat case, air ? " 

" If his superiors find that lie has reason for 
suspicion, lie may enter at any hour, provided lie 
takes a con^ble, at night, He may also break 
walls and pull up floors, if he believes that any- 
thing improper in his line is concealed there; 
but you would be careful lo avoid dangers of this 
kind, and get yourself visited daily, according to 
law, to obviate suspicion." 

" Everyday, air ! " 

" Yes i if you make wine. If you only retail 
it, once in twenty-eight days is nil you are sub- 
ject to ; and the annual license for mere retailing 
is only a guinea, the notices and entries being of 
the same kind required of makers. Jf you com- 
bine the two- — " 

"1 cannot, sir. I dnre iii.it, Vuur genllciuan 
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would be bringing me up and fining me once a 
treek, sir." 

" 0, you could not get very deep into any 
BCtape, I assure yoa; tlie state gets only between 
two and three tljousanit pounds from all the sweet- 
wine makers in the kmgdom. There are four 
*ho pay less than 1/. a year, and no more than 
six who pay ahove 100/. ; and only twenty-threfi 
aiakera altogether. Even the retailers are under 
nine hundred in number. It is an insignlGcaot 
concern altogether." 

" To the king, perhaps, sir ; but not to me, if 
I have to pay tax upon what my wine is mode 
of, and a tax for making it, and a tax upon tb4 
bottles that hold it, and a tax for selling it ; and 
If I am liable to be watched and tormented by 
Mr. Sludley, or men like him. I think, sir, the 
government might really give up such a vexation, 
n it brings in bo little — so very little." 

" And employs a good many people lilte Mr, 
Studley. at a hundred a year,'' added Mrs, Bren< 
iian. " I think, ma'am, you must give up yoM 
idea of making wine." 

' "Yes, indeed," replied Anna. " Perhaps, air, 
as it is for the king' s sake that I am prevehlSd 
getting money for my father as I otli^wisj 
Blight ; and as you are one of those who managi 
tteae affairs, you will not refuse that this letWf 
Khould go to his majesty. It is from my fathefi 
Or, copied by me, and asking no charity At bS, 
but only consulting about what is best for both." 

The commissioner was unwilling lo let euc)l t 
teuriosity escape. The letter was wafered, bO thtt 
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le could not ask to glance Ilia eye over it. He 
iifouid fain keep it, but did not like to deceive 
.he poor girl with false hopes. Anna wati pleaaed 
:o see liim hesitate. Studley stopped liis laugh 
)f ridicule. Mrs. Brennau cotild scarcely refrain 
rom nodding triumphantly at him. The com- 
niBsioner turned from them to say a few words 
o his colleagues, so that Anna could not see his 
ace. He soon returned, quietly saying, — 

" I am not Bure that I can get this letter into 
,hc king's hands ; but you may leave it with me ; 
ind if your father cannot pay his line by this day 
veuk, you may come here again, and we will con- 
iull upon his case. Studley, the fine to which 
.his young woman has made herself liable is re-. 
nitted. It is dearly a case of remarkable igno- 
ance. The adulterated lea must be destroyed, 
if courae. You will see to it ; but treat her 
jently, if you please." 

The commissioner then explained to Anna that 
dl who were discontented witli any decision of 
his court might seek redress in the Court of 
Appeal, Anna found it difficult to understand 
exactly what was mcint. The only clear idea 
>he carried away was that nobody ever a])plLed to 
bis Court of Appeal ; so that most people began 
o wish that it might be done away as one of llie 
iselesB burdens of the Excise. She was sure 
.iiat she should not be the next person to appeal. 
I'he court might be done away for anything she 
md to say against it. Its being seldom or never 
ipplied to seemed to show that the court she was 
low in was thought to conduct its buainees well ; 
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but it appeared to her that it would be » happy 
thing; to sweep away bolh, and all excise juriv 
diction whatsoever. 

" Where is Brennan ?" asked Anna, when ibit 
ftnd her cumpaniun had made tlieir low cuttRiei, 
and turned round, with lightened Learti^, to go 
•way. 

" He was off some lime eince," Mrs, Brennan 
replied ; " to run and tell your mother how inMi 
tera were guing, I dare say. They bave bMfi 
Bierciful to you, ma'am ; and I give yoti joy," "f 

" O, Mrs. Brennan, 1 think 1 never wilt drerf' 
anything again. 1 have o^en eaid so hetoilf, 
finding what I moat dreadsd come to a yiM' 
Kttle, I never was so frightened in my Ini 
before ; but I really will try never to be ablA 
•gain." 
■ She spoke a moment too soon, 

" And what do you want with US pray, Mft 
Sludley ? " inqiured Mrs. Brennan, perrafvfng 
that that person walked close to Anna, as if Bl 
regarded her as more or less in his ctistody. 

"Going to discharge my duty," replied Studltf. 
" The adulterated tea is to be publicly deatroyedi 
you know, as bad books are burned by the com* 
mon hangman." 

" Publicly ! " repeated Anna, in consternattoDi \ 
"Where? How?" 

' " In your father's yard. There cannot be « 
more convenient place for a bonfire," 

" Do you mean to burn the tea in sight of all 
*he neighbours?" 

" That depends on whether tliey choose 16 ' 
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look. I shall certainly not try to hang up any 
sort of blind/' 

" I wonder at you, ma*am,*' said Mrs. Brennan, 
^* that you go on asking him questions, just to 
give him the pleasure of making sharp answers.'' 

Anna sud no more. She was thrown back 
into her former state of trepidation. It was as 
much as she could do to walk straight. Mrs» 
Brennan seemed to think it a waste of time (or 
perhaps she considered it bad for Anna) to keep 
silence for so long a space. She began talking 
of her boy, and fished for a few compliments 
for him ; but her companion seemed strangely 
pareless of what she was saying. 

*^ What a smell of burning 1" Mrs. Brennan 
exclaimed when they drew near the pottery-yard; 
All three looked round for tokens of fire ; and 
Studley observed that one might have thought 
the furnaces w^re all employed, as they had been 
in his time. Smoke was coming out of the 
window of the kitchen, and even oozing from 
under the door. Anna really believed that the 
place was on fire, and exclaimed accordingly ; 
when Brennan put his head out at the window, 
and Mrs. Le Brocq opened the door. Both 
seemed terribly heated, and made a djsplay of 
scorched cheeks which would have done honour 
to a Christmas fire. It was evident from their 
looks that nothing was the matter. 

'' Let me in," said Studley, in a voice of au- 
thority. ** Clear a space in the yard for the fire. 
Boy, call the workmen (if there be any now-a^ 
days) tQ clear the yard. for the burning; and if 
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nobody is on the jiremiaea, fetch some of tlri 
neighbours." 

" VVIiat may you be pleased to be goin^ to 
burn ? " asked the buy, bribkly. 

" My tea," faltered Anna. " Conie_ tliis WM 
Mr. Studley, and I will shciw you the cupboan 
where every grain of it is ; and if you bave aaj 
kindness in you, you will be quick with the JM^ 
anJ finish it before llie neighbours can gubcf 
about us. Mother," continued she, as she en- 
tered the kitchen, whose atmosphere was raptdlf 
dearing, " what have you been about ? The 
bearth is piled up with ashes as high as the grale, 
and the grate is heaped half way up the chimney; 
and you look ready to faint with the heat anit 
the vapour," 

" Mistress won't mind it, since we have get 
done in time," observed tbe boy, cheerfully ; lai 
then he began humming a tune. Studley b«l 
meanwhile advanced in slow dignity to the jAait 
which Anna had indicated tu him. There «H 
nothing in it. While be took an astonished 8ll^ 
vey of the shelves, Brennan went on from fail 
humming to singing, and liis words were sotnc 
that every child is familiar willi, — 

^* Aad wlien the Came there, 
The cupboard was bare, 
Aud H> the poor iog had none." 

"The poor dog, ha, ha I" repeated Mrt 
Brennan, laugbing. " And so the poor dog had 
"^one \ So he put his tail between hia legs, a&d 
alunk away, 1 dare say. Did not he, my dear? 
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Studley waa now obliged to do Boniething veiy 
like tliis. Tlie boy had been quick. The moment 
he heard the tea condemneJ to destruction by 
the court, be ran with nil speed to discharge 
Studley's erriLnd for liim. The last packet of tea 
was smouldering when he heard Anna's excla- 
mation that there must be a lire somewhere. 
Studley would have Mrs. Le Brocij's tea-caddy 
brought down ; and he fingered and smelled the 
contents. They were perfectly unexceptionable ; 
and nothing remained Tor him but to go aivay. 
He felt to his back-bone the slam of the door 
behind bim, and to the bottom of bis soul the 
eignificance of the buzz of voices that came 
through the open window as he passed it. That 
Anna should escape thus easily was the la&t 
thing he had designed. And wiiat au impudent 
little wretch that boy was, to be insulting liim, — 
30 lately his superior at the pottery, — with his 
nursery rhymes ! All day, Dotliing would slay in 
Studley's head but 

" The cupboard was bare. 

And 90 ibc poor dog bad none." 



Chapteh IV. 

FRIEND OR FOE ? 

ThoL'gh Anna's adventure in the court had 
ended much less unpleasantly than she had 
exiiectcd, she had no Strong incliuation to appeal 
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■ upon tlie scene again. The words " this d^ 
I week" were for ever on her mind; and hour by 
, hour she revulved the pOBsibilities and improba- 
Uiities of her father being able to discharge ilie 
£ne within the time specified. The first day 
passed over pretty well. Her mother and slie 
■ were fuli of the salisfaction of her own escape. 
Gn the second day, they consulled about advcr- 
tuing their stock again, and wished they hiul 
done it yesterday. Anna went to get tlie 
Durells' opinions; hut nobody was at homii 
except the maid, who could or would gii 
account of her master and mistress, and wat 
ever civil in her manner. Nigiit came berm 
the question of advertising or not advertising 
settled; and the next morning, Mrs. Le Brai|' 
teemed rather disposed to have an aiK^oD. 
which the stock, the household furnituro, 
the pottery business might be all sold togethoi 
bo that the family might be off for Jersey At 
moment Le Brocq aliould be released. "" 

was alarmed at the idea of an auction, 
some difficulty or dnnger about thi 
Mr. Dureli had oReied to assist her with 
knowledge of excise law, in all cases of need 
and once more she sought him. This time Xhe 
Durells were at home : but the maid scarcely 
opened the door three inches, and was positive 
that her master and mistress could see no person 
whatever, even for two minutes. Jack's £ks 
»as visible for an instant, peeping uitdM ikt 
n^d's arm ; hut, on being spoken to^ I19 Af 
•ppeued behind Lee skirts, and would notilrt 
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persuaded to show himself again. Mrs. Le Brocq 
was more bent than ever on having the auction 
wJien her daughter came home bringing no 
opinion af;ainBt it. She had got a glimpse of 
the prospect of seeing her Louise again, nnd lind 
much to say tlist liad been said oflen before on 
the hardship of not having seen poor Louise ever 
since the first week of her marriage. W'lio 
could tell whether, if this auction should go off 
well, siie might not, even yet, be with Louise 
before her confinement? She was not sparing of 
her reproaches to Anna because she would not 
begin her preparations this very evening: hut 
Anna would do nothing without consulting her 
father, whom she could not see till the next 
nfternoon ; and so the third day passed without 
progress being made towards paying the fine, 
and there was every prospect of the fourth 
elaping without any further advance than the 
formation of a plan. Her motlier hnrried her 
kway, when the time drew near for her visit to 
her father ; and so did her own inclination ; 
fliough she hardly expected that the prison-doors 
would he opened any sooner on account of her 
impatience. Her mother and she had heller 
have been more reasonable. She had not been 
gone more than four minutes, (and she had to 
wait ten at the prison gale,) before a stranger 
Arrived on business. He came from the Board 
of Excise, on a little affair which would be easily 
transacted, — over in a quarter of an hour; there 
WM no occasion to trouble any of tiie family 
lurtlier than just to show him the way to tha 
Q 2 
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Btuck-room. His people were behind villi Uie 
cart ; and he had desired them'to be as quiet u 
possible, and give no trouble. He was an excite 
officer, come for tlie purpose of levying the fine 
fm which iVIr. Le Brocq was now impriaoneiJ. 

Nothing could exceed the old lady's consterM' 
tion. Her first idea was that it would be politic 
to carry herself high. She therefore declaiej 
that she could not think of admitting a sttanj 
on any such errand, Mr. Dure II was I 
gentleman they always employed on this kind 
occasion. 

The officer half smiled while he explained that- 
it was the Board, and not traders, who were said 
to employ officers on excise business; and ibf. 
^ard must choose what officers it would send on 
particular pieces of service. He was aivare that 
Mr. Durell was an inlimate friend of the family ; 
but Mr. Durell would not be seen by them on 
this occasion. 

"And now, ma'am, here come our people. U 
you will just show us the way, as I said, we will 
not trouble you to stay. You may trust the 
■ffair to me. I have orders to be conaideralei 
and you shall have no reason to complain. I will 
look in upon you when we liave don?, and leav* 
with you the order for release, which you will 
allow me to wish you joy of.'' 

No such thing. Mrs. hs Brocq saw no joy U 
the affair. Here was Studley: there was iht 
cart with another attendant ; and her ImsbanA 
beautiful jars and filterers were being liandd 
iato it, to be carried ofi^. She declared sIk 
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would appeal to the neighbours. She would 
raise the neighbourhood. 

" Let me advise you not, madam. I have 

desired my men, Studley, be more quiet, will 

you ? 1 have desired my men to make no dis- 
turbance : and, if you make none, the neighbours 
will take us for customers, and you will be 
spared all disagreeable remarks. Be quick, 
Studley !*• 

Mrs. Le Brocq loudly exclaimed that they 
might well desire quietness when they came like 
thieves to carry away her property. They had 
good reason to fear being mobbed ; and mobbed 
they should be. The officer quietly and civilly 
showed his warrant, and cited that clause of the 
Act which provides that aU persons who oppose, 
molest, or otherwise hinder any officer of excise 
in the execution of his duty, shall respectively, 
for every such offence, forfeit two hundred pounds. 
The cood woman dared do nothing worse after 
this than turn her back upon the trio and their 
occupation, and shut herself into her house. 
There she sat, rocking herself in her great chair, 
and not even knitting, when, in less than a quar* 
ter of an hour, the officer tapped at the door, and 
requested admittance. At nrst, she would not 
hear ; and when she dared be deaf no longer, she 
became lame, and made him wait, on account of 
her rheumatism, as long as she possibly could. 
It gave him pleasure, he said good-humouredly, 
to deliver to her the order he held in his hand, 
his little business being now finished. Her hands 
were too busy, as she pretended, fumbling under 
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ber apron, to be at liberty to take the note. SI 
DBde him carry it back to those that sent it ; ai 
when he dedined doing tliis, she sullenly nodded 
towards a table where lie might lay it down, 
^e obeyed orders, touched his hat, and departed. 

Slie was still rocking herself in her great chair 
jrhen Anna returned. 

" 0, mother, what lias happened now ?" cried 
Anna, seeing that inalters had gone wrong during 
her absence. "Mother, speak 1 Have the 
Jlxcise been upon vs again ? " 

" To be sure : canrj-ing oif all we were going 
to sell by auction. They want to put me into 
prison, too. I shall never sec Louise more." 

" O, mother, did Ibey say so?" cried Annii 
Hnking into a chair, " 1 hope, at least, th^ 
will put you beside my father ; — and me, too," 
the faltered, as tl[e idea crossed her of her being 
lefl alone on the premises, her parents in prisOD. 
and the DurcUs, from some cause, inacccsaible. 
*' Mother, how could they have the heart to idl 
jou that you must go to prison? Was it 
Btudley ? I suppose it was Studley. And wheOi 
iholher ? "Wlien " 

Her mother let her go on tormenting herself till 
the frequent repetition of the question *■ when V 
compelled her to admit that nobody had exactly 
said that she was to go to prison. But the] 
could mean nothing else by robbing her of 
that she liad left. By degrees it came out 
Studley had been very quiet, and in fact liad 
Whing at all; that if he had, it sliotikl 1 
ieen the worse for him; that the officer 
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was set over him would not soon forget his visit, 
for Mrs. Le Brocq had shown him, when ho 
offered that bit of paper (lying on the table there) 
that she would not touch with a pair of tongs 
anything brought by him. 

Without the intervention of a pair of tongs, 
Anna took up the paper. Minute after minute, 
she stood with it in her hand, her mother not 
condescending to take any notice. She leaned 
against the table, and again began to ponder it, 
the intent of the whole proceeding opening upon 
her more and more distinctly. 

** I could wish, mother," said she at length, 
** that the gentleman had asked you to read this 
paper, or had told you something of what it 
means, that we might not seem to the Board to 
be ungrateful. As far as I can make out, — ( 
am pretty sure, — our fine is paid, and my father 
may come home directly." 

Mrs. Le Brocq was in due amazement : but, 
when she had taken out her spectacles, and rea4 
the order for the release of her husband, his fine 
being paid, she comforted herself about her own 
manners by observing upon the improbability of 
her receiving any civility from the Excise ; and 
that, after all, there was no occasion to thank then) 
for letting her husband out of prison, when they 
had done him such a wrong as ever to put him 
in. She now found that it was possible for her 
to get as far as the prison ; a thing hitherto not 
to be thought of Anna would gladly have left 
\ her behind, so impatient was she of every mo- 
^ ment which must elapse before her father could 



know of iiis release. Her niutlier was terribly 
long in getting lierself ready fur lier walk ; ana 
such a walk Anna iiad never undergone, except 
in a dream. At last liie moment came when the 
door of llie well-knoira apartment was opened 
before her. 

She had hitherto seen her father only at an 
bour when she was expected ; and then he wu 
always sitting at the table, or pacing up and dutm 
the loom. She now found him lying at leugtli 
klong a beneh, hia face resting on his hands. 

'• He is ill !" cried Anna, preaaing forward. 
' " Far from it, ma'am," said tlie man who had 
offered to sell her a sheet of paper. " No wone 
than usual, ma'am, That is the way that ht 
spends most of Ids time, except when he is ex- 
pecting you ; and then, who could look doleful I' 

Le Brocq had started off his bench on hearing 
Anna's voice, and siiaken himself, to get rid of 
liis sloth or his emotion, wliichever it might ht 
that kept him lying there. When he saw his 
wife, he was sure that something remarkable h^ 
happened; and most probably of a disaatroui 
nature : for Mm. Le Brocq's leading taste, neil 
to knitting, was for telling bad news. He wm 
not sorry, however, to findthat good news would 
serve her turn when tliere was no bad to be iiaJ, 

It is surprising how people get good mannm 
without teaching,— some very suddenly, on par- 
ticular occasions of their lives. I« Brocq luJ 
been considered by liis prison companioni i 
under-bred, qhurlieh sort of person: but noi 
WHS full of courtesy, from the moment ha V 
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t1iat he was going to leave them. He houed 
lliey would find the improved apace and air tliey 
would have in consequence of Ins absence a great 
advantage. He sincerely trusted that nobudy 
else would be jiut there to intrude upon them as 
he had done. He was flaltere*! at the groaning 
eigh and melancholy look with which this was 
received, not suspecting the nature of tlie regrets 
felt by his comrades, — regrets after the dominoes 
which he had not forgotten to pocket, and after 
llie relief they had enjoyed fwm the irksomeness 
of double dumbie, if they played whist at all. 
They would now have willingly buried in oblivion 
all the faults of his playint^, for which they had 
often pronounced him to his face incorrigibly 
stupid, — all would they gladly have forgiven and 
forgotten, if he could but have stayed to save them 
from double dumbie. But it could not be. Lb 
Broc<] waa on the point of saying that he should 
be very happy to see them if ever ihcy should 
chance to be travelling near his place in Jersey ; 
but he remembered in time what was due to his 
family, and what had arisen already out of the 
visit of one questionable personage. He was 
Borry now that he had beguiled some irk- 
some hours with exact accounts, perhaps too 
tempting, of his farm, and of his mode of life in 
Jersey, with all its advantages ; and when his 
prison-mates asked what he meant to do with 
himself now, he gave an answer implying an 
intention to remain in London,— nut a little to 
the dismay of his wife and daughter. 

He seemed, when he came out, to be suddenly 



Bmitten willi LonJon. Brcnnan was wi 
outside, with a smiling face. He had i 
thinlting he might carry his master's clothea 
Le Brocq was sure there waa no such pla 
London tor having little services done foi 
almost before ^Du can wish for them. — The 
crossed one of the bridges. Heally, he bel 
there could be no such river in the world i 
river in London ; and he defied fttiybpi 
match St. Paul's aa he saw it now. — Wi 
beautiful sunny evening it'was ! How tlie sm 
tered on the water! His wife, who was p 
and blowing, wished it was not so hot ; 
Anna ventured (o bint that he miglit pe 
think the more of these things from having 
shut up so long. For her part, she liked a 
of the sea better than any river. Thia Iiint ' 
her sober father into an ecstacy about a atr 
the sea ; notwithstanding which, it waa sUl! 
cult lo get him off the bridge. Wlien tW 
accomplished, however, the ahops and can 
did as well ; and a bunch of fresh flotven 
greengrocer's made him"mentally drank, j 
winking him now in tlie best mood for frieni 
paused when they came lo the turn which 1 
Dureira house, and proposed that they shoi 
round, and tell their friends the good news, 

"Ay, to be sure," replied her father. 
would be a pity to go home yet, — sui^"' 
evening as it is." 

Brcnnan observed that he could i 
something' more, now he was so near ths i 
If Miss Anna would trust liim with the bt 



c 



FIUI'NI) OR FOK i 7i 

lie would step on with the things. Anna gave 
him also the key of the house-door, and asked 
. liim to see that the kettle hoiled by the time she 
• should arrive to make tea. She saw by her father's 
, countenance that the very words were delicious 
^ to him, and he owned as much as that nothing 
^ gave such an appetite as the fresh air. 
^ *'' But I am sure Mrs. Durell is at home/' said 
^ Anna, when the little girl once more declined 
-^ letting anybody in. ^' I saw her cap as I passed 
^ the window. Tell her, my dear, tnat if she is 
^ offended with us, we wish she would tell us why j 
^ and, whether she is offended or not, I should like 
to see her for two minutes, to tell her something 
that I am sure she would be pleased to hear." 
The little girl looked behind her, and Mrs. 
■ Durell appeared, thin, and anxious-looking. She 
' cast a glance up and down the street before she 
^' Bpoke, and then merely said that there was no 
quarrel ; that her husband was ill and out of 
^ spirits ; she would thank them to be so good as 
" not to come in now ; and as soon as she could, 
] she would call in upon them, or send to know if 
^^ Anna could spare her a quarter of an hour. But 
jjiX^ot now. 

^_ *' We could not now, Mrs. Durell. Here is 
^^ l:3ny father — going home with us to tea, you see. 
. "We have a great deal to tell you ; and perhaps 
jT /We shall have but a short time to tell it in. You 
niust come and talk with us about Jersey. But 
X am sorry Mr. Durell is ill. Is it only just to- 
'clay ? or has he been ill long ? " 
» V *' ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ enough to make him ill these ten 
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davs. Gud knows what will become of 
But he liHS done nothing wrong, Anna, 
will believe me. Good bye, my dear. I 
tell you any more now." 

" Poor Mrs. Durcll ! " sighed Anna, 
left the door, " I wouiler what liaa haj 
now. I am sure it is something very t" 
But I knew she could not have quairelli 
us," 

" Poor woman ! " said Le Broeq, compla 
"This evening would be hardly the t 
quarrel with us, however it might have 
while I was away. They will keep < 
terms with UB now, I dare say. Poor . 
She looks very pale. She looks as if si 
been shut up. She cannot have been mu 
of doors lately, I fancy. Ah, ha ! Here w 
near the soapery. We are near home now. 
is the great ladle still ! Vuu have let th 
stand, 1 sec." 

"I hope it will stand there long after ' 
gone out of the way of the soapery and tl 
lery, and all the places here," Anna venti 
say. 

What could be the reaaon that they con 
get into the house? Brennan was npl 
and the door was locked. On looking tl 
the window, the clothts-bag might be Bee 
the fire was blazing, so that he had certain) 
home. What could have become of him 
key ? It was impossible to be angry will 
body this evening ; so Anna found a seat 
mother in the yard, and she and her faUii 
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to the rear to look at the river from the wharf. 
There was so much to see and admire as the 
boats put off and returned, so much wondering 
bow that wooden-legged waterman would manage 
to keep his footing, so much speculation as to 
whence such and such vessels came, and whither 
they were going, that tea was forgotten, after 
all, till Brennan came running to tell them that 
it was ready. 

** There, now ; this is what I call comfortable,'* 
declared Le Brocq, as he entered the parlour, and 
saw, not only tea, but a pile of hot cakes and a 
jar of flowers. " How in the world do you get 
such flowers here ? They might have grown in 
a Jersey meadow." 

" They seem to me the same that you admired 
in the shop as we passed," said Anna. ** And 
I know the pattern of the jar. It is one that 
Brennan has been making after his own fancy." 

Le Brocq could not but have thought this jar 
a very beautiful one, in any of his moods. This 
evening he was disposed to pronounce it the most 
elegant that iiad eyer proceeded from any pot- 
tery ; but Brennan modestly disclaimed this. It 
did not come up to the one that put the idea of 
this into his head, — one that he had seen at the 
British Museum. 

** Bring the other one that you made after 
this/' said Anna ; who explained to her father 
that there was one other jar which Brennan him-r 
self thought superior to this ; and that a third 
had come off the wheel this morning which was 
likely to be the best of alL These jars were all 
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the boy's own propertv, as tie bad paid hj extrl 
work Tor the clay and tlie use of tlie apparatus. 
fha boy did not bring the second jar, fin the 
good reason Ihat it was no longer witliin reurb. 
He iiad parted with it to the green-grocer for 
the flowers, and money enough to buy these hoi 
buttered cakes. 

' It was dillicujt to make ihc boy eit down li) 
table near his own flowers; and then be wnt loii 
iiiodest to be easily persuaded to taste bis ou^i 
takes. It was nol fur iiimself that he got them, 
lie said. 

"Did you ever get anything for yourself?" 
Anna inquired of him. 

" 0, yes, ma'am ; many a time." 

" What was the last thing you got for JOW* 
■elf?" 

"Some new runners for' the jsra. If jr«| 
please to look, ma'am, this here is a new patten 
quite." 

" If you had a great deal of money, irhit 
would you do with it ? " 

" I would belong to the Mechanics' Institutloiw 
knd learn to draw; and then I might get Itie 
^ze, — a good many guineas." 

" And what would you do with those guineas. 
—help your mother, or marry a wife, or ivhat?" 

"I would get some marble to cut. Marble 
h very dear, they say ; but I «aw a good niary 
marble things in the British Museum." 

Le Brocq, always ready with a word apainil 
Burell, wished he had taken the boy nnywlitre 
but to the Bntisli Museum, if lie must medilk 
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with liim at alf. He had heard the proper place 
to take boys to for a holiday was Sadler's Wells. 
If he had gone there, Brennan would have bad 
no extravagant notions about getting marble, or 
anything else that would come in the way of hia 
being a good potter; and he reminded Brennan 
that the Scripture told of a potter at the wheel. 

Anna looked at the jar before her, and won* 
dered whether it would have been produced if the 
boy had been taken to Sadler's Wells instead of 
the British Museum. 

" You had better be a journeyman potter, boy," 
said Le Brocq. " You may make money by in- 
forming against your master, if you w^tch him 
closely enough/* 

Brennan coloured indignantly, and only said 
he should like to cut things in marble, because 
the excise had nothing to do with that, he be- 
lieved* When the marble was once paid for^ 
duty and all, there was no more meddUng from 
anybody. 

** You had better go with us to Jersey, then, 
if you don't like thd excise ; and -there you will 
be free of the customs too. There you may 
get what you want, without paying even duty. 
You had better go with us to Jersey." 

Neither Anna nor her mother attempted to 
conceal her delight at the mention of going back 
to Jersey ; whereupon Le Brocq put on a grave 
countenance of deliberative wisdom, and, pre- 
mising that he had no wish to exclude so discreet 
a boy as Brennan from hearing what he had to 
eay, went on to declare that his conscience hod 
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long been uneasy about uncle Antln 
Anthony, He could not approve ol 
displeasure going so far as to deprii 
BOii of his father's flourishing business, 
ing it to comparative strangers. 

" O, father, that is the best wonl 
said since uncle Anthony died!" 
Anna, with clasped hands. " That is,' 
tinned, recollectin)^ that she bad utteret 
of extraordinary freedom, "I have w 
long while, that you might bethinking i 
of how wi! came into this business, an 
it did not rightfully belong to another.' 

" One could not see in a day what 
legacy it woidd prove," observed I 
"and'l have no doubt that, ihougli it 
actly the thing to suit us, it will be as fi 
nesa to those who have been brougl 
taxed country aa uncle Anthony aai 
Uncle Anthony did very wrong in leavin 
property from his only son. The won 
have been if, being so bequeathed, t!i 
had prospered. The proper thing to 
to find out where ihc young man is, ai 
directly to him to come and take possf 

"And if he will not come?" eait 
Brocq, dreading delay, 

"if he will not come, he must disp 
business in his own way. That is hia 

"Then you do not mean to wait t 
hear from America ? I am very glad, 
Anna, ;_" It would take some mouth 
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all about tho giving, up theproperty, as the owner 
is so far off. I am very glad you do not mean 
to wait,*' 

*^I cannot think of waiting for him ; or any 
longer than to settle two or three little affairs. 
Brennan, what has been done about those bottles 
that are to go abroad? that large order for 
bottles, you know." 

*' They are almost ready, sir. We have been 
doing our best for them with the few hands wo 
have : and they may be got off this week, if you 
so please^ sir." 

*^ Very welk I shall just finish that and ono 
or two others of the larger orders before I dato 
my letter, and make an auction of the furniture ; 
and then write my letter and be off." 

*' Of this furniture?" said Anna, looking round 
her. 

"To be .sure. Then this boy's mother, or 
somebody, will either come in, or agree to look 
after the place till the young man arrives or 
writes.** 

*' But,** said Anna, timidly, " if the business 
is rightfuHy his* are. not the orders and the 
furniture his too ? I thought we should have to 
pay him, if he requires it, for using his right so 
long." 

Le Brocq muttered that he ought rather to b^ 
paid for all that he had gone through with the 
pottery business, though he could not fix the 
payment which would compensate to him for 
what he had suffered. But he had no doubt, as 
be said before, that the young man would make 
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a fine tiling of it; and the young man bIiouU 
bave it, 

"Then we Bhall go very soon indeed, aliail 
we V aaiJ Anna. " Brennxn does not Uke W 
bear ua say bo," 

The boy did indeed look grieved. He wu 
too modest to interrupt their deliberations with 
the question what was to become of bim ; but it 
waa struggling in his heart. Perceiving him 
just about to give way, Annn asked him to sa 
whether it was a dog that waa making a Uttk 
noise against the door. Before he could get U> 
the door, there waa a sliout which informed then 
that it was not a dog but a child. Jack Duiell 
waa not tab enough to reach the knocker, and 
he bad tried pushing and tapping ia vaJn ; to 
now lie shouted, 

"Father aays you are to come directly, and 
hear the damned bad treatment the people have 
given }iim." 

" Hush, my dear! huah 1" cried Anna. " Tlitl 
is not the way you should ask ua to go." 

" Tliat waa what father bade me tell you,— 
tlmt you are to come directly, and hear " 

" Well, well : we will come. Did your father 
mean all of ua, or which of ua !" 

"Vou are all to come directly. Father Mji 
every body shall know." 

" 'Tis hia lum with theae fellows now, 1 
Buppose," Le Brocq observed, looking ralbtt 
pleased than otherwise. "Come, wife." 

Mrs. Le Brocq was still sipping Ler tea. Al 
she cast hei eye over the table, and saw hof 



lem[)ling the remnants of the cakes looUetl, she 
felt a diataBte to moving away. She sent a long 
apologetic message to the Durells about being 
very tired after the agitations coiiBcquent on her 
husband's release, 'and was left behind, much to 
her own satiafaclion. 
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How strange it h that the inanimate objects 
witli which people Eunound themselves appear, 
even to strangers, to put on a diilercnt aspect 
accoriling to the mood of those whom they 
surround. It is quite as much the case with the 
scenery of a liouse as with that which is not 
filled and arranged by the liand of man. The 
natural landscape varies in its aspects from oilier 
causes than the vicissitudes of clouds and sun- 
sliine. There may be a human being silling in 
the midst, through eympathy wilh whose moods 
the observer may find the noon sunshine oppres- 
sive, or may feel his spirit dance with the brook, 
or carol with the birds under the murkiest sky. 
An infant's glee at the lightning may almost 
make the ihunderstm'm a sport ; and the full 
moon may shed no light into the soul of ont: 
who is watching with the mourner. So it is 
with the arlifici at scenery of our houses. There 
are ague-fits of the spirit wUeu tike crackling fire 
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itnpRris no glow of mirth : and the coldest and 
dingiest of apartmenta ini»y, when illumiaated 
witli happy face;;, put on gometiiing of th« light 
and warmth of a palace. Diirell's dwelling had 
always appeared to Anna a very cheerful one.— 
with the employments of an active mUlreea and ft 
willing maid; Mary's work-liag on the table, at 
its contents scattered nnder a chair, as it miglit 
be : Jack's toys heaped up in one corner ; draw- 
ings hy the hands of many fair friendB hung 
round the room ; and Durell's flule lying with 
his music books and a few of the poeta on tbs 
book siielvea. Thus were t!iey arranged thi» 
evening ; and there was a email clear fire, and i 
sufficiency of hght; and yet the aspect of lbs 
apartment struck as deep a sense of gloom on 
Anna's heart aa the scene of her fatliert 
imprisonment had ever done. The children 
were not there; Mary keeping hy Betty's side in 
the kitclien, officiously helping, in order to escape 
being called to her work in the parlour ; and 
Jack slinking away as soon as his errand wu 
discharged, to look for Stephen, he said. There 
were only Mrs, Durell, hovering about hef 
husband, with a countenance in wliich there wu 
as much terror as grief; and Durell liimself, in 
his easy chair, looking so wasted, and evea 
decrepit, as to make the Le Brocqs doubt, fut ■ 
moment, whether he was the man ihey came td 
see. Anna did not attempt to conceal that sbs 
was shocked, and asked Mrs. Durell why shs 
hail nut sent to their house for aid. 

Her husband's illness had come on bo rapidlT. 
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slie said, that she had scarcely known what to 
do: and he had been so unwilling to see any 
person whatever I Besides, it was only within a 
few hours that he had sunk to what they saw him 
now. Every ten minutes lowered him ; and, 
notwithstanding what the doctor said, she did 
not know how to disbelieve her husband when he 
declared himself that he was dying. 

•* His eye is not the eye of a dying man,*' 
said Anna,-— the only consolation she could 
give. '^ Unless it has lighted up with our com* 
ing in—** 

'* It is not so " replied her friend. " His eyes 
have been as blight as diamonds all to-day; and, 
I think, quite unnatural. O, my dear« if you 
could help me to find out what should be done 
for him His heart is quite broken——*' „ 

She could not go on. 

*' I was afritid, by the message he sent— ^^ — " 

*' O, my de^, that was nothing to what I 
have seen him -go through. If you had been 
here when he threw himself on the floor because 
they told him he would never be allowed to serve 
the king or his country in any way again ; if 
you had heard his prayer for those he must not 
serve, you would not wonder at his being as you 
see him now." 

" I am sorry to find you looking poorly, sir,** 
paid Le Brocq, feeling that he was making a 
stretch of complaisance, but having in his mind 
something about not trampling on a fallen enemy« 
'^ I suppose these excise devils have been 
plaguing you as— — as— ^"^ 
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'* Perhaps, as you «ra to faotrBifr^ Mn^I 
you had better leave telling «§ thut tUl'M 
tiaie.** ./.:*: 

••Na!<^ cried bSiftnclfevlRt^Mitite. ^ 
tell you, andJiwil^ «riiat'thelr<«iMlMig|6s 
llie first was that my i>asin^s8 mta^'^b'm 
not to ihMki Md tiiat,' WbaleMV taliy<:faM 
nypMtisi^lMtaeiit^tiiMl (ali«di«m'' tfii 
preitf mttstftgi id a lree«lxMm'ia«Ql - ^^nMi 
out of what I Bald at. the ielcctiaiif wheeptt't 
not vote-vand of nly 4kfetidiiig4» MftanfMI 
your house." us,;.: i -« 

"''O, dear t thiria^ gveiit |lty^^ >' - 

^Not At all n jikfi ^ 1"4m^ tefj 
tyilablift I said there, i I amioaljr iMty^^ai 
as they are), that they did ait htw t 
electioii aflhir beibi» thiea mtadli ^in$re'«y 
Why? — Because then they^could halTtt 
worse with me* thai! aendiftg Ws H tepM 




power, — williout any boily Biippoging any thing 
but tliat 1 died, as oilier people die, in Uieir beds." 

'■ But you will not die yet. You are ajmos* 
[I young man. Vou must not think of dying 
yet." 

" Only with a hope to live," interposed Anna, 
to wlioiii it WHS painful to hear people tol<l thnt 
they must nol thiuh of dying. 

" Hope to live !" exclaimed Durell, contemp- 
HloubIv. " What should 1 hope for ? Tlie only 
pronpect that could ever have tempted me to 
make myself one of their vile crew, they have 
olighted and blasted. They took care I should 
know, after that eleetion businefls, that I should 
never rise any higher, — that tlie beat I had to- 
jxpect was to be graciously allowed, — in return 
ur promising not (o think, but to be silent and 
>bedient, — to go on being a king's spy and ■ 
nider's tormentor for life,— to keep my wife and 
liildren aiive with scanty breail soaked in the 
ears of my degradetl and broken manhood. 
riiis is what they offered in return for my 
irumiaJng not to think, but to be silent and 
■bedient." 

" They little knew whom they were speaking 
3, indeed," observed Anna. 

'' Did not they know they were speaking to a 
lan ? There are some men tlmt would sooner 
ra.tc\i an ant-hill than a hidden distillery, and 
(lat think of a Inrk'a nest when they wake in the 
lorning, and are apt to be looking out after the 
t.ira when they should be asleep : and there are 
thers that arc never so Iiappy as when they are 
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■melling out Soap, and sending a panic befbn 
them. The ruleis have nothing to do wilU thew 
men's different tastes, as long aa the poet and the 
meddler botli do their wurk. But both tliei^ 
and all between them, ate men : and it ia a fool 
crime to strip them of their sight and that 
Btreogtti, — of their reae on and their will: andii 
it be true that the service they are on requim 
such outrage, it only follows that the seiiice 
itaelf is foul. If it would but pleme God tt 
restore me my strength for a little while, I nooH 
find a way yet to pull down their despotism upM 
their own heads." 

He made an effort lo rise, but the growt 
Beemed unsteady beneath his feet, and he mit 
down again. 

'■They have struck me a deepM- blow 6^1.' 
said he, " or you would not see me as I an 
Tliey have believed in my dishonour, o 
information of a scoundrel. They believe ll* 
you have bribed me." 

'* That was the reason why my husband couli 
not think of seeing you before : the only reasoV 
Mrs. Durell was in haste lo explain. " Buliti 
over now. They have turned him off, on wki 
Nt. Studley said ; and now they want him to b 
thankful that he is not fined 5U0^. Thank Gt 
we have dona with liiem, I say. We shall tl 
able '■ 

" We have not done with them. We lU 
not be able," cried Durell. " The hotuidf 
hunt me out of my rest wherever I may cbca 
to seek it. They boast that they coa. Tbaj gjl 
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me notice that if ever I mnke an attempl to 
serve my country, they shall bring out their 
evidence to prove me incajiable of ever holding 
any office or place of trust uDdei the king." 

" But if they cannot do it, Mr. Durell ?" 
sug^geated Anna. 

" Tliay cau. Ay : you look surprised : but 
they can. I never forgot my honour. I never 
took a bribe ; for you know that your Jersey pie 
and ale were no bribe. But tliey can prove 
against me some tilings wliicb they can no more 
pardon than J can pardon certain of their prac- 
tices. If a base wretcli joins a better man in 
evading the latv, and then turns traitor, lie is 
excused and rewarded : but if a man with a 
heart in his bosom gives a friendly warning to 
the careless, or passes over tlie first oSence of 
the widow that toils fur lier little ones, he is 
under ban, and can never again serve his king. 
Such tilings they may prove against me." 

" I doubt whether you may not still serve the 
king betier than you have done yet," observed 
Anna. "I cannot cull it doing the king any 
service to make the people hate their duty to 
liim, and to teach tliein to deframl him. People 
ahould love their king very strongly, for instance, 
to wish to yield him their cheerful duty tiirougli 
ail that my father lias undergone in paying 
his taxes. If you do not collect the king's 
money any more, there are other ways of doing 
him service, which must be open to such a man 
as you are. Whatever makes his kingdom a 
more honourable and a happier place ; whatever 
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malces Ilia subjecls a bettor or more cotiteniej 
people, i«, in my mirw], a true and faithful aarviei 
of tlie king." 

" That is what I have be^n Baying," observed 
Mr«. Durell, 

"And what was iiiy answer?" aaii) W 
huBband : " that not nU that the wisest and t)i« 
most Irue-hearted of the people chii ik> to ptv 
mote science, and public and piiwate moralitf, 
can make any Btami against what these " 

" Pray do not call them names," entreated 
Anna. " They aie men, — men said to he of 
honour and principle, whose lot it is to adininisWt 
a had syatem whicii they did not make. Do nul 
let us blame them till we Bce that they take no 
pains to alter that which they cannot approve." 

'• Well : call tlieiti men or devils, or what you 
will. They adminiuter a system which is eiiougll 
of ilself to keep ua back in knowledge and ut 
till all the world beBidea has passed us, and tod» 
worse for our morals tlian all our clergy cin 
cure. I can prove it. As for knowledge, onlj 
look at the paper tax, keeping hooka and ne*i' 
papers out of the reach of those who want them 
most, and Blinting the class above tliem of theif 
fair share of that which God has given ef'Tf 
man as free a tight lo as to the air of heaven. 
As for art, — when was tiiere a nobler triinrpli vl 
jtihan when man fixed a yellow star out ahurt 
the Bea, to gleam on the souis of thousands ol 
tenipcst-tost wretches, like the gospel llisj 
trusted in, and to give tlie wanderer Jiij W 
welcome home V 
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' " Indeed we can say tliat," said Anna. "Such 
a )ii<ht tliroiigli the fog waa the beat sight Wfl 
snw in nil tlie sea, in coming ; and [ never iiliut 
iity eyes to sleep now but I could fancy I see 
that light, hoping to pass under it before long." 

" Weil; there might now be a light far belter 
timn thai, or any light that yet hangs above tha 
eea ; a light that would ihine through the thickest 
fug, like a morsel of the copper sun that rlsea 
on an October momiTig, — a light that would 
save thousands of poor wretches that must now 
go down into the deejis with the moans of tlieii 
orpljnned little ones in their enra : and this liglit 
Bc may not use," 

"Because of the excise?" 

" For no other reason. Glasses of a new 
coiistruelion would be required for the light- 
liDuses : and this new construction is not such as 
is set down in the excise laws. No glass-maker 
dares venture it, and the only hope is that wo 
may get some^foreign nation to do it for us." 

Anna thought it was a poor way of serving 
the Iting to drown Ins subjects, and employ 
foreigners to work upon discoveries made at 
lioiiie, — and all under pretence of taking care of 
the money of (he state. 

" This is only one instance out of manv," 
Durcll declared. "Ah for what I said about 
morality, I know of cheats enough to fill a jeal 

. "A jest-book!" said his wife, in a tone of 

remonstrance. 

, " ^*y, my dear, it is their fault, not mine, ifj 
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ivhen tlicy have Bharpciicd wits to 
witty clieata are laughed at as good jolcSB. 
year, a very good joke was spoiled. TlM 
who made it laughed in their sleeves as la 
it went on ; and when it came out, every 
else laughed, the excise and all, thou; 
crime is really as great as robbing th« wi 
her mite, since the widow's mite must 
make up for the fraud. There is no d 
soap in Ireland ; and some cunning Englii 
who had made soap without paying tht 
packed it up for Ireland, got ^le drawbi 
2SL a ton, just as if tliey had paid the dul 
sent it off, smuggled it back agun, pae 
afresh, got the ilrawback again, and sent 
and again smuggled it back ; and so c 
times over. Now, for the idea of tliis cl 
llie lies that were lold, for tba false oai 
were laken in carrying it on. and for tlie 
a sordid crime into a joke, the excise is . 
able. And this is what the excise da 
morality." 

" And this is ihe way the money of the 
is managed," observeil ha Brocq; "vrrt 
from the honest working man with on»: 
that it may be given away to the fraudujeni 
trader with the other!" 

Mrs. Durell had been well ]ileased at I 
the conversation had taken, seeing that, W\ 
husband's attention was occupied with ma 
detail, he resumed more and more of hi 
countenance, voice and manner. There 1 
fierceness in bis eye, less effort in hLs : 
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and he sat almost upright. But] Le Brocq 
spoiled all. 

I : ^' I cannot but ponder a( you, Durell, especially 
as you are a Jerseyman, that you, knowing the 
■ystem io well, should bave. left it to the gentle- 
men to turn you out" 

* *^ Wonder at me !" said Durell, after a pause, 
during which he could not speak. ** Wonder at 
me ! Why don't you curse me and loathe me for 
being an abject wretchy for the sake of my 
children's bread ? I thank God for taking their 
bread from them before my eyes, if it teaches 
them to despise their father and their father's 
business." 

: ** O," husband I " cried M fs. Durell. 
^ ^^ I mean what I say," he continued, with a 
^ forced calmness of voic6 and manner. '^ I am 
( going to leave them — to leave them in your 
^ qharge ; and I command you to bring them up 
^ in horror of everything that is dishonest, and 
^ vile, and cruel ; and if you bring them up to 
abhor everything that is dishonest, and vile, and 
g eruel, you must bring them up either to forget 
JL their father and his employments, or to despise 
; bim for being so employed. I- give you your 
. choice, and only pray God that I may hide my- 
self in my grave before either comes to pass." 
"Don't listen to him. Don't believe him," 
1 cried the wife, burning first to Le Brocq, and 
then to Anna. "You see he is not himself; 

you see he is talking like " 

' <* Like a man who is waking from a morning 
* dream/' said ber husband, whose excited senses 
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caught looks and wonU which were not intended 
for him. " I am not drunk, Le Browj. thougii 
I have no riglit to complain if you fancy me so; 
iLad I am not mad." 

" But angry, — very angry," Anna ventured to 
interpose. 

" Well ; if I have been angry, it has nothing 
to do wilh what 1 am goin^; to Kay, which » 
about you and yours, Le lirocq, with wliom I 
have no cause to be angry. I am like a man 
waking from a dream ; and I see many thin^i 
that 1 wish it had pleased God that 1 filiould act 
long ago." 

'• You cannot say you have no cause to ll | 
angry with us," cried Le Brocq. moved by 
sudden impulse of sensibility ; " thai in. with n^ 
Anna has always been your friend ; and if 
wife has not, it Ik only because she baa cc 
me. I have doubted you all along lUl 
and I am very sorry for it." 

"Doubted my honour?" asked Durell, bit 

" Doubted your being the friend you prof. _ 
yourself. I thought that you might, with*. 
power of your office, have prevented some oif i 
misfortunes that have befallen us. But tii ~ 
find '■ 

" Now you find that I have been a 
obliged to stand by, and see those punished' 
I would fain have saved. Now you find t~ 
exciseman must choose his friends by ttieic I 
if there be any trades tliat the curse of falsi 
ployment does not light upon. We used la :~ 
that God has shown how friendships should t 
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—shown it by the meeting of the eyes that 
glance sympathy ; and the grasp of tlie hands 
when men find that they had the snine birth-place. 
But the power that has stepped in between us 
lias set aside God's arrangements altogether. 
You and I gathered nuts, us children, in the 
eame deep lanes, and played about the same 
poqueiaye ; but as soon aa I would have grasped 
hands upon this, what happened? You believed 
it the grisp of a traitor, and our enemies said we 
were giving and labiug a bribe ; and between 
yoiiboth, I am sunk to perdition, body and soul." 

" But that is all over now. Nobody will think 
any more " 

"It will never be over. The slain will be as 
lasting as the record of my name in the creation. 
Wien people shall see me carried to mv grave, 
a few days hence, they will remember how they 
saw me last carried through the streets, — a brute, 
lower than the lowest of all other brutes. When 
they meet my wife in her weeds, they will look 
ioto her facfe to see if there is not joy hidden 
under it, because her torment of a liusband ia 
gone." 

" Do stop him. I cannot bear it," said Mrs. 
purell, putting her hands before her face. 

" You will bear it very well, my clear. It ia 
true, you will have no bread to give your children ; 
and when you heg it, people will stop to consider 
whether they ought to help the children of the 
dissolute exciseman; but all this will not set 
against the relief of liaving got rid of the wretch 
bituseir. Ah 1 you don't Uiiuk so now, becnuso 
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you f e, as you would pity a sickly child ; - 

you I le for sitting drooping here, with • 

perish arcaKe and b norn-out e^Hrit. But I 

don't your pity. I won't be treated likei 

lie roBt from his chair, and took a few ainiet 
towards hi: wife, evideutly ina state of ddirium 
The urgercv of tiie occasion Beemed to id 
Le Brocq i » timent Vrbich suiud 

the mome 

" 1 say, i«r. dhp, " no man lilwi 

being made a ^.n i<l 1 hke it no betKf 

than other men ; so i a iin^ back,—' — oonie, 
you had better sit dow gain; tBttemyarmt 

■ 1 am going back to reey. Have you arj 

■ffleBsagee for yoitrold fri s there P " 

"To Jersey: ay; you are right there, U 
Brocq. That was what I Was going to m* 
J)oti't Btny here, where tlierc is more miserf 
caused by mere paying taxes than there is m 
Jersey by all Ciod's dark providences togeilitr. 
Go and tell them, whatever tliey do," he coo> 

tiiiued, set4ling himseif in his chair again, ■ 

'Hell them, whatever they do, not to dare, fat 
the sake of raising money for the state, to cimK 
tlii; simple and high-minded, and exalt the nicu 
and crafty " 

" Ay ; Studley ! How that fellow is flourieb* 
ing at the expense of us all ! " cried I>e Brocq. 1 

Anna marked the (laE)iing of Durell's eyes il 
the name, and interposed. 

" We shall soon be settled in our farm agsis, 
Mr. Durell ; and perhaps you will be well enough 
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to come and see us by the time we begin slialsiug 
llie trees in the orchard. *" 

" Shaldng the trees in the orcliard," repeated 
Durcll bIowJv, as if the words revived some 
intensely pleasarahle recollections. 

" Vour old friends were very sorry when you 
went away, and tliey will be heartily glad to 
licar you are comini; back. You will come and 
see U8, Mr. Durell." 

" Come, ray dear ! ay ; that I will, — in body 
or in spirit. I will be at your apple-cropping;. 
1 will pell you with apples; and if you cannot 
see where ihey come from, remember who pro- 
mised you this. I will echo you wlieo you go to 
call home your cowb. I will rustle in the ivy 
when you pass the Holy Oak ; — (that old oak is 
the first place I shall go to.) I will walk, round 
&nd round you as you sit on the poquelaye ; and 
if you feci a sudden breath of air upon your face, 
leraember who it was that said he would liaunt 

Jou, God will hear my prayer, and let me see 
ersey again, whether 1 die first or not. — Jack ! 
Come here, Jack ! " 

His feeble voice could not make itself heard 
fiirther than lialf across the room; but Jack 
eame in from the kitcben, in answer to Le Uroci]'s 
effectual call. His father desired him to bring 
down the flute from the book-shelves ; and liia 
manner of obeying', — as if he was by no means 
Bure whether iie had to do with his father or with 
a ghost, — did not help to recover Anna from Oie 
chilly lit into which she li;id been thrown by 
Dureli's promises. She did not tliink she could 
ever go out to call home the cows, or pass the 
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Il»ly Oak or the poquelnyc. She liad nenf 

fe:ii'cd Durell till this nt^ht ; but he wna strangalf 
altered ; and the thuui;ht that llie impreaitiiin m 
this night woold be Btronf^r ihtn that of Alt Iril 
jiruviuu^ quBtntanee with hint. 

" Siai lere, boy ; don't go bwhv," said Dutelt 
to Jack ho wa.« most unwillingly pinned be> 
tu'cen hi ilher'a knees to hear tlie flute. DurH 
beijau uu ail «liii.ii .: Mhe connnou peopti 

in Jersey eveiy day ^ear ; bnt hit breiiti 

failed Lim directly ; a allowed the instrw 

ment to ba taken Ironi 

" Tben I may go," t~ ck, gently struggliiig 
to escape. 

t "Ye«, my dear," aaiu ii mother, " yp« 
father h tired now; he ha lone enough for ihil 
evening." 

'■ No, no," said Durell, " I must leil him vM 
lie is to see at home, i mtist tell him »hat liiili 
boys do in Jersey, When 1 was your age, Jack 

i. "To-morrow, love," said his wife. " Vou cu 
tell liim to morrow.-' 

"I should like to hear what boys do in Jeraey ' 
declari^ Jack, his confidence returning. 

" And to you shall, my hoy. Sit still, 
Broeq. I shall want you to help nip, Wlien 1 
was your age. Jack " 

And then he proceeded lo tell how in liis child> 
howl he went out lhrou{;h thickets of the blss 
hvdtniiftea to thedella where lie spent the w" 
ijpiy in birds' nesting ; and of the batftiH of 
dowers tbat he treated liimself with before hi 
began to climb tUe trees whose ivy was his Iftddftl 
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tioi two minutes afler he had soothed himself 
into a state of calmness by these recollections, 
be began lo. speak, indistinctly, and . to appear 
irovvsy. Jack was admonished by gesture not 
:o ask for any thing over again ; not to be im- 
satienl for what Vras to come next This was a 
iard admonition ; and when his father sank back 
tsleep, and he was gently withdrawn from be-* 
ween the knees which no longer held him, the 
7oor boy was quietly weeping at having to wait 
'or the re^t of the story. Not even his mother 
iuspected how long he would have to wait. 

The Le. Brocqs stole away« Jack was put 
luietly out of the room. Mrs. Durell hung a 
made upon the lamp, fed the fire with the least 
x)ssible noise, and sat down with her work 
)pposite her husband, trusting that he wa& dream- 
ng of the meads and coves of his native island, 
ind that he would thus sleep on till morning. 
Long before morning, she had discovered that 
le would wake no more. The Le Brocqs were 
sailed up early by Stephen to be told that they 
lad heard the very last words of him who had 
;ied of a broken heart. 

It was a great blessing that his last words were 
i^ords of peace. There was no need for Anna 
o implore little Jack to treasure up what his 
ather was saying when he fell asleep. When 
^ack was grown up into a man, it was still a 
natter of mourning to him that he had not heard 
he whole of what his father had to tell about 
>irds' nesting in the dells of Jersey.J 
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TUB LAND OF SIGNALS. 

The Le Brocqa were mure anxious than ever U 

leave Lundmi wimn tbej bad seen their rrimulij 
cuuntryman laid in the ground. In ocdei H 
repay himself as far asi he could for tlie trouUei 
lie had incurred in buuineas, Le Bracq deleroiiDeJ 
to carry with him to .Tersey as much as lie couU 
convey of his manufactured article. The cilk^ 
muiicre uf the islands would be very glad of b 
buttles, he knew, if he could sell Ihem olietf 
enough ; and ho believed he could sell (belt 
clicap, and yet secure a protit by obtaining t}i( 
drawback on exportation allowed by law. Afta 
ail the experience lie had had of the duty-payiof 
in England, it still did not occur to Lim iU 
tlipre might be dilEculty in recovering the iluB 
whicli the law professed to restore. Nothing cu 
be more evident tiian that when a lax is impoGel 
on the consumjjiiuu of any article, and is li- 
v;uiced hy the maker of llic article, the make 
should be repaid what he has advanced njien i" 
ariidc goes to ho consumed by the people <* 
anotlier empire, or by those in some other pU 
uf ihc Eame empire who may he parlicularti 
L-\eniptcd from the payment of the duty, h 
Brocq imagined that all iie should have to i 
would be to show how much duty he had pM 
upon the ware he wiulied to export, and to receiit 
the sum back agaui. He even speculated 
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wlieilier the government would allow him interest 
on lUe motley he had advanced. He considered 
it his due ; but he would not delay his departure 
on account of any disagreement of tide kind. 
He would not put off till another day the con- 
clusion of a business wlucli he supposed iniglit 
be trnnfiacted in ten minutes. He little thought 
that the keenest ami most practised exporter 
would laugli as much at the idea of finishing the 
aSair in a few minutes as at that of receiving 
interest for the duty advanced. It might be that 
because he was discovered to be a novice, he 
was more strictly dealt witli than those who are 
aciiuDinted with the regulations of the excise and 
customs i but he found himself much mistaken 
ill Ills calculaliona. It is not for llic benefit of 
llie king's interests, or for the credit of his 
service, that practised persona are comparatively 
little watched, while novices are well nigh jierse- 
cuted under the perplexing system of the excise 
and customs. It is unjust and injurious, hut 
perfectly natural; — natural, because no human 
])atiencc, industry, and vigilance can be expected 
to he always equal to the disgusting labour of 
spying' and detecting. It is natural that those 
who h.-tve been made fully aware of the dangers 
they incur by fraud should be left under the in- 
fluence of fear to swear truly and pay duly, 
though unexamined. Honour is a word out of 
use u|>on these occasions ; or is employed merely 
as a word. Fear is the influence to which Ida 
majesty's oflicers trust, when they leave a practised 
trader to declare his own claims and responeibi-: 



of a king, and the security of a govern 
and that which should be used, not for tlic 
ing of its support, but only for the deterr 
its subjects from crime, against which all 
precautions had previously been taken. 

The officers succeeded m inspiring the J 
man with fear, insomuch that he pre 
doubted whether he could at last get away 
out leaving his bottles behind. While < 
happier than he, paid down small sums \vi 
hand, and received larger with the other, 
gabbling over oaths which none but the in 
could understand, and witnessing certain < 
made on their own declaration, Le Brocq 
much longer ceremony to go through, h 
to swear that the bottles he wished to • 
were none of them under the weight of 
ounces; that he had given due notice i 
officer of excise of his intention to sh 
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manufacture, and tliat tliey had paid duty ; and 
so on. Ht: was next told, as a friontlly vvar)iing, 
lliat if the jiacknge was not properly piupared 
fur scaling, (i. e, witii a liotlow Bcaoped out for 
tlie purpose,) the goods would be forfuitcd: if 
any briind or niark was erased, the goods would 
ha forfeited, and tlie ufiunder would be fined 
2001. : if the package was not on board within 
twelve hours from the time of branding or eeal- 
ing, it would be forfeited ; and so on. More- 
over, tlie searcher had power to ojiea and examine 
the pacliage ; and if it was found that the ex- 
porter was not correct in every tittle of what he 
had sworn, he would be indicted for perjury, Le 
Brocq had £^ much horror of a false oath aa any 
man; but h^ now felt Iiow easily a timid or a 
hasty man might be tempted into one, for the 
eake of escaping as apon and aa easily as possihle 
from the iuquibitiun of the excise. He felt the 
strength of til* temptation lo a trader to swear 
to tlie legal preparation of a box, the packing o£ 
which he had not super in teniled. 

In the next plape, he found that, bo far from 
obtaining jntereist upon the duty be had advanced, 
he must be at Bome expense to recover the 
ilrawback. The debenture, or certificate of the 
customs' officer that he would he entitled to the 
drawback, is on % ten-shilling stamp ; and he 
who would recover tjje amount of one lax could 
do it only by paying another. To recover an 
excise lax, he must pay a stamp tax. The dis- 
may of the Jerseyman, thus haunted by taxes to 
the last, was highly amusing tp a fellow-sufereE 



100 THE lAND OF SIONAM. ■ 

who Btood by, and wlio proclaimed liia own vioni 
taie. He wss receiving back Ihe duty upon foot' 
packages of goods, and each debenture cw 
'lis. 6d.; making 9Z. 7fl. the cost of reco\__. 
\0l. But lliia was not the last discovery tfai 
Le Brocq liad to make. 

- It appeared finally that, as the goods were ii 
tended for the Channel islands, the drawbid 
could not be allowed till a certificate of tli 
landing of the goods could be produced, eigna 
by the collector and complroiler of the custotn 
on the island where the ware was landed. & 
Srocq was not the Jess disconcerted fay this neH 
tor its being made evident to lijm that such M 
(rrangemeut is ncceasary under a system of tai 
ition by excise and customs. U was clear, i 
be acknowledged, that without such a ]irecautiai 
the drawback might be obtained upon gooJ 
which were not renlly destined lor the Channf 
islands ; but the arrangement did not the less iB 
ierfere with his private convenience. 

What was to be done now? He had noil 
dination to leave the goods, or to forego lli 
drawback ; and there was no one here to wha 
be could commit iiis affairs. After a long coi 
lultation at home, it was agreed that Le Broc 
■hould, after all, slay till cousin Anthony, i 
.jnttructions from him, should arrive; and tbl 
Urs. Le I3rocq and Anna should proceed to A 
Islands, conducting and conducted by Stepha 
'^phen was not exactly the kind of escort tb 
'fte family would have thought of acceptioj 
some time before : but circumstances were no 
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nged. He could fftiiiie lliem toAahm: he 
IJ secure for them, by ways and means of liis 
I. a remarkably cheap passage. He wat now 
(t, tliere beiiifl do lunger aiiome fur liim at 
I. DurelPa ; and he promised, for bis own saks 
fell as tliat of his coinpankini, to make the 
t, insteadof die least, of such sight ai he had 
As he could not expect ta meet with ano- 
Durell to iiouse and ohvriBb hhn, it was his 
r«st to fiitd ilia way baiik to liis &M comrade^, 
Bce what ihey could do for him. While 
ring hiK parting thanks and blessing to Mn. 
•ill iie intimated to her that, though he could 
tei-to 'write, she ehuuld hear from him in a 
iirthich li« hoped would be acceptable ; — an' 
natioB tvhiah she received with about tho 
a degreC'tDf belief that she had bei^n accus- 
ed lo give to the protu stall on b of otijets of 
husband's prutj^^^i, 

lild were the 'airs, and cloudless was the sky 
n liie vessel which icouvey»d tlie Le BrodiB 
their escort drew near the Swinge of Aider- 
and when the Channel islands rose to view, 
after another, frora the sunny sea. The 
endous wall of rock which seems to forbid 
stranger lo dream of explorinj: AlJemey, 
on the left ; the little russet island of Bi^rhbu 
he right; and, beyond it, the «hite towers oF 
ihree Casket lightliouses, each on it^ ruck, 
all gleaming in the sunset, rose upon Anna's 
t as well as upon her eye. To iier surprise, 
met with symjialhy. 
Tis not olwn," laiU Stephen, " that I csra 

B.3 ' 
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about Btorm or calm. Wind and weathei 
take their own course for me. Bat I 
clioice for this evening. I wished for a 
that would bring us here hefure sunset, 
a Bky that would let the sun sliine." 

*' Vou sea thoaa white towers," said 
who perceived that he twinkled and etrai 
eyes in that direction. 

" See them ! yes, indeed," said Mrs, Le ] 
" Those must be atone blind tliat do nl 
dazzled with all tliat glare. I like Jereej 
the green ivy hanging from ihs rock o^ 
sea. 1 want to be at Jersey, witlmiy Loq 

"All in good time, ma'amr and. Si 
"We must land somewhere else firetilial 
your Aaron. How like ghosts theyiBtaiit 
continued, slill looking towards the Cl 
" And one taller than the rest," 

" Vou see that too," said Anna. Y Then 
sure you must see Berhou. Wc are 
nearer every moment. Hark to the spli 
in the Swinge!" 

" Ay, ay ; I'll listen with the bent,'' 
piten, " And I can ace something in the Si 
though the dark island is all one with l| 
to me." I 

" Which dark island ? And what do yoB 
the Swinge ?" 

" Berhou has nothing to mark it to my 
can just trace out Alderney against the sk 
the Bumetljiug white that is leaping and g|< 
there, I take to be the foam ut' the watetl 
Sffiage. Ab ! We nnc ^uV 
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While* the vessel pitched nnd roiled, and look 
:r zigzag course, as if spontRneousiy, between 
e black points of rock wliich showed them- 
Ives above tlie while billows, nnd seemed lo lell 
hundred dangersas formidable as themselves, 
nna was sorry for him who, either physically or 
' :llectually blind, could sec nothing in Berhou. 
ther man nor child was visible ; no human lia- 
tation ; no boat upon the strip of beach wliich 
ic rocks and the sea spared between them ; but 
te grey g;ull sat, spreading its wings for flight, 
id the stormy petrel, rarely met within sight of 
nd, were here perceived to lose the mystery 
\ iheir existence. While Anna observed them 
oing forth and returning, and hovering over the 
ssures uf the Tock in which they make their 
smes. she found that Mother Carey's chickens 
:e probably hatclied frcm the eg^, like other 
rds, and not waAed from the moon, or floated 
urn the sea depths, -^^ especial favourites of 
une unseen power. Tlie slopes of down which 
lowed lliemselves in the partings of the rocks, 
lokcd green in contrast with whatever sur- 
lunded themj though no hand of man brightened 
.eir verdure, and tliey were not even trodden by 
ly foot but those uf the wild animals who had 
,e region to tliemselvea. While she was thus 
uing, and her mother would look at nothing be- 
luse it was not Jersey, the master and one or 
lo of his crew seemed to be watching the coast 
' tile other island in the intervals of their ex- 
eme care to obviate the perils of the i;iaAaa.^?i 
irou^h the btrait, At Uua momci&i %\>te.?!Sa- «^ 
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air brought the faint sounJ of chiming 
iUdetney, Steplien instantly turned 
anJ waited palienlly liU it came agaio, 
was sure tlial it was watted tium 
Steeple, and not from anyregion p£ jfa. 

" Master," eaid Stephen, " you w 
ahle to lund U8 in Alderney lo-nig 
afraid." 

The master was just going to ad»ise 
to proceed to Guernsey', The state < 
was such that he could not engag'B i 
one on giiore in Alderney, Tiie putty 
go on to Guernsey,. . , 

" The vraickjng season bf^ina it 
master. You have no gnind ta Jose a|| 
sengers that might like to stay an' 
vraicking. Weil; that is fair enough. 
cannot go on to Guernsfty, Iraving.no 
Yoii may set us ashore on Berliou."' . 

Tlie master supposed lie meant some o 
The honey-bees and the mbbiis might n 
good night's rest in Derhou, but ther 
lodgings for Cliristians. Stephen knew I 
knew, moreover, that the master might 
enough pleased at being t^ared perfo 
promise as to Alderney, lo land the part 
objeetion, in a more practicable pta< 
was true. The master had not the le 
tton to their supping with the rabbits, ; 
ing among the sea-foivi, if they chose 
over, if ihey found themselves starvii 
time lie came back that way, he would 
eome biscuit, if .they would only hoist 




TriE LAND OP SIG\Ar,3. 105 

stress. Stephen did not earc a wtit for tlie 
aster's mockery of !iia plans, or for Mrs. Le 
rocq's coniplaiotB at being landed any where so 
r from her Louise, He showed so much re- 
act to Anna's doubtful looks aiid words as 
assure lier that he knew what he was about, 
d that no delay would arise from his clioice of 

uninhabited island for a temporary resting 
ice. Anna had no choice but lo trust him ; 
t a feeling of forlornness came over her when, 
ving landed the old lady, and seated her on the 
nds to recover her breath and dry her tears, she 
d Stephen stood lo see the vessel recede in the 
ait, and at length enter the open sea beyond, 
iving them out of reach of human voice and 
Ip. 

* ' Could that beli be heard here from Alderney 
-he sea was quiet?" she asked, 
"I dare say it might; but this sea is never 
:et," ^he replied. " Day and night, summer 
,1 winter, it plunges and boiia as you see. You 
! thinking that the sound of a church-bell 
uld be cheering in this solitude ; but yonder 
1 keeps its music for the folks on its own 
.nd ; and a merry set they will be to-night on 

south side, watching the tide going down 
'ards morning, that they may begin the vraick- 

* And what are we to do nest ?" asked Anna, 
h a touch of the doleful in her voice which 
med to am use Stephen. 
' Catch Mother Carey's chickens, and run 
;r rabbits, to be sure. You know tiiere is no- 
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!»e to live upon liere. W« fih 

■life of it, alallnot we ?" | 

ifisii you Would answer me. Slept 

cannot bear joking. Wli^ are ' 

)u must watcli for tlie lighting 

I, and eat a biscuit in ibe raeantin 

33 a cumfort tbat eume biscu 

Le Brocq was nevei 

nm.w a, whatever she migl 

..^ after. un was fast sinking 

^B&kcts, so .,.— could not be Ion 

■ now dark tot...s would be croviri; 

How gleam, and more of Stephen's li 

.d be unravelled. Anna auggealei; 

...-J bad to go any where to look fur a I 

lodging, it would be better to move befure 

came on. She concluded they were ni 

here on' a stone all night, looking at A 

Stephen begged pardon. He knew every at 

way so well that he had forgotten how mu 

important daylight was to hia companion) 

him. He rose from the vetcli-strewn san 

be had laid himtielf at ease, loaded hiin» 

what he could conveniently carry of thi 

luggage, saying tbat the rest might remaii 

it was, as there was no chance of rain 

morning, and set forward over the 1 

waste; 

Tills was the first ground the party had 
since iliey left Londim ; and even Mrs. L 
^literved the diKweniie between Lamb^ 
fflent^ aiid the tuit oft -flViiiV- X^j -w^^ -Ba 
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g, matted with fragrant heath, with patches 
itween of blossoming thyme. Little white- 
iled ; rabbits trotted m all directions to their 
irrows ; and swarms of the celebrated honey-beq 
ailed the leaf-cutter, from its hanging its cell 
the sands with rose-leaf curtains) hovered and. 
immed over the thyme-beds and the briar-rose 
sh which was now closing its blossoms from 

2 honey-searcher. The dash and roar of the 
rait were left behind, and the deepest silence 
receded. None of the party spoke while they 
oceeded with noiseless steps, Stephen leading 

3 way, with his staff for his protection. He 
>uld go first and alone, lest he should lose hi^ 
Ly by relaxing his attention. At last, his step 
ckened, and he felt the ground about him. 

•* Is there a bit of grey rock hereabouts, like 

lofa r 

•• There is a stone seat that you might fancy 
e a sofa, twelve yards from your right hand." * 
" Give me your arm round to the other side oi 
There ! now there is a path downwards^^ 
nost from your feet, is not there ?'* 
'* Yes ; a very steep path,— difficult to get 
(vn, I should think. The honeysuckles are' 
e n hedge on either side. You imell th^ 
neysuckles ?" 

** It was the honeysuckles that guided me, 
er we had half crossed the heath. You were 
> busy with the thyme to attend to them, I 
re say ; but the honeysuckles were what I waa^ 
the lookout for. If we have lOv^Q v>^iy.^ 
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you will find the air as sweet as- 1 
them." 

" Why should we go to Serk i*' 
" " I may be able lo tell you with 
two, or wc may have lo wait till i 
the last case, I know of a snug- ca 
will light a fire with a little of yond 
it will he odd if we do not fall in wi 
good to eat and drink, and somet 
sleep upon." 

" I sleep in a cave !" exclaio 
Brocq. " I cannot do any auch tbi 
slept in a. cave in my life." 

*' If you see any place that you 
am sure I am vety glad," tepi 
" Yonder sofa would not be a had p 
summer's night Only, a brood of ai 
chickens might chance to flap theii 
Tou and startle you ; or, if you wok 
nappen to find yourself in the niidt 
of strangers, all smoking their pip 
you might wisk yourself down wit 
cave. If you look round, ma'am, 
no blue roofs in all the island, — unl 
altered it since I knew it," 




Anna guided him, her mother calling out all 
he way, that they must not go far : she did not 
house to be left alone. 

While they were for a few minutes out of 
ight, she had recourse to her prayers, finding 
eraelf in too strong a panic for teara. Those 
a«ty birds would come and pick out first her 
yes and then Anna's ; and -then they two would 
e more blind than Stephen, and could never get 
way ; and iheir bones would lie starli and stiff 
n the cold ground. Before she had done pray- 
ig that she might live to die in her bed, her 
jmpanions re-appeared, to save her eyes for tlie 
resent from the birds. 
When Stephen and Anna had reached the 
rst turn of tlie winding path, he desired to 
low what was to be seen beneath. " Scarcely 
lything,'' replied Anna. " Between the Casket 
^hta and these rocks, (here is nothing but the 
irk grey sea," 

" And nothing under these rocks ?" 
" Only a little patch of sand, with nothing 
>on it ; and the white birds sailing out and in. 
ot a boat on the sea, nor a living person on the 
nd ! What a place to bring us to, Stephen !'" 
" Not a living person on tlie land ! Do you 
ppose there are any dead. Miss Anna ? Do 
111 see any white skeletons among the dark 
cks ?" 

" The place gives one as horrible an idea as 
ly you can speak," Anna replied. " Tliis is a 
ice wliere a poor ivrelch may bo cast ashore, 
d drag himself up out of sea-reach, and mark 



spirit. U, {Stephen, what a place to br 
mother and me to !" 

•* Ay, is not it ? You are making up yo 
to die here, I see. Come ; this is all I ] 
show you yet. We may go up to the soft 
and see whether your mother is dreamin 
dead men's bones, or crying because she 
get away." 

Anna was not disposed to make any 
She led the way back in silence, and 
more to her mother than to remind her 
monstrance was in vain. Nothing could 
more cheerless than the companionship 
party for the next half hour, while the at! 
piercing the heaven, and the sea-birds d 
into the caverns below, and the night breea 
forth on its course, and whispering th 
which stood as sentries over the restk 
Mrs. Le Brocq sat bolt upright on th 

ci^^Ai . Qfay\ViA'n lair /1/Mxm e\v\ 4'ha iiiirT mm ZC *■ 
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each Stephen ; for he yawned, and laid himself 
iown as before. Anna could only tuppose that Bhe 
lad heard hothiog. There was no ufie in Mkiag 
ler mother ; for she must doubtless be fiiUy ooi^ 
upied with the noise in her head, of whicb she 
CMnplained at all times, and especially when 
nderany sort of agitation. 

In ten minutes more, Stephen jumped up, 
aying briskly, 

** Now, Miss Anna, I must trouble you once 
lore '* 

<' To do wliat, Mr. Stephen r 

*' To prevent my being lost in the honey- 
ickles, that is all." 

With some unwillingness, Anna again made 
erself his guide down the path. When she 
sached the turn, the stifled an exclamation of 
itonishment. 

'' Out with it, Kiss Anna !" said Stephen. 
You see none but friends. What are they 
>ing below ?'' 

*' They have set up a boat sideways, to pre- 
mt the fire being olown out ; or, perhaps, to 
nder its being seen from the sea. What a fire 
ey are making ! and every man has his pipe." 

'' As is fitting for those that help so many to 
pipe which they could not otherwise get. How 
any are there ? Do you aee any faoe that you 
low?" 
*• I can scarcely tell yet The light flicker! 

! One — two---thepe are five, I. think. O, 
ephen!— it never can be, — ^yes, it iv — -"^tt* 
!tnce^ the shopkeeper at St» Petefa^ ii!k»)U-i2^ 

v*3t 
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" Why should not it be Mr. Piinoe 
shopkeepers are as likely a set of men to 
on a vmicking eve as any. la lie the oi 
jou knoiv?" 

" Yes. 1 Bee all their faces dow. TI 
no other that I have ever known, I tliink. 
very odd it is to see Mr. Prince look jua 
used to do when he stood smiUog behind h 
counter !'' 

" He smiles, does he? Well; I ho| 
ladies will not be afraid to tnist yourselv 



; I have no doubt he will be 



take care of you back." 

" To St. Peter's ! But we do not want t 
St. Peter's. Stephen, I believe we sliall 
make you understand how much we wisb 
buck to Jersey. I wonder you can trifle ' 

BO." 

" Have patience," ^said Stephen. " Yc 
know that there is one thing that you deai 
more than to get back to Jersey." 

" About Aaron. There he is! behi 
boat!" cried she, passing Stephen, and 
down the steep pathway, as if she had the 
possible for Aaron now to escape her by i 
into the sea. Aaron had no wish to See 
Before his sister had made her way throi 
companions, he had .opened his arms to hi 
he had no less pleasure in the meetin 
herself. 

He was all surprise at finding Anna 
rentiy alone on a desert island ; and si 
lie vfu not expcrtiBR ^«x, lA.^ Vc^n^ "■ 
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-amily meant soon to return to their &nii ; but 
16 would as soon have expected to meet the 
}ueen of England in the wilds of Berhou as his 
(ister Anna, 

His mother there too ! — ^And his father also ? 
le inquired with an altered voice. His fath^ 
lot being of the party, he became extremely 
mpatient to join his mother. 

*' That is the way by which I came down»'' 
kJina explained. ** There, — by yonder iitUe 
ipening. Let me show you. And poor Stephen : 

forgot him ; — he is there ; and he can neither 
;et up nor down by himself, and I left him alone. 
>, Aaron, how could you go away as you did V* 
Lnd all the way up the ascent, Aaron had to 
jstify himself for going away as he did. He 
Darcely paused a moment to greet Stephen ; but 
in on to find Mrs. Le Brocq. When the first 
sars and excLamations were over, the question 
as heard agam, 

^^ Aaron, how could you go away as you did?*' 

" Why, mother, is not being here much better 
lan drudging on the tread-wheel, or even than 
oing nothing in a prison ? I tell you, mother, 
' you did but know the pleasant sort of life I 

ave been leading lately ^Well ; if that won't 

0, let me tell you that it makes me so merry to 
96 you and Anna standing here, — so free, and 
> far out of the reach of such fellows as Studley, 
-that I could find in my heart to whiff away 
11 laws like the smoke from one of those tobacco- 
ipes. 

Anna Ihoiurlit tlMtt ibt «ie qC \k«%n9^ >k^«^ 

1.^ 
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able people to stand free, and out of thi 
knaves and revengeful men. 

" To be sure, eucb ought to be the p 
laws ; Lut ia such the purpoee and effi 
excise laws? Nobody knows better th 
the other men below there, that tbe raiati 
for the state U necessaiy for the Bet 
quiet of the people ; but if the money is 
aa to spoil their security and quiet, n 
tempted to wish the laws at the devil, a' 
stale take ils chance for money '/ I 
thing for us to be here, at any rate, i 
open sky. and with plenty of meat a 
below. Come, mother ; we will iiavi 
supper to-night, without asking the fa 
about what we shall have, or paying foi 
to enjuy one thing rather than anoti 
have plenty of vraickiag cakes from 
and some fine French wine to drink wi 

" 0, Mr. Stepben," cried Mrs. Le Bi 
are much obliged to you fur bringiQ^ 
Here is Aaron so free and happy! and 
cakes, and French wine ! We are muc 
to you, Mr. Stephen." 

"Yes, we are indeed," said 'Anna, 
" I beg your pardon, I am sure, for 
what you were doing for us. But it 
very forlorn. How well and merry Aai 
to bo sure ! If we were but certain 
right ! " 

- " How can it be wrong when we t 
merry as children \ftt ovA ot w.\wws!L? ' 
Mked. " I found oil ■jwt w'i SW^^ 
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iliss Anna ; but now, perhaps, you will trust mo 
mother time, I may cliance to hear more in & 
:hiircli-bell than the news that the vrnicking 
legina to-raorrow." 

■' Was it that bell tiiat told you that Aaron 
voiilil be here to-niy;lit? I never thought of 
hat. 1 never could have guessed it." 

"I dare aay not. Some people that have 
nore interest in such matters than you, are no 
nore aware than you of the sly little markets 
hat are held in many a cove and cavern, when 
m oyster-fishing or a vraicking gives opportunity 
at miiuy boats to meet together. Such a bell as 
hat we heard in AUlemey is a signal lo more 
;Bre than it is intended for ; and lights like those" 
[pointing towards the Caaliets) "serve many 
iyes for a dial, lo show the hour of meeting. 
\aTon, are there many foreigners uif the islands 
ust now '.'" 

'■Above fifty small sail of French off Guenisey 
his morning. The Guernsey folks are fine cus- 
omera lo the French now ; which is no little 
lelp to our buaineSB. We can gel anylliing to 
irder; and when by chance otiier things fni!, 
here is always corn ami wine for the boldest of 
IS to carry ; and 1, for one, liave never had to 

*ait for a port lo get them into. But come ; 

.here will be no supper left if we do not make 
laste down. We jumped ashore with fine appe- 
.ites, and I would not trust any body witli a 
;ooked supper, after such ii pull ns we have liod 
0-day. Jlesides, we have not, oNWTOii'iv ^iwoa, 
vr we must be ofl' LitUe SeiV. \itl»ie "^ft ^'s* 
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farmer is up and overlooking' tlie sea. V 
B private errand there," 

" And you are going to leave ub — all| 
exclaimed Mrs. Le Brocq. I 

" Not if you wish to go with us, tnotfa 
Little Serk you will be all the nearer Jers 
know. We ivill take good care of you. 
Anna ; you are not afraid of supping \ 
partners, are you ? " 

" O, no ; and yet, if anybody had told 
But tliey do not look at all wild and ten 
1 tbuuglit people did when they broke tht 

"It depends much on what sort of 
break the laws," observed Stephen ; " a' 
again depends on what sort uf laws tliey i 
are broken. When it is not the violent an 
but such people as tlirifty shop-keepers — 

"I cannot help laughing," said Ann 
think uf Mr. Prince. I am sure nobod 
ever dream of being afiraid of him. Motli 
you come down, and spet^ to Mr, Vria 
have some supper ? " 

" And lie will tdl ui the beat ^m for' 
to Jersey, I dare say. I wonder whether 
beea in the wav of hearing amjthmg of 
lately?" 

The old lady made little difficulty Al 
descent ; and she and her dau^tar wm 
Bcntly BO far demoralised as to be sujppii 
a company of smug^^lers, almost as eonrf 
u if they bad been honest men. 
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Chapter VII. 

WELCOME TO SUPPER. 

HE party was off Little Serk, as Aaron willed, 
sfore the first farmer was abroad on the upland 
> overlook the gleamy sea. Two of the com- 
iny had hastened over the heath» while the 
;her3 were at supper, to bring the larger pack- 
i;es which had been left behind ; and all had 
it off beneath the moon some time before mid- 
ght Mr. Prince had found a little leisure for 
dng civil to his former customers, though he 
id much to do, as well as liis companions, in 
owing in one of the caverns the goods he had 
'ought from France, and loading the boat with 
e packages deposited there by some friendly 
Bickers and lobster- fishers. 
It was not that in these islands any danger 
.tended traffic of any kind ; except in the one 
'tide of spirits which had not paid duty. There 
ere here no guards patroUing the sands, or 
arched upon -the steep, to look for thieves in 
rery bark tbatudeaved the blue expanse, and 
iticipate murder when the twilight spread its 
utdows. There were here no questionable 
3odes, — spy-stations, — niched in places conve- 
tent for overlooking the traffic of housewifes 
Ith the fishermen who furnished their tables, 
^ere there were no deadly struggles in the dark- 
58S, the comrade going down in dee^ \t(^\.^T«k^ 
ith. the bitter consciousness ib.aV\v<& yiw^ ^xkjw^ 
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overboard lest his wounds should Ii 
panions into danger ; or left unclaimed \ 
beach, while wife or parenla are aecretlt 
ing, and longing to give the exposed { 
reapeetful burial which strangera will q 
No such extraordinary arrangem^ita del 
■implicily and mar the peace of ilie »( 
these isianda ; but, while the coavts of Fn 
England cannot enjoy ihe same fre«4 
ialandera are tempted to share in the fra 
the perils of their neighbours. Not conb 
having corn, wine, and tobacco at theit 
cost of production and carriage, tliey ar( 
to lielp others to the same privilege ; ' 
continue to be so willing as lon^ ae, 
office of go-between, they can malte a ] 
the bad legislation of the two kingdom 
whose embrace they lie. There is ooj 
fur this but rectifying the fituits of Fra 
English commercial legislation. As I 
taxes are levied by raising the prices of Ql 
articles so high as to make smuggling pn 
the island boats will steal along the sfaj 
cautiously cross llie straits on the di 
errands of a mediator between two defiq 
they will land their paseengera short I 
point, because they have something hetai 
aengers on board ; they will make a shon 
sterstobideteaandtobacco. Toimpoaet^ 
on ihem, similar to those by which tUj 
proiit in pocket and suffer in morals, woa 
increase the evil by enlarging tl>e Gelid of j 
tion, and adding the demand of the isU 
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t of the two neighbouring coasts. There ia no 
ledy but in putting all on an equality, not of 
ktaint, but of freedom. 

tie lord of Serk and his people had not yet 
ned their eyes on the morning sunaliine, when 

boat containing Aaron and his party ran 
ler tlie perpendicular rocks of the island, and 
Iral voices announced that they had arrived at 
r destination. No landing-place was visible ; 

the women had by this time become inured 
ItonderB, and resigned to whatever of romantic 
{ht come in their way. They aeked no ques- 
iB, even when their boat grated against the 
It, and moved uneasily in the ripple without 
lig intended to make any progresa. Tiiey 
le no objection when desired to lay hold of & 
It which dangled from a ledge thirty feet above 
t heads ; and quietly submitted to be hauled 
they knew not whither. Up and down, for- 
d and round-about they went, now seeing & 
'l taken up from a store-cavern, now dropping 
tessage in a lonely cottage ; and at last sit- 
{down to repose in a cavern which was lighted 
r^from a natural opening at the top, upon 
bh the blue sky seemed to rest as a roof. 
■e the echoes were already awake with the 
*8 of the mattock and the grating of the aaw. 
■8 boat-building went on, early and late ; for 
krtain Englishman had found out how well 
(slanders are off for timber,— the best of tim- 
which pays no duty; and many a good 

5 in he made by going forth in a worn-out 
, and coming home in a boat of Seik work- 



still a little trip to make. 

** My dear, you will be tired to dej 
his mother. " I never knew you work 
in Jersey." 

Aaron laughed, and said that people a: 
tired to death when they work at no bid 
their own : and, as for working at nigh 

'^ It is a bad practice, Aaron, depend 
said his sister. '^ Honest work is done 
light." 

'* Carry your objections to those wh 
me to work at night," answered Aaron, 
not me only, but hundreds more. The] 
few who would naturally work when the 
the world is supposed to be asleep ; — t 
beside the sick-bed, and the watchmen 1 
the streets of cities ; the beacon-keeper t 
the lamps in his high tower, and the h 
that fixes his eyes upon those lights f 
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f night, and the violent man by day, Witi^out 
vvs, none of us could lie down and sleep in 
jace." 

** Without some wholesome laws : but, if it 
sre not for certain unwise and cruel laws, thou- 
nds more of us would lie down and sleep in 
iace. Ask the country justice in England, 
hose business it is to enforce the laws, how 
ben it happens that labourers who cannot get 
)rk during the day because their superiors 
Lve a monopoly of bread, toil unlawfully all the 
ght because their superiors have a monopoly of 
ime. He may dispute the wickedness ; but he 
ill not deny what comes of digging pitfalls for 
en, lest they should set springes for birds. Ask, 
-(nobody could have told better than poor 
urell) — ask any exciseman what time is chosen 
' certain traders for their traffic, and makers for 
eir work ; and he will tell you of the burning, 
d the boiling, and the distilling, and the packing 
d removing that take place by night. He will 
1 you that the noblest works that men can do, 
d that they ought to do proudly in the day- 
l^ht, are done by night, because the law has 
.ed a sin and a shame upon them. To make 
iprovcments in human comfort is turned into a 
I and shame, when those improvements are 
aide too expensive by a tax ; therefore they are 
ed by night. The exchange of the fruits of 
3n*s labour is made a sin and a shame, when a 
X comes in to make such an exchange unprofit- 
le : therefore it is done by night. These inno- 
nt things being made a sin and a ^^\(\^\^^^ 
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reason wliy tax-gatherers prowl i 
many robbers, wben the aun is down ; 
the betier men whom ihey entrap are 
prison in the morning, to come out bl 
desperate, as if Ihey had cotnmittei 
against God's majesty instead of a| 
king's treasury." 

Mrs. Le Brocq stared in astonishmi 
son. With a little hesitation, she i 
whether lie had not adopted a new voc 
turned preacher. The kindness of fa 
to her, and the eloquence of his speech, 
to impress her with the idea, He sm 
answered, that there would be nolack ol 
or of eloquence upon this subject, if 
who had suffered were allowed to bes 
A voice would rise up from ail the laoi 
forth over the sea, if every Briton \ 
jured by the mode in which he ia i 
pay his contribuUon to the state, mi 

But still, — Aaron talked so differe 
what he used to do, — so freely, — so c) 

"There is all the difference in t 

mother, between But I do not wi 

anything disrespectful of my father: 
only mention that the reason why it is 
be prudent for governments to allow 
■peak out, is because nothing makea i 
eloquent than a sense of wrong ; and tl 
the eloquence that is suppressed, the i 
gedly will the sense of wrong show it8< 
""' ir way. A whole nation can mutt 
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m, Its T used to be ; and its muttering snd 
inness may prove of more importance than 
k Now I have got an occupation of my own, 
Km under nobody's management, I could 
oh (as you would aay) very strongly both ts 
nts and governments about not being ipiN 
meddlers, — that is lo say," (recollecting his 
sr) " about not interfering more thiui ii 
lant with the doings of their children and 
Hts. To make wise and merciful general 
, and then leave the will and actions free in 
Auiar instances, is the only true policy, — the 
kind of government wliich is not in its nature 
niy." 

But how do you apply tijat to the paying of 

(J" inquired Stephen. " How is the slate to 

rtnoney on such a plan of government ?" 

Far more easily than in any other way, in 

ipinion. Under a general rule that property 

pay such or such a proportion of tax, there 

le least possible room for parliiility and 

sssion ; for the derangement of people's 

, and interference with people's actions. 

is an open and honest calling to account, 

ts that are fixed, in a manner that is esta- 

ed, and for purposes that are well understood : 

:, by meddling as excisemen and custom- 

: ollicers meddle, the king is defrauded of 

ifections of his people ; the state is wronged 

—e and reputation ; and its agents are made 

1 to teach multitudes a livelihood which 

ever have been heard of. Which of us 

d naturally have dreamed of living by de- 



'* 1 will see you nome, ana do my 
errand at the custom-house,'* replied 
** The States shall never have cause to c 
of me, as long as they go on to take our 
they do now. As for cheating them, I c 
if I would : and I am sure I have no des 
it while they treat me like a man, and 
more from me than is due from a subject 

" I am sure I hope they will go on t< 

'* You may well wish it. If ever th 
meddling with your cider or soap-ma] 
setting spies upon me when I buy tol 
hemp, I shall be off to some country,— 
may be, — ^where taxes are demanded 
filched.'' 

'^ Turkey ! I thought that was a 
country to live in." 

" So you wpuld find it in many respc 
it is wise and free in its mode of taxati 

i\\a AfPp/*t« nf fliis nrip Irinrl nf wiRflnm « 
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t nothing more was iieceesary lo happineH 
(1 to be sniling soutliwarJs, wiili Aaron triRH 
\g the «ail, Anna looking as tranquil as if iho 
. never been in an excise court or a prison, 
I the beloved island rising on the sight, ta 
eh was Louise, probably witli a pretty baby 
ler arms; — a pretty baby, of course, as every 
)g belonging to Louise must be pretty. How 
erful looked that picturesque coast from 
tsnez'to Rozel, as promontory after promon- 
f came into view, tapestried with verdure, or 
ited with cairns or church towers, and casting 
h its (lark shadow to hide its eastern cove fwm 
declining sun ! How busy were those covea 
lay ! how unlike their usual solitude and sUll- 
s! At almost every other time, it was » 
nder to see more than a solitary loiterer on 
narrow path whose precarious tine circled the 
ks, and penetrated the bays, now winding up 
the steep, now dipping lo the margin of the 
Ler; and, as for the yellow sands, they were 
printlesB from tide to tide^while tlie islanders 
e busy about their farmsteads. But now, all 
: as animated as if the land was joyful at th« 
Brocqs' return. Carts were standing in the 
er to receive thavraic; and the red- capped 
' who rode the horse, or the white-sleeved 
n who wielded his rake in the vehicle, looked 
;ht ill the evening sunshine. Here and there^ 
orse miglit be seen swimming home from a 
:ant mass of rock, guided by a youth or 
iden mounted on the heaped panniers, Bo«>% 
:e plying from poinl to po'inl*, B.nioTi«sw*i 

M.3 



exposed place all along this coast wh 
lobsters could safely come up this day 
themselves ; and when the infant crabs 
next propose to play Iiide-and-seek in wi 
to them a sort of marine jungle, they woi 
their moist retreat stripped and bare, ai 
betake themselves again to the tide. £ 
the beach might be seen plirties busy i 
work, or busier at their recreation, — api 
and tossing the ooze as if it were 1; 
broaching the cider cask, and distributi 
vraicking cakes. Mrs. Le Brocq once 
upset the boat, by lifting up her ponden 
with the view of hailing the mowers on sh 
a feat about as practicable in her case as 6 
hands with one on the top of Coutances 
dral. She was glad to reseat herself, and 
worse, and try to wait patiently till il 
should have rounded Archirondei towc 
given her up to tread one of the greet 
from St. Catherine's bay to the ridge, 

othf^r Kirlft nf wliir.li was Tjonise. 
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e'stoiies aa if it had never grown tiieil all 
ese many mouths. 

*' Wlio could liavc iLougLt we had beeo 
Uy V' was Anna'a first exclamation. Hei 
luier was toiling on too fast to reply ; but 
kron gave an unconscious answer to lier tliouglit 
ten lie presently overtook tiiem, and delivered 
3 result of the observation he had lingered on 
£ ridge to make with his boat glass, 
>' Who do you think is in the porcli, mother!" 
f ' Louise '. " 

*'.And who eUe? — No, not her husband, not 
Ctorine ; but her ^ahy. There is a bundle on 
t arm ; I am sure it must be her baby. Charles 
out vraicking, no doubt; and Victurine is milk- 
f, I see, behind there. Not so fast, mother, 
I may advise, Let mc go first. She will be 
la surprised to see me ; and I think she cannot 
, strong yet, or she would have been out 
ucking too." 

It was, in fact, Louise's first evening out of 
ors after her confinement. What an evening 
«ras ! — Anna relieving her of all household 
MS ; her mother overflowing by turns with 
^ting narrative and admiration of the infant ; 
tphen giving a drdl turn to every thing ; and 
^paternal restraint to spoil the whole 1 It was 
pty that night was near, and that it would 
(pe to put a stop to the interesting questions 
I answers that abounded. 
[I* When do you gather your apples, love? I 
^ been thinking we must soon be setting 
yai your cider," 
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" But, mother, only tliink of yoiir-» 
away from London without seeing the kin 

" My (tear, your father did write to hiir 
ia not aa if we h^ had nothing to do wilt 

" And what wa» the answer like ?" 

" Bless me, Anna ! we never thought i 
tlie king's answer. But, really, my head 
Itiil of things, 1 never recollected tu e 
inquire at the poat-office. However, you] 
wiH be more mindful, I dare eay. \Vell, J 
I cannot tliink how you managed witli tl 
to have such a misfortune happen, my ili 
never failed with one all the time I lived I 

"And yoo say you never so muth as t 
Lambeth. I du wonder you did not man 
one way or another." 

" Nobody keeps cows there, Jove, b 
brewers; and then the poor beasts live' 
grains, and seldom taste fresh grain. 
flourish, in a way, too. A great brewer I 
b&d one brought in, intending that itehon) 
the range of the paved yard, on Sundays 
the gate* were shut: but the creator 
fattened on the grains so that when the 
wmild hare let her out, she conld not tarn 
■tall. When they had thinned ber a III 
that she might get exercise, itwas thoug 
the fumes of the liquor had affected het 
she capered about so among the casks 
I never heard but what she yJdded ver* 
breatn, which you do not always see in Lo 

" I woadei how they get cream at all 
you say, there are no cows but one ii 



WELCOME TO BUPPEH, 129 

iwery. Perhajis the excise makes tlie difficulty 
di taking some of the cream for the king ; as 

Xsay the tithing roan does for the parson." ■ 
aron had not heard of an exciseman being 
i instructed to thrust himself between the cow 
i the tnilh-pail ; but he should not be sur- 
iSed any day to hear of its being made part of , 
'■ excise officer's duty to peep in at a dairy lat- 
^ and see what the milk-maids were about with 
ur skimming dishes. Did not he hear horses' 
ft outside ? Could it be Charles ? No ; Charles 
a not coming home to-night. What old 
end could it be ? And he ran out to see. 
•* An old enemy," the guest expected to be 
Ued. It was Janvrin, the lax-gatherer. Every 
dy was struck with the strangeness of tiie 
^iDstnnce that he should appear on this par- 
tiUr night, — to a party who had had so much 
>do with taxes since they had met him last. 
kere was something much more astonishing to 
p in the cordiality of his reception. 
C'The last time 1 saw you all here,'' said he, 
uu certainly wished me at the Caskets, or 
pewhere further off still ; and now, you are 
»puig your good supper upon me, as if I were 
tee to pay money, and not to ask it." 
f* For our former behaviour," replied Aaron, 
•ou may call him to account," — pointing to 
Qihen. " You heard him say what taxation 
H in England, — just paying a trifle more for 
Seles when they were bought ;— such a mere 
$a as not to be perceived. He is not laughing 
ibis sleeve now aa he was whea he told that 
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traveller's tale. It is to our Iiaving take 
tu3 word, Janvrin, and made trial of 
taxation, tliat you owe your ditlereut i 
to-nigh I," 

Stephen ex)ires3e(l his sorrow that ) 
had taken so mucli more effect than 
intendeJ. He really would try, — lie w 
his very best, tg avoid telling travellers' 
the future. 

" The oddest thing is," said Janvrii 
there are some who are no travellers tha 
very same tale. There are dwellers in En, 
even speakers in her parliament) who < 
know the condition and interests of tin 
who go on to insist that the Alching b; 
the taxing of commodities, — is the besi 
raising a revenue. Tiie wonder to tut 
the mouths of such men are not stoppe 
Huch taxes come to be borne," 

" Jiecause it is the ignorant who hav( 
the worst of tlie burden," Stephen i 
" The payment is made unconsciously j 
who pay in the long run. The trader 1 
grievance at first, and makes an ouU 



when the time comes for him to 






out of his customers' pockets, he drops 
and nobody lakes it up. It saves some 
much trouble that all sliould he hush, 
time cannot be far off when honest met 
set to inquh^, and then " 

" And wiiat then '.'' 

" They will report that the tmest kit* 
the peoplewill he rather to preserve ti 
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ect tai, be it what it may, that waa ever 
riled, limn to go on taxing glass and soap, 
i many other things nearly as necessary." 
" If the people are so iitlle aware aa you sayi 
m afraid that day is a long way off." 
'^1 think it is Dear at hand; and for this 
son ; that there has been a beginning mada 
it the excise taxes. The government has set 
e candies, beer, cider and perry, hides and 
hted goods. What should hinder their going 

to glass and soap, now that the mischief 
ftna lo be understood ?" 

■* Especially," said Janvrin, " when they find 
M it is to have fewer officers to pay, and 
kller regiments of spies to provide for, and 
I trouble in delivering money backwards and 
trarda, as they have to do now with drawbacks 
t import duties, and all such troublesome 
IgB. It is a pity thoy should not come Iteie, 
I see what it is to have houses made of free 
jks, and filled with furniture made of un- 
ed wood, and cleaned witli home-made soap, 
I — - — but I need not tell the present company 
|rt it is to live in Jersey, before or after living 
England. The English may have heard a 
e of our meadows, our cattle, and our fruits, 

like to which they cannot make in a season, 
fteir will ; but they can hardly have heard 
Pi of our taxation, or else they would come 
I live here by thousands ; — or rather, mend 
k own plans so as not to be beaten by us in 
ler-selling in their own markets, — not to be 
Iged to us for helping them underhand with 
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eucli corn and oii and wine as we do i 
not to reflect with shame that we have 
tion five newspapers to their one 
tax-gatherer to their ten." 

" Tlie comptroller at St. HelieTs 
advise me not to go to £ngland," b 
" He knew well what he meant in ea 
shall tell him so to-morrow ; and 
because I was inclined to lake it ill a 

" Saying, I suppose, ' What's thi 
Hey, Mr. Aaron ?'' 

" Just GO, I have had my answe 
you. I hope he knows as well how t 
office is from that of an English cu 
officer. When he has done hia se 
wine and spirits, he may put his h 
pocket and amiise himself. I well re 
doing GO, of old. In England, the< 
package that comes on shore that 
pecteii ; and scarcely a thing that is bi 
U> he sold for touch oi taste, that in n< 
to be taxed," 

" That is going too far for any b 
rest. If the English would have no ( 
protection, but only for revenue, they 
sently find out what would hear ctii 
without doing harm to any or all. 1 
tax outwards only what their countr; 
to much better than other countries 
would go on to buy, notwithstandinj 
and inwards nothing at all. When C 
her own tea, and Russia her own tall 
and hides, and England her own iron 
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id each country, in like manner, iU own best 
oduce, and nobody's else, llie curse of the cub- 
US ivill cease from off the earth," 
" Meantime, if the duties were proportioned to 
tt natural prices of articles, and mode to fall 

ih the price, instead of rising " 

** Some of our islanders must change their oc- 
pation ; or fish lobsters in earnest instead of 
Jtence. Then there would be an end of the 
mning curse of smuggling." 
Aaron and Sleplien made no answer, — the 
B apjilyjng himself once more to his plate, and 
t'otber pressing the tax-gatherer again to eat. 
I interval was left for Louise to repeat to him, 
HeVictorine stood open-niouthed to hear, some 
■the wonders of life in Lambeth ; — ihe non- 
■tence of cows, the dearth of baked pars and 
jo, and the actual presence of a river in 
kh nobody thought of washing clothes. This 
linded Victorine to make haste and put away 
ry stray article of apparel before Stephen re- 
id to rest. 



Chapter VIIT. .^H 

a wandbrek still. ^^| 

Iy mother is still asleep, I suppose,'" said 
■on, the next morning, when followed by Anna 
,e was going forth, " I do not wonder ; for 
IB drowsy enough to have slept on liil noon, if 
(I not had this errand of my father's to do at 



** O, yes ; I shall look in upon you 
then at odd times. I may chance to en 
you are all asleep, or to drop in for a 
soup on a winter day. You do not want 
know. The rop&>walk is Maiet*s ; and i 
will take care of the fann.** 

** No, no, Aaron. Nothing will proi 
us if you go out again with those law-bn 
the sea. We shall never be happy if yc 
breaking the laws. God will never pro 

*' How can you say that, Anna, whe 
prospered already as I never thought to 
The worst that can happen to me is to 
tobacco seized now and then. I assure 
is all ; for I am only a trader. It is n 
my business to meet the coast-guard, 
murdered. They can only seize my go 
that signifies little with tobacco, which 
next to nothing, ^nd brings me a fine p 

T? 1 -1 A.\ I- T II :* r»- u^i - 



re the «ea and t!h6 freedom I liave upon it 
>u ought to he glad that I have found a way of 
3 that 1 like, and left one that I hated/' 
Anna only shook her head and wept the more ; 
d then Stephen came groping out ; and, 
ided hy Aaron's voice, approached also to say 
ewell. 

" O, do not go yet,** cried she to Aaron.^** When 
11 you come b^ck ? When will your conscience 

touched about your way of life, about living 

cheating the state ?" 

** Whenever the state shows a little more re- 
rd to the Consciences of the king's subjects 
in it does now. What I do, I have been taught ; 
d you know how, Anna. I shall come back to 
e by the land whenever they cut off my living 

sea. Whenever the English un-tax corn and 
ae and tobacco, I shall come and be a Jersey 

'mer, and you shall milk my cows, unless ' 

Stephen seized the occasion for a joke about 
3 brown maidens of France, into whose com- 
ny Aaron's wild occupations sometimes brought 
n, and about the damsels of the neighbouring 
3ts, who had learned to know the stroke of his 
r from all others, as soon as its flash could be 
m in the sunshine. Aaron laughed ; and 
ighing, bade his sister again farewell. 
She could not even smile. Little did she once 
nk that it could ever make her sad to see Aaron 
irry ; but as little did she then suppose that 
iron would ever live by a lawless occupation, 
dly did she watch him, leading away Kv^ ^o^tcv- 
nion tiJi both were ^uite out oi «v^X\ vcA ^^- 
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did ahe then sit down 


in the 1 


»nd grieve 


over the temptation wl 


hich dre' 


brotlier away from the bioBsominp 


; valley 


his days n 


liglit have proceeded. 


a\ the; 
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mocence and plenty. 





ILLUSTRATIONS 

TAXATION. 

No. V. 
THE 

HOLARS OF ARNESIDE. 

HARRIET MARTINEAU. 



LONDON ; 

IBLES FOX, 67, PATERA OST^W-^W*. 



EHOLARS OF ARNESIDE. 



HARRIET MAKTINEAU. 



LONDON; 
iRLES FOX, 67, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



^ 



TREFACE. 

treating of some of our methods of Tnxtt^oii, 
u been my oljjecl to sliow thiit they art- unjust, 
)U3 and unprofitable, to a degree wliicli could 
er be experienced under a system of simple, 
«t taxation. Believing lliat such a system 
rt be finally and genurally adopted, I liavo en- 
roured to do the Utile in my power towards 
[taring and ' BltmubtiDg the public mind to 
;e t!:e demand. 

f I had consulted my own convenience, and 
value of my little books as literary produc- 
iB, I should have wrJltcn less rapidly than I 
B done. My conviction was and is, that the 
. means of sntisfying the interest of my readers 
mch a subject as I had chosen, was to publish 
ilhly. I am now about to compensate for my 
ih speaking by a long silence. It coats me 
le pain to say lliis : but the great privilege of 
lan life, — that of looking forward, la for ever 
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at liand stimulus and solace ; and i alreaJj 




pass ov le few years of preparation, and coi- 




teoiplati lime when, lietter qualified for tba 




service, ly greet my readera again. 
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THE MYSTERIES OF WISDOM. 

OME, my maiileii : come and tell me. Vou 
« what it ia 1 like lo hear of a Sunday even- 
," aaid Nurse Ede to her little girl. Nurae 
Bitting with hei hands before her, heaide the 
round tahle from which she had cleared away 
•upper. As it was Sunday evening, alie 
d not work i and nurse had never been taught 
read. Little Mildred was standing on tiie 
r-sill, watching Owen and Ambrose who were 
aged outside. As she turned in at her motlier's 
mans, slie said she thought it rained ; which 
sheep would be glad of to-morrow, 
[rs. Ede went to the door lo call in lier boys, 
Owen's best jacket should suffer by the rain. 
Bless the lads !'' cried she. " What are they 
jvling on the ground in that manner fur ?" 
Watching tiie ants home," Mildred ex- 
Md, " There are more ants than ever, mother : 
Q a line. Ambrose found where they went to 
le end ; and now be is looking for the other 
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nest. They are running as fast as ever tbey 
go," 

"Thougli'tia Sunday, "observed nurse, 
'tis not every body that Stinday is given 1 
it is no rule, my dear, because the ante 
fast 33 ever they can go, that you fthdUld 
walk cjiiielly to school and lo church, as the T 
bids. Come in, my deara, and leave the an 
go to their beds. It is coming up for mn, 
mizzles somewhat already, Come in, and 
me ahuut school this morning, I liad not 
luck to be at A School in my day," she went 
to Bay, while the boya followed her in, and bn 
the dust from each other's elbows atid k 
" I had nothing to tell my poor father 
Sitnday evening, of what I had learned. S 
me hear now. I am sure you wete M 
children thia morning." 

On the occasion of Sunday evening, Oie 
dren were indulged with the use uf the fine,! 
footslool, which the late Mrs. Arruther^^ 
worked with her own hands as a wedding m4 
for nurse's mother. When infamB, it had 
their weekly privilege to show their moUttikll 
of the embroidered flowers was a rose, afldl 
n heart's-ease, and which a tulip; and noW 
they were somewhat too old to confound " 
and the tulijj, they look it in turn ' " 
stool at their mother's knee, while 
their tillle learning to her who m< 
from her owti children some scraps 
(rllich she had been denied the o_ 
gaining during Vvei omv^oim?,4'si' 
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' I warrant I know what set ys to look after 
ants," Bail! she. " There is a bit about the 
8 in the bible that I have heard read in church, 
tich of ye can read it to me, I wonder V 
\n)brose looked at Owen, and Owen looked 
ibtfuUy at the large old bible which Mildred 
erently brought down from the shelf, at a 
nee from her mother. Owen did 'not know 
ite, in all that great book, to look for the bit 
lut the ant. While he was turning over the 
tes, stopping to consider every great A he 
le to, Mildred wanted to know whether it was 
ant that had tickled her face at church this 
rning, and bung from her hair by a thread 
iiller than she couid see. 
t was of the nature of an ant, her mother 
ught. It had much the make of an ant : but 
ras called a money-spinner. 
' Does it spin money V asked Mildred [quickly, 
'0 yes. My father used to tell me it would 
1 penny pieces from the ground up as high as 
thatch." 

'.And as high as the mill, perhaps ?" 
■ r dare say. But my father did not tell me 
t, by reason of the mill not being built in his 

' I wish I had not put the money-Bpinner 
ly," said Mildred, thoughtfully, " I wiah I 
Id get another.'' 

' Perhaps one will be Bcnt to you one of these 
B, if you be a steady girl. And you will get 
ny pieces, and periiaps silver as you grow 
ger, if you look to the sheep %s ^aut ta'^'UBt. 
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would have you. Now, boys : have yoa' 
about the ant ?" 

No. They had found "Adam" near tl 
ginning, and had got past "Aaron," anil 
lliat " Abimelech" was too long a word to 
one they wanted. The " Ands" aboundd 
to tantalize and perplex them exceedingly 
when Owen recollected that " ant" niighr 
with a small " a," hoth came to a full stop. 
mother was kind enough, however, to u 
another part of the bible would do as welL 
might read her the piece they had read ii 

Owen began. If e did his best ; never li 
olT the book, or sparing himself the troi 
spelling every word that he did not knoi 
hia mother gained little by what he read 
mixed hia spelling witli his reading so comi 
and varied hia tone bo little, not knowing 
should render the atops as evident to bis i 
car as they were to hia eye, that she coul 
nothing of the sense. The passage wa 
some prieata carrying the ark over Jordai 
thia was a puzzle to her. Her principi 
about Jordan Vas that almonds came i 
and she now therefore learned for the fii 
that almonds came like fish out of the 
and how the ark, which she knew had 
Noah and his family, and a pair of every, 
creature in the world, should itself be cu 
the shoulders of a few clergvmen, was wl 
could nut clearly comprehend. It happen 
Oiven had been to\i \W\ 'iV^e sjevt t,wi 
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1 the difference between tiiem ; but be did not 
nember to explain liiis : so bis mother, who 
uld not for the world wonder at any tiling tbu 
Ud be found in the bible, supposed that it was 
right, sighed to think that her poor husband 
I not lived to wilness his eldest boy's learning, 
i then smiled at Ambrose when it became his 
n to try, 

Vmbrose was in the class below Owen. At 
sent, he could read only by spelling every 
:d. Wiiile he was about it, Mildred's eyes and 
;ntion wandered. Tiie rain was now pattering 
linst the lattice, and dripping from the thatch 
ittle streams, which n ray from the parting 
lids in die west made to glitter like silver. 
;n the light grew almost into sunshine on the 
1 of the room, and on the shelf where nurse 
I up the apparatus of her art. Mrs. Ede waa 
aloyed by her few opulent neiglibours as a 
te only ; but she was regarded as also a doc- 

by the poor residents in the village of Ame- 
t. She held herself in readiness, not only to 
se them, night or day, when they were ill, but 
idminister to them from the phials and bottles 
red, yellow, and black liquids which stood or 

shelf. These medicines now shone in the 
Item light so biiiliontly as to catcli her little 
ghter's eye ; and. while looking, Mildred ob- 
red two or three new articles of a strange con- 
iction which lay upon the shelf, or hung 
inet the wall. She could not wait till Am> 
Be had done reading to ask what they were ^ 
, ihc was answered as she m\g,\it \\a.\« Yw^-w^^^ 
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she would be, — by a mysterioua look, and i 
laid upon the lips. It was not only thi 
brose vvas reading, but that it was utterly 
to question Mrs, Ede about the circumstai 
her art, Wliether she was persuaded thai 
ledge as to her means would destroy fiuih 
practice, or that she wislied to preserve 
coming degree of awe in her little ones b 
tery in the one matter in which sfae wai 
than ihey, — it so happened that they had 
enticed tier into tlie slightest confidence r 
iug the furniture of tlie south wall of -hei 
When Ambrose brought in the roots he hd 
directed to procure on the heath, the baal 
rusty knife were gravely delivered up, i 
ceived without a smile, and with only a « 
inquiry as to whether the room had growl 
moonahiny or shady piece of turf; an^ 
ther the dew was off or on when tliey wq 
up. Sometimes, when she was believed 
gone out for the day, one little sinner p| 
Etool.for another to climb, that the nd 
might be handled and smelled as well aaj 
at. Tasting was out of the question, so ^ 
were the stories which they liad heard ^ 
people who had fallen down dead witb th^ 
drawing of a forbidden cork. Once, alsd 
returned unexpectedly wlien Owen had « 
firom the mill, and Mildred from the mm 
they were trying experiments with the lew 
her bandages ; Owen in a comer, hola 
end, and hia BiBtet a\ l\»« o^v^aite corner, I 
iierself round aniTOftBi\» t'tcVii'^ ^xJ^j 
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. long Btrip would fold about her body. What 
: heard said by way of warning to Ambrose, 
en tiie exposure was made to him, might have 
ght her the uselesaneas of questions : but she 
got the incident of the bandage when she this 
ning offended again by her curiosity. She 
what she could to profit by Ambrose s read- 
■, rocking herself and crossing her arms in 
tation of her mother ; but her eyes would still 
tt upon the shelf, and her heart could not help 
'ying the kitten which bad made a daring leap 
and was now thrusting in its nose, and making 
lint jingle among the Bacred vessels. 
' This ia what you should attend to, my dear," 
sc explained, laying her hand upon the bible, 
en the boy was at length taking breath after 
task. " The Lord gave the bible for little 
Is to understand ; and they should not ask 
it it is not proper for them to know." 
' How are we to find out what it is proper for 
M know?'' asked Owen. 
in mother told him that there would always 
somebody at hand to tell him; — either Mr. 
lugh, OT the parson, or herself. She would do 
best, she was sure. 

* I shall not ask Mrs, Amither, I can tell 
," observed Owen. " She never lets Mr. 
tugh alone about the Sunday school ; and she 
I done all she can to set the parson against it.'' 
> She is very strong in her mind against lliat 
ool, indeed, Owen; andmany'slhe time when 
has been sharp with me for letting ■jo-a.Xta.^^, 
in^ herself a had opinion oi \etkTO\R% ^'^'t ^'^'^ 



I hoped I wu not out of my duty wj 
you go to the achool. as Mr. Waugt 
And 1 hope Ambroae and Mildred are { 
Ihnnkful fur being allowed to go, as we 
though not belonging to the papex-mill, 
only to take their schooling every otl 
whea it is not their turn with the sbeep, 

" Ambrose can't keep up io the clasi 
3B if he went every Sunday, like tha otl 

" The more reason for his making tl 
his time when be is there. Only think, , 
wbat it would have been for you to be O 
hills every Sunday, away from the chi 
no more able to read your bible than 
trust, tny dear, that you will be aa we 
Owen, though not perhaps BO soon, (bul 
have time before you to go on learning 
is done,) to read a chapter to me wlie 
old, and maybe not able to hear the c)et| 
church. But you must none of you 
upon learning mure than it is propM^ 

^ 



know, lest you ahould bring me | 
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Mildred lost no time in availmg herself of Uiis 
miseion to play. Puss had disappeared ; but 
en called, she showed herself through a hole in 
I crazy wall of the cottage, and jumped upon 
Idred all the way as she went to the door. 
' Me ! where are all the clouds gone V ex- 
ioied Mildred, shading her eyes with ber hand, 
1 looking up into the sky. " 'Twas rif^hl black 
en you called me in ; and now it is all blue, 
era's not a cloud." 

' They are all fetched up above the ahy, my 
r, to make a fine Sunday evening." 
* I doubt wiietber the sheep will like it alto. 
her as we do," observed Aoibroee, " There is 
list on their walk yonder ; and it is my belief 
ir coats are heavy with wet at this very 

0." 

Vmhrose was very conaeijuential about sheep, 
te being no one at home to contradict any- 
ig he might say about creatures that he had 
ra to do with than eitiier motlter or brother. 
that could be done was to question whether 
tgnilied to the sheep whether they were more 
I mist on a Saturday or a Sunday evening. 
t made no difference to them, and they were 
len and out of sight, it remained a fine Sun- 
evening to people below ; and that was 
tigh lo be thankful for. 
Chile the whole party was gazing with shaded 
I towards the upland which was enveloped 
!ta white cloud, through whose folds neither 
It nor man cuuld at present be discerned, 
{flbody seized little Mildred by the shoulders 
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. being I 



from behind. 

Bcrcamed. 

" Dear me, Ryan, is it you ?" excj, 
to tlie uld man who had approach^ 
" And ail dripping wtlli the lain,- 
and all. — and we have no fire! Bi 
one presently. Hoys, bring in same 
the shed; and Mildred, strike a lif 
think of Btanding in yoi|r wet clothe?. 
But who would have expected to see 
ling with your sack on a Sunday?" 

Ryan would not be blamed for ma| 
to see an old rricnd. He had a i 
hour's cbnt wilii nurse £de, if she wi 
dry his isack, and lay his head upoi 
comer of her cottage. As for the t 
nurse was quite willing; and Ryan w 
to house-room : but she was engage 
sorry to eay, to sit up with Mrs. A 
night. She had promised to be at tl 
nine o'clock. No time was lost. The 
of the burning furze soon made Ryan 



for chat and bread and eggs. 

" So the poor old lady is ill, is sha 
" What, is she very bad 7'' 

" Very bad. With all the trying, l 
getting down to tlie wound; and b1 
afflicted with spasms in the blood thi 
heart turn round till I sometimes doi 
it will ever come right again. She 

'^ If all be true thai is said," decL 
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ire is enough happening to bend her heart 

ow? What? Who waa doing any harm to 
Arruther?— There waa no use in the chil- 
• asking and listening. This was one of the 
t of knowledge not meant for them. Ttiey 
I find out no mure than that the newit related 
'X. Arruther, the lady's son, and the member 
Bmall borough in the district ; and that the 
rnnan had done something very wicked. 
t was his crime could not be discovered. 
ther he had overlooked seams in sorting 
or let a lamb stray, or torn his clothes in the 
1, and forgotten to mend them, or played 
the hassock at church, must be ascertained 
Aer : but some one of these offences it must 
I the children had heard of no others, 
\iid what is your news, Ryan 1" asked hia 
h in her turn. ' ' Sure you must have some, 
I as you travel this way and that V 
Ly ; I have news. I have news plenty ; 
Lb you liave hardly chanced to Lear in your 
t fancy." 

Vhy, really ! and yet I have lived in the 
irhenallthe news about Buonaparte used lo 
( when our people used to be hanging the 
Ifom the church almost every month, for a 
y or something. It can hardly be anything 
R- than that. Hark, children, hark ! Mr, 
is going to leil us some news, But 1 
Byan. it is such as may be (old on a Lord's 
fening." 
hrtainly. If my news be not diligently 
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Spread, we may cimnce soon to have ni 
Lurd's day evenings. You may laok sb 
but what is to come of ail Christian thing 
the heathen come upon ub ? and what hi 
are so bad as the Turks, you know ?" 

Mrs. Ede quailed with consternation, 
having heard of the Turks, and having lU 
idea about heathens than that the bihle 
them very bad people, and that (for bo a 
always taken for granted) they lived i 
heath — probably after the manner of ) 
She was afraid this bad news was too I 
many opportunities as Mr. Ryan Iiad for kl 
wliat was going on abroad. 

" Indeed you are right. Mrs. Etle. Q 
man from abroad that told me. lie has n 
three montlis over from Hamburgh with) 
of rags from the Mediterranean ; and he jl 
me that the Turks are coming up to tak«: 
and Europe, and make Turkish Blaves ofl 
Christians." ; 

"The Lord have mercy! And thenj 
pose, I had better nut let my boy and giH 
on the hills after the sheep. It will be I 
keep them at home, won't it f 1 would i 
out their little wages, rather than lliat they 
light upon any Turks under the hedges, oc 

" You will have notice in good time, 
hour. I myself will endeavour to let yoU 
the first minute I can. And if 1 don't, 
find it out by all the church-bells tailing, 
battles on aU aides ikrough the coantry. 
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y bell that has a clapper will toll, partly to 
notice, and partly to aee what the Turks can 
.gainst the Chtiatian beils of our Christian 
vhes. Yes, every bell in the land will toll." 
Same as when the princess died,'' said Mil- 
. " I heard the great bell all the way from 
— that day, when 1 was on the hill-top. 
be I'll hear it again, if the wind come from 

Indeed you shall not he on the hill-top, 
1, the day that the Turks come. Could you 
us an idea when it will be, Ryan ? It would 
pity hut some of the ewes should yean first, 
IS not dictating to the Lord to say so." 
he enemy could hardly be coming ju^t yet, 
n thought, as the Government was going to 
ge the Parliament, in hopes of getting one 
would be more fit to preserve the empire 
the present. Mr, Arruther would he soon 
ng into the neighbourhood to manage his 
ion; and that event might serve in some 
as a token. 

Mrs. Arruther would have known all about 
Turks, if everything had been right, — you 
V what I mean 1" said Mrs. Cde lo her guest, 
it I suppose, as it is, I iiad better not men- 
anything of danger to the poor lady, sick as 

By no means, unless she breaks the suhjeot 
)u. Tell her other aorta of news. Tell her 
I and my sack are likely soon lo come travel- 
&t the rate of a hundred miles an hour." 
0, Mr. Ryan, where will you find the horses 



H TBS wtstehikb oi' triBnasf. 

lliat will bring you at that rnte ? Why, I 
dfcd horseB would not bring you so quick a 
if you bad money to hire tbem !" 

Hyan smiled, and said that he meant to 
at this rate witliout horeeB at all. Ay; 
might wonder at any one travelling at such 
on foot ; but the way was this : — there wns i 
sort of road going to be made, on which tH 
Iiorse was to set foot, and wlitre, by paying 
a-crown to getupon il, a man and his bag 
—and a woman too, — might do as he ha4 
It ivas to be called a rail-ioad. 

Because it was to be railed in, no don 
keep off those who could not pay half-a-i 
Now, if the government could keep the c 
olF this road, and let all its own jieople nji 
all might run away, bo as to leave the Tuij 
chance of fbllowing, Tbia seemed to a 
prospect of efcape ; and nurse rose in 
epirits, to put on her bonnet to go to Mrs. 
llier's. A curious picture nas before her i 
eye, of Ryan's gliding along a rail-road w\ 
Back on bis back, as fast ae she bad sotta) 
gone in dreams, — for all the world like 
eliding on the ice in winter. The woadt 
that, if Ryan Bpoke truth, this curiotis mad 
be quite as efficacious on the hottest day ol 
mer as after a week's frost. 

When she had finished ber little arransri 
for the comfort of her guest, and bidden hir^ 
niglit, she called Ambrose out after her, i 
sired him to fetch cheese from the village g 
for Rvan'a breaWa,Bt,V\\a vnQmtW&wj^jji^ 
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ipenod. If he was there Ly the time the first 
Her waa taken down, he might cut for himself 
Mildred a quarter of the cheese he should 
a home. It would give a relish to their 
d when they should have been after the sheep 
R couple of hours, and feel ready for their 
kfast on the hill-aide. 



? 



Chapter II. 

MATERNAL ANTICIPATIONS, 

jhcre must he no communication with 
)ther about the moat important article of 
n's news, nurse would have had no objection 
dk it over a little on lier way through the 
ge; but she found no opportunity to do so. 
» were no walkers to be seen enjoying the 
pf the evening by the side of the placid Arne, 
flowed on towards the fall where it turned 
wheel of Mr. Waugh'a paper-mill. There 
1 no iiusbanda and wives sitting outside their 
s, after having put their children to sleep, 
« were no lingerers in the churciiyard, talk- 
)ver the sermon of the morning. A low, 
ised murmur of suppressed voices issued 
the narrow opening of the ale-house door, 
stood ajar, and let a gleam of light from 
a fall across "the road. Almost every in- 
r was visible from being more or less lighted 
but no one offered encouragement for a 
. of conversation in passing. l\x^. 'Da-^iV^ 
c 1 
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was Biapping her boy Tom because he would ml 
go to sleep as she bade bim ; and Mrs. Grew 
whose children were more obedient in this oa 
lespcct, was dozing witb her head upon tltebiblr, 
by wayofwhiling away the lime till ber huBbu' 
should come home from the Rose; Kate Jefen 
was reading to her grandfather as he sat h b 
great chair ; and it would not do to inteiT^ 
her, leat it should be the bible that she was !M^ 
ing. A knot of lads were gathered about ik 
churchyard gate ; but their voices soumied 
rude, that nurse, who was a eomewbat 6m 
woman, made a circuit to avoid passing thm^f 
them. The porter at Mrs. Arruther's lellw" 
with a Btudious haste which seemed to i] 
that he thought her late ; and she did not 
to he told so. In the housekeeper's room 
only tarried to see that her close cap looked 
and to pin on the shawl she always wore 
she sat up at night. Mrs. Arruther had i 
for ber six times in the last ten minutes ; to 
was not a moment to be lost, 

" You were to come at nine o'clock, and ill 
ten minutes past, nurse," said the sick 
" This is always ihe way people treat me,- 
Ihere was not a clock in Ameside." 

There were several clocks in Ameaidei. 
one of which it was two minutes 
another it wanted a quarter to au 
was at half-past eight, and a fourth 
three as nurse passed its door. But' 
never contradicted her patienti 
Bean's arma\,an.i vi;i« aAmom^aKA^iitAnb] 
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an could possibly be of half so much tmport- 
I as Mrs. Arruther. 

I know how it is, nurse. It is those children 
JUTS that can do nothing for themselves, any 
i than any other children that are educated 
la fashion is now. They will want you to 
Ltheir faces for them, and put them to hed, as 
as they live, if you go on iiending them to 
Sunday school." 

nrse was very sorry to ]iear this. She did 
know, in such a case, what they were to da 
St theii faces washed when she should be 
to her grave, where she hoped to be long 
■e her three children. But indeed she must 
br her little folks that they could all put 
selves to bed, and had done it, even the 

Jsst, tlieae two years past. 
y, ay ; that was before you sent them to 
efaool. Keep them there a little longer, and 
will be fit for nothing' at all. ^'ou never 
believe any warning I give you about it; 

tell you again, the three last housemaids I 
faisyear, one after the other, were the worst 
tver entered my doors; and they could all 

and write. What do you think of that 1 
f head ! My head ! " 
^se thought it was time that the draught 
i be taken, and proposed to smooth the piU 
ind shade the tight. This done, slie wound 
« lady's watch, and sat down behind ths 
IB, in hopes that the patient would sleep, 
it, however, lliere seemed but little chance. 
Arruther tossed about, nikd cTosn&iL okAVm 
c a ' 
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wonder why she coiilil not go to sleep like d 
people, till nurse was obliged to take notice,! 
ask whether there was anything that alie o 
do for lier. 

" Do ! yea, to be sure. Bring out tiie If 
from wherever you have hidden it. 
enough not to be able to go out and a 
I have done all my life tiil now; i 
won't let me see what is in my owan 
are you going to put the light ? Ni 
picture. You know I can't bear 1 
And, mind, to-morrow morning — 
what do you lift up your hand in 
for?" 

Nurae could only beg pardon. She had is 
an involuntary gesture of astonishment oo it 
ing that the lady could not bear that 
pieture of her own only son, — ihat picture w. 
represented him in fais chubby boyhood, t 
at liis mother's knee, with hoop in hand. 
was told not to be troublesome with her h 
but to see that the picture was carried t, 
the lumber garret lo-aiorrow, and somethiiig!^ 
in its place to hide its marks on the wall ; 
thing that would not stare down upon people 4 
they lay in betl, as that child's eyea did. 
tuusing tiie wearied maid, just as etie was W 
asleep, nurse obtained a muslin apron, 
when she stood on the table, she could hangli^ 
the picture : and two or three ping, jadkiDaJ 
applied below, obviated all danger of ibe^ 
rising with any breath of air, so as lo i' 
the foatureBo" ' 
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You had belter take warning, and look to 
children in time, nurse, before (hey grow 
3 plague you as my boy has plagued me." 
be had drawn back the curtain, and now 
'ed herself aa much dispoaed for conversation 
she had taken a waking instead of a sleep- 
Imught. 

And you lay it all to education, ma'am i 
tliink the univeriiity to blame for it ? Well ! 
lard to say." 

What put such a notion into your head? 
I ever dreams of objecting to the university 
jenllemen ? You would not have my son 
ght up as ignorant as a ploughboy ; would 
I No, no. I have done my duly by him 
hat way. He had tlie best-recommended 
s I could get for him, and every advantage 
le university that was to be had ; and the 
proof of what was done for him is the credit 
ot there, and the prizes, and the reputation, 
is a very tine scholar. Nobody denies 

irse pondered the practicability of putting 
uestion she would have liked to iiave had an- 
sd; whether learning had had the same effect 
Mr. Arruther that the lady had anticipated 
^wen and Ambrose. Nurse would fain 
' whether Mr. Arruther could wash his own 
,and put himself to bed. 
!iet us hope, ma'am, that tlie young gentle- 
will live and learn. If he is not able to do 

things now, perhaps " 

Utile things I What sort of little things ? " 
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" Well, ma'am, T thought if your late 
inciids could not polish the fire-irons, or mill 
bed to your liking, and if yuu fear that n 
should not keep themselves clean when 
gone, because of their learning, pcrhapa. , 
indeed, when I once aaw the young geni 
hia gloves were as white as my apron, k 
Bun^ine came back from tlie polish of bii 
I never saw a neater gentleman." 

" He is a puppy," replied the teDder i 
" I suppose it was that dandy ehow cf I 
caught the eyes of the low creature he hi 
ried. If f never get the better of this i 
she shall have nooe of my clotlieG to weai 
shopkeeper's daughter shall be seen in thi 
my mother left to me. I had rather gi»e 
of thera to you, nurse, at once," 

" God forbid, ma'am ! What should I di 
laces? Such as I!" 

" Very true. Now it is strange that t 
eihie woman like you, who knows wlikt is pi 
in her own case, should be so wrong abou 
children. What have they to do with edn 
any more than you have with lace» 1" 

Nurse took retiige under the sanctioii n 
clergyman and of Mr. Waugh ; and pM 
that she had as little idea of sending 0«« 
Ambrose to the university, as of vikmf 
Mildred should wear the lady's family \ 
cieunes and Mechlin, 

" Wei! ; I wonder what it is thai you 
have ! I can't make out what it is that yea 
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MA'atn, if I had all I wjahed for but I 

ai well be setting on a cup-full of bruth to 
1, as ! fancy you may take a liking to a 
, by -and- by." 

H lady let nurse do tliis. When she was 
of wondering- whetliei she could take any 
I when it should he warm, she languidly 

3o on. What would you have for your 
:an ? Pray remember what I have heard 
ly yourself — that pride comes before a fall." 
knd n much greater one than I said that 
> me, ma'am. But I would not have my 
■en made proud, because I should be sorry 
ihould fall below what they are. If I had 
'ish, it would be that Owen should have 
at the mill as long as he lives, so as to bo 
' sure of eighteen shillings a week for a 
luance ; and that he should marry such a 
I Kate Jeffery, who would take as much 
if his house as I would myself ; and that 
faould never want for shoes and stockings 
cir children's feet. And much the same 
nbrnse." 

i that all? They might have all this with- 
Kding and writing." 

erhaps so, ma'am ; but Kate reads to her 
kther of a Sunday evening, as I saw when 
led to-night; and the neighbours think, 
U as I, that it is the boys that get on 
qth their learning that go straightest to 
work; not swinging on the churchyard 
lor eweating, to get a look that they may 
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make game of from grave people passii 
As for Mildred, I don't well know what t 
'Tis hard work for poor girla when the; 
and have their families early : but ihen, I 
he loth to leave her to live Boiitary in o 
tage, spending her days all alone upon t! 
However, that will be aa the Lord | 
Meantime, 1 should best like that fiAeei 
hence, when the boys will bs perhaps 
away, my girl should be keeping our plac 
for me, and |;iving me her arm to chun 
helping me with her little learning when, i 
happens, 1 am at a loss to answer, for i 
knowing. 1 hava no wish to be idle, I ai. 
I hope to knit her stockings and make liei 
coats still, if she will clean the cupboar 
and entertain the clergyman belter than 
do." 

The clergyman was not present to sU 
inquiry whether such were the sum total i 
purposes for which spiritual beings were in 
into a world teeming with spiritual influ 
If he had been there, lie might not, m 
have got a curtsey from nurse by tcUiRg n 
her views were quite proper, and that shei 
understood what to desire fur her young 
Perhaps he might have thought little bel 
Urs. Arruther's aspirations. 

" My boy has cruelly disappointed me, 
declared : " and yet I wished fiir no more i 
had a right to expect from him. I iritht 
he should be a good scholar ; and u> F 
wished that he should have the lookftfl 
ners of a gentleman." 
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bid sure, ma'am, bo lie has ?" 
> yes : and 1 hoped to Bee him in parlla- 
if it was only for once ; and I carried tliia 
. and mean to carry it again, if I can. He 
parliament wUli my money, and he Bliall 
?noiigh for tlie next election. But there'a 
Id. Instead of marrying aa I wished, he 
Jten up with a tradesniaii's daughter ; and 
iy make tlie best of his bargain. Not an 
K my land, nor a abilling of my money 
can leave away, shall lie bave. If I am 
OinteJ in him, I will bave my satisfaction. 
do what I can to show people that they 
I take care what they expect from their 
iti. He sha'n't have all the laugh on hii 

He slia'n't Bay for nothing that my be^ 
IT to him is unpardonable." 
tc wondered wbetber at the univerattV 
tugbt to forgive and forget. If Ihey did, 
M the young gentleman would be bent 
tiahing up matters, if he thought himself 
ion 1 and Ihen there might be a coming 
bn the other side. 

lon't know what they do there about for- 
; but I am sure they teach the young men 
(et. He never wrote to me above once, 
t year iie was there ; and that was fot 
And he never thought more of his 

Ellen, though 1 told him to marry her, 
luested him to send her down a lap-dOg 
ne. When 1 asked him what he meant 
« said Ellen and all bad entirely slipped 

aoiy> I told him my mtad^ pretty jJaialy t 
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80 I suppose it win slip liis memory llial 
hereabouts, wlien he comes down to his c 
If he tries the gate " 

*' 0, ma'am ! You will not turn him as 

" No : it might coet him hia election ; 
don't wish thai. 1 sliould nii»s my owi 
from tlie newspapers then ; and it would ' 
to lose my pleasure in the newspapers, 
do nothing to hurt his election, lie slud 
in to see mc; and then I will say to bio 
that lawn and those fields, and all this hoi 
the plate would have been yours very bw 
I can't live long,) if you had marrie 
cousin Ellen, as 1 bade you : but it is too 
that now ; and Ellen's husband shall liav 

' — What do you look in that way for, 

I am not going to leave it into another 
EUen's husband shall take my name bel 
touches a. shilling." 

" And if a judgment should come u 
meantime, ma'am. If the heathen shou 
Did not you say there is to be a new el 
Is not that the same as the government gf 
new parliament?" 

"To be sure." 

" And that is done when a danger b 1 
to be at hand, is not it ?" 

" Nut always ; and if it was, no liu 
come to my property. The deeds are 
my lawyer's hands, — in his strong-box 
enough.'' 

It was plain that Mrs. Arruther kne| 
about tliQ approach of the Turks ; ap) 
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ruel to tell lier, when she might very likely 
before Ihey appeared in ArnGsitle. 
What are you afraid of, nurse ? I ara sure 
are in a panic about something. It is too 
, for your boya to be marrying against your 
I suppose ?" 

Yes, thank God. And they will never be 
to marry so far below them as your young 
leman may do ; for the reason that tlicy will 
r Btand so high aa he. But yet 1 can fancy 
if my Owen took to a giggling jade, with 
hair hanging about her ears, and a sharp 
J, it wouid weigh heavy on my heart." 
And your money would weigh light in his 
;et, hey ?" 
I shall have no money to leave, ma'am ; and 

No money to leave ! I dare say. You never 
have money to leave while you throw away 

services as you do. 1 did wonder at you 
week, when you managed to find somebody 
to sit up with old Mr. Barnes, that you might 
B Widow Willis's child. I saw beforehand 

would come of it. The child died, just the 
! ns if you had been with Mr. Barnes ; and 

missed your chop, and brandy and water, 
die handsome pay you would have had ; and 
Barnes is a nice, mild old gentleman, that 
might have been glad to nurse. 1 thought 
knew your duty to your children better than 
BSta your services in any such way," 
urse was very sorry the lady was displeased 

what she had done. She had acted for the 



these things against her when aha was j 
" You seem to be always thinking hi 
will be after you are gone. What will 
signify when you are cold in your grave 
" It seems natural, ma'am, when ono 
dren to care for. 1 hardly think that 
us children only that we may play w 
wliile tliey sprawl about and amuse U8, a 
use of them while tliey are subject to > 
having no steady one of their own. I 
the yearning that motiiers have after tl 
and daughters when they are grown up 
and women, that it must be meant for u 
a hold over their heaits when they hi 
acting by our wills. And so, when , 
what is to happen when I am gone, it it 
feeling tlial I dare not go and appear bi 
without doing my best to Imveitiy cJ^ 
of me as one thai tried to do her \ 
and them." 



>ppear bi 
my (!«■ 

:"3 
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uld make no difFerence between Ijim and 
■egt. My father's bible is, as tUey kuow, to 
I the one tbat can lead in it best wlien I am 
y death-bed ; and the other few things are 
equally divided. My girl is to have my 
ling-wlieel ; and the deal table will be 

a's; and tlie chair aod three BtooU '* 

Fhose things are to your children, I Buppotei 
\ the same as my lawn and this house to my 

t dare eay they would be, ma'am ; and, in 
sense, all property lliat is left by the dying 
3 living seems lo be much alike, whether it 
eat, or whether it be little. To my mind, 
lot so much the use of a legacy to give 
ures to those that can enjoy little pleasure 
a parent or other near friend is taken away, 
leave the comfort of feeling tliat the de- 
d wished to be just and kind. It is all very 
you aee, that my girl should have the use 
y spinning- wheel ; but if it was made of 

Solomon's cedar wood, Mildred's clii^ 
jre would be to think, wliile she spun, that 
lembered Iter kindly when 1 lay dying ; and 
is, a spinning* wheel does as well as a room 
f pictures, or a mint of money. And when 
a family quarrelling and going to law about 
father's legacies, 1 cannot but think how 

belter it would be for them if each of the 
Iters had but a spinning-wheel, and each of 
>ns neither more nor less than a deal table, 
: chair their father sat in. — Hut," lowerin^^ 
oice, " here am 1 chalUivng on ■»i"\'Cv\o>iN- 



more eofily drew the cunain. When, 
lence, nurse began to consider what, i 
iieBs of lier heart, she had been aaytn 
thunderstruck at her own want of gooi 
ill uttering wliat must have seamed im 
a reproof to the lady about her condi 
son. Her heart beat in her throat as 
teiice afler another of her discourse c 
upon her memory. What was sht 
should he lecturing Mrs. Arrulher ?~B 
the lady had hecn too drowsy to listei 
to be hoped so, rather than tnat she sli 
poae that nurae was paying her oiF for 
sition to the (children's going to the act 

When Bufficientiy composed for tl 
duty which she never omitted, nurse id 
usual prayers the petition that this buS 
might be spared till she could see cleui 
was ju9t that she should do towards th 
liad displeased her. Before she hai. 
there was another moveraenl, and_j 
" dear!" from within the curt 

" I ho_ped_you had hee n aaleep. 
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I, nurae. I cannot bear tlie thouglit of it. 
aventa my getting to sleep. I believe I shall 
( close my eyes all night," 
use really thought she would, if she would 
take the other draught, aud settle her miud 
nUile herself about nothing till to-morrow. 
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TCH down a plate from the cupboard, Am- 
, aud cover up the beer, while I cut the 
le. I suppose we may have a quarter of the 
e, BA mother said,'' observeil Mildred to 
rose, as the early sun was peeping in through 
pper panes of itie cottage lattice the next 
ing. 

i^es ; we may have the quarter. I was at 
ihop before the first shutter was down, 
—here's a plate for Mr, Ryan's cheese, 
vil! carry ours in the paper I brought it in. 
Hiiall I keep puss from getting at the things? 
t tiiat Mr. Ryan stirring ?— Mr. Ryan ! Mr. 
['' (calling throup;h the door.) " Please to 
to your breakfast here, that the cat does not 
. We are going now i and Owen is gone 
; mill ; and mother is not home yet." 
M witii you, lad I" answered Ryan from 
1. " Leave the cat to me. And if you can 
up any rags for me among the briers, you 
I always give honest coppers for them ; 

D S 



aod yet more for tarred ropes, if such an I 
comes in your way." 

" Tarred ropes ! How should we get I 
If tar by itself would do, I could help ] 
some of that. The shepherds always ka 
against the eheaiinf^. Would tar by itself 

The lout! laugh from within showed Aa 
that he had said something foolisb ; a 
hastily departed, supposing that Mr. Ry« 
been making a joke of him. 

Cool and moist as all had been in the 
aa lliey passed, the children found that th 
was gone from the furze-bushes on the hiU 
that the sun was very warm. 

" What had we better do ? " asked 
contemplating the yellow cheese, which be 
shine almost aa soon aa she opened the 
" Shall we eat it directly ? 1 think 1 ai 
ginning to be very hungry ; are not you / 
it will be half melLed, and the bre&d dn 
carry it about in the sun." 

" Mother said we were to keep the ah( 
a couple of hours first," was Ambrose' 
" And besides, I have some leaves to 
her; and they won't be fit if I let them 
the dew is off; and it is off already, exce| 
the ahady side of the bushes. Put the f 
under the shady side of this bush ; I'll 
it. — Do you go about and get some ra)^j 
can find any. The briers and hedges 
meet likely placca." 

" There won't be any Turks under the 
will there!" aBk.e4 ■WAii&i,\*i^fe\\ft!jjT 
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; don't know. I don't riglitly know whnl 
I nre ; but if anything lia[i{}ena amiss, call 
>ud to me, and I'll come. Go ; make haBte. 
iheep are quiet enough." 
ind bow are we to know wlien two hours 

iVe must each guess, 1 supimse ; and if we 
agree, we'll draw lots with a long apike of 
and a short one. The long one for me, 
now, because I'm the eldest." 
forty minutes, both were agreed that two 
were over ; and each complimented the 
on the fruits of the morning's work. Am- 
exiubited a. handful of leaves, which be 
i under a big stone, that they might not be 
I away ; and Mildred brought the foot of a 
ed stocking, which she had found in a ditch ; 
ler of a blue cotton handkerchief with white 
which had been impaled on a furze bush ; 
bit of white linen as large as the palm of 
;t1e hand, with twenty holes in it. How 
coppers would Ryan be likely to give her 
is treasure ? 

ibrose rejected the worsted article, to which 
ister gave a sigh as she saw it thrown 
'ards among a group of sheep, who scam- 
nwayin their first terror, but soon gathered 
ler to look at the fragment. The other 
light be worth the third part of a farthing, 
. Ryan should be in a liberal mood, Am- 
ihought. 

wonder how much paper they will make," 
od observed. " Mr. Ryaix aa-jH ^iatt-j wi 
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to go into hie sack with the rest of his Ta3t.fff 
jiaper. Mother did not tel) you wh«t she wutf 
the leavM for, I euppoBe T 

" No ; and I'slia'n'l aek her. Do you 
Jiear people talk about what mother makes! 

■' Why, yea ; I do, Molly at Mrs. Arr 
was telling the gipsy vroman one. day 
nuther ; aod ehe said sits hail some s 
aecretB. And then tliey asked me wh«t ooe 
meant, and another. But t]iey did uot meaui 
to hear all they ts^d, any more than Mrs. Di 
wliei) she winked at her husband, and gli 
down at mother's apron where some gteiM 
peeping out: but it was only cabbage tjut 
Tliey all think her a very wise doctor." 

'■ How they do send after her when Htfj 
ill 1 Mr. Vapp eaid one day that s|ic wouU: 
wise to bring up one of u« to bo a duct4» i' 
Imr : but Mrs. Dowley was there then, and 
eaid it could not be, because mother's vru of j 
nature of a gift that could not be taugiit- 
is your other bit of cheete. Will you 
now, or keep it till dinner?" 

Mildred had intended to reserve puf 
ch<-'ebe for dinner ; but having now 
ticular to do, and the sheep offering g. 
required her altcntion, the whole of, 
at length disappeared, crumb by < 
sh^ lay back, looking at a flight 
now met, now parted, now crossed 
all directions, high in the air. Aid| 
while stretched himself at length, wi|_ 
(/le ground, W3.lc\\i\ii^ a. Wyi-j \kw«iq. 
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he took the liberty of hringing back willi 

Jc pinch by the tail, as oftcii as it fluttered 

that it was getting beyond his reach. He 

tly wished tliat they liad a jiaii of scisKors 

hem. 

'on'tthe knife do as well?'' Mildred Inn- 

inquiied. . 

o. I want to cut off the creature's iiair." 
Iiat creature 7" asked Mildred, starting up, 
sing no creature with hair, but a remote 
f and herself, 

ere : this young genlleman," replied her 
r, eKhibiting the writliingcaterpillaron the 
■f his brown hand. Wei! might the crea- 
el uncomfortable ; for this hand wliieh had 
1 cheese must have been far from fragrant, 
iparjson with the thyme-bed on which the 
deqiillar had been disporting himself. What 
ne wanted was to see whether it would 
out a common green caterpillar, when 
d of its long aieck hairs. The process of 
ig waa tried in the absence of scissors : 
1 material was too fine. The knife was 
pplied, but the creature was destined never 
tuven and shorn. A slip of the knife cut 
fO, and fetched blood on Mildred's finger 
Mme time. The perturbation thus caused 
itely awakened her, and she was ready for 
4t of shepherd and shepherd's dog. For 
long time, Ambrose supported his dignity 
pherd. He strapped himself rutmd with 
lei's pinafore and his own for a plaid ; took 



last, oa much alarmed as at InMj 
obliged to atop to laugh at them. -M 
come to an end; and by-wad-byl 
were stretched, panting, on the very 
they had breakfasted. To panting 
yawning ; and it began to occur to bo 
had yet a long day to pasB before the i 
be penned. It was against the rules 
ployment that both should sleep a 
time ; and, as Mildred could not kee 
was necessary for her brother to vatc 
not, BB usual, wakened by his calling 
to some of his charge as to rouse liei 
dream was done. She finished Ht\- 
eyes, sat up and stretched herself} ] " 
was too busy lo take notice. 

"Ihadauch a queer dream!". 
dred, — Her brother did not hear. ' 

" I say, Ambrose, I dreamt I' 
ing rags at ll>e mill, and there ¥ 

imnn avnrw nn« of IhB— '" "'"^ 
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ut you can help me with this pari, peThsps. 
tell you what 1 hnve read when 1 know tbia 

Tlie man woiiJd not go in eomewherBi 
i* word tells where." 

ixeH pored over the soiled piece of printi 
onotinced presently iLal the word in quea- 
gntfied Bometliing about a comb, [n her 
g-book, c-o-m-b spelled comb. But uf 
t of the word, — " inat," — " in," — What 
t be ■-' 

ends with ' nation,' * Comb '— ' nation,* 



it let tliat alone 
mid not go into this p1a 
the people that were in 
le went to hia work," 
XAwsB he did not go to I 



There « 

;e, — whateTcr it is, 

it were angry be- 

iB work, I suppose 
!Rn.' 

) ; because he would fro when they bade 
t And they watched for him one day 
e was going to work, and his little boy 
m. Tliey call him & Utile boy. though lie 
iven years old. They Rew upon the man, 
imped him and kicked him as hard ss ever 
uld. And when the boy cried, and begged 
luld not use his father so cruelly, one of 
lught up a thick rope, and beat the boy 
as a shocking eight to see him," 
ey were cruel wretches. I wonder whether 
as anybody near to go for the constable ! 
ly get a constable i" 

iippose so, for the people were asked liow 
'ed to beat people so." 
d what did tliey say t" 



1*^ 
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Never did the oriental scholar pore more 
ntly over a new tabkt of hieroglyphics than 
two children over the fragment of a police 
t which had fallen in their way. To no 
ir can it be so important to ascertain a 
fui point of history, or to deveiope facts of 
istume and manners of a remote people, as 
to these young creatures to learn the issue 
case in which rights like their own were 
;d, and filial sympathies like their own were 
jved. 

lin, during the day, Ambrose called to his 

that he had something to say to her, and 

id knew that it must relate to the story he 

ad, so complete was the possession it had 

of his mind. He thought the people round 

;reat fools for not punishing the aggressors 

spot. If he had been there, he would not 

waited to hear what the magistrates said ; 

. He would have knocked down every 

them that he could get at, if it were by 

; by the leg as the poor boy had done. 

nd then," said Mildred, '^ they would have 

you the same as the boy ; and if anybody 

cen your part, they would have served him 

me. I don't think that would do any 

3th]ng like a battle," exclaimed Ambrose, 
his cap over his head. *^ I like a good 
>etter than all the justices and gentlemen 
world.*» 

3on*t like battles," Mildred observed, ** \. 
much mind seeing yoa and ^xa \>^Jv5vs!^ 



pavement ; and you might have heard t 
of his head as far as the pump, I'm sure 
was such a quantity of blood that I coul 
my supper! I should not like to Be 
battle often T' 

'* O, only tell me when anybody doei 
harm, and see how I will fight for you.* 

** I am sure I shall not tell anything 
if you go and fight in that manner. 
ask mother or Owen to go with me t 
Gibson. If you consider, there would 
ing all day long in our place, and mud 

Lr-- , if all people chose to battle it o 

of going to the Justice. And besides 
the Justice can take much better care ol 
little boy than anybody that just foughi 
for him, and then went away." 

Ambrose saw this ; and before dinner 
both the children had learned, after t 
fashion, how far superior law is to V( 
and security to retaliation. Confined 
ideas were (the picture of their own litt 
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•ening came. The sheep were penned, and 
Aildren were standing before Mr. Yapp'a 
■door, pushing each oliier on to the feal of 

6 the grocer for iherest of the story. They 
r. Yapp's eyes turned on them once or 
; but they could not get couraj^e to make 
f the opjiortunity. It was Mr. Yapp himself 
it East brought on the crisis. 
}Dme, younken," said he, " make yout way 
' make your way off. Don't stand in my 
preventing people coming in." 
Idred ntovet) off' ; Ambrose bolted in ; and 
his siaier came up to reinforce him. As 
rOcer had nothing very particular to attend 
the moment, he did not crush the aspiration 
lowledge. He directed the children to the 
ige of paper from which their fragment had 
taken, and looked over llie story himself, 
nid have been too long a. task for inch poor 
Irs to seek for what they wanted by reading, 
impare the jagged edges of tlie pa|ieT was a 
readier method ; and Mildred did this, 
Mr. Vapp gave her brother some imperfect 
Tor lie was not learned on the subject) what 
ifainalion was, and why a man was ill-treated 
ot entering into one. This mas worth 
ig for; but it was all. Mildred's search 
naucceasful. The rest of the story was ir- 
:rahle. Many customera, »ome from distant 
and cottages, had been at the ehup to^ay ; 
t was impossible to say who had carried 

ibrose begged for his paper back again. 



There was soitielhing on lie other aide i 
wanteil lo show to Owen. 

" Let's Bee," said Mr. Yapp. " Whj 
looks like magic, — all these waves, and i 
and dotH, and eigna. O, ho ! it is shoct-Ii 
gee. Somebody advertises lo teach sboil 
There, lake it to Owen, and see Mhat iie 
of it." 

Ambrose turned the paper about, but 
see nothing like a hand. What could lie, 
by sliort-hand ? , 

A way of writing ehoTt, be was told; ■ 
remained as wise as he was before. B| 
Miss Selina Yapp, who stood smiting bei 
counter, was desired to give the children 
dozen raisins apiece ; and it v/aA quite | 
be going home. _ ' 

Tlteir mother was looking out fur thei 
the door. 

" Why, mother, are you going to be oi 
to-night ? Sure the lady muet be very bi 

" I am not going lo the lady till m 
dears. 'Tis poor neighbour Johns I a 
going to. Sadly sunk he is ; and his old 
is nigh worn out. So I've made my bitd 
fit for her here ; and it is foil time she Wl 
So, troop to hed, dears. Get your «uppei 
ye undress ; and be as still as mice, sieej 
waking, when she comes in. Put your li 
away till to-morrow, Owen, my boy. , 
won't eat your paper before morning, JLd 
if you put it whete it will be safe. Yoii 
your supper -, w uw» \.o \»i, wrj \ms^. "^ 
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I all the earlier in the ] 

you put on your shoes I 
sliuuld wake the old \ 



m\i your 



Wen's eve had heen completely caught hy tlie 
^rfousfigureaoftliealiort'liand specimen. He 
% between liia teeth while he undressed, and 
' on looking at it by the twilight, after he was 
d, till his brother and sister had done talking; 
ihta he put it under his bolster. Amlirose, 
ktinie, stuffed his mouth with bis supper very 
'Mip^ably, and yet managed to get out his 
'of the little boy who had been beaten for 
iding his father. Followinff bis mother 
^wherever she moved, lie made her mistress 
fl wliole before he had done. 
ta, Ede was not disappointed at their saying 
ing about her sitting up again to-night. To 
^ it was so much a matter of course that she 
Id sit up proressionally, and lo ber that she 
Id do what she could for a needy and suller- 
eigbbour, that the circumstance did not seem 
ly of remark. All were more occupied with 
red's disappointment. It \ta.a feared that 
tyan Was gone from the village this evening, 
hat he would not come on his rounds again 
(If-a-year. He had himself bid Mildred look 
igs ; and now he was gone before she came 
I Her bits of blue and white must stand 
till he ajtpeared again ; for Owen did not 
any money would oe given for them at the 
* NnrsO stayed yet five minutes longer, to 
kt her little daughter under lti\B'nt\%(^'&yvc«.\ 



if 

failing like neighbour Johns ; if it shou 
God I should live tdl then. £ut, dear 
a puckered old face mine will be the 
like their smooth rosy cheeks. 'Tir a 
thing for two old folks to be left without 
unfit to take care of one another^ J 
neighbour Johns and his dame ; and yc 
would be for me that have laid my huabi 
grave ao long ago. But if God sparei 
little ones, and my girl stays near m 
not care what else betides. Bless* tfa 
sweetly they do breathe in tlieir slec 
now, I must go and send the dame tc 
I trust' she will be thoughtful not to 
children ; and I'm sure they will be i 
towards her in the mommg." 



Chapter IV. 
SIGNS IN THE SKY. 
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■ Upon the whole, sho had Teason to be 
nl iviih lliem, thuugli tliere was a wider 
■RDe in tlieir characters knd attainments than 
mU liave witihed lo Bee. She did not grow 
n about nliat, slie suppoBsd, came by na- 
iiShn concluded it to be God's will tliat 
i^Bhould be " as sharp as a briar," active in 
iiineaii, ready about bringinjf home things 
mt anil wonderful to hear, and looked upon 
» employer and the village at larg'a as K 
|i youth who would one day be a credit to 
ilive jdace. Nurse concluded itlo be God's 
kfit Uwen should be llius, tvhile his brother 
isiei were fur from being like him. What 
lade them dull she scarcely knew ; unless it 
itngout so tnuoh on the hills without com- 
iM. or anything lo do but to look after the 
ind knit, lliey had lost their little learning 
rand did not now like going to the Sunday- 
It as they forgot during the week what they 
earned the Sunday before, and became 
teii of growing eo tall while they knew bo 
)f wliat was looked for in a Sunday>8rhool. 
me. too, it was a great temptation to nurse 
ily to Owen when she wariied ta speak about 
ing that interested her, or to have any little 
las transacted : he comprehended so much 
readily, observed so much more justly, and 
tlhised BO mucii more warmly than his bro- 
nd Bister. But nurse was very conscientious 
making no differences in her treatment of 
ildren \ and she took pains to bring forward 
mngerones, continually saying lo herself, 
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how very steady Ambrose was, and 
she ouglit tu Ite for a daugliter' 
dred, made no djfficuhjr of doing W^ 
asked, as Hoon as she underettJorlWI 
Conlented as she thouglit H liti 
nurse could not be utiiertvise than 
a diange took place in llie Tamrly 
nhich seemed to open to Ambrosi 
advantctgeswhicli liis brother had bi 
liad risen from sorting rags in the 
of higlier IruHt, and requiring greatc 
menls than were necessary for the 
tion of paper-making. ,He was 
superior personage in the mill. It 
ness to superintend flotne procMueB' 
faulure ; to give tlie necessary not] 
ciseman when any paper liad to be 
to be reweighetl by the supeivisur 
sent out for sale ; to see that the eu 
observed aa to the lettering of the dil 
and liie numhering of the engines. 
and preasea ; to remind his emplo' 
time approached for purchasing the y 
and (feartiil responsibility !) to tal 
the labels which nere to be paster 
ream. Nurao used to call Ambra 
sTid say how he should like such a < 
Owen related that if one label shoul 
employer would be liable lo s pena 
and tliat, as it was necessarT to 1 
convenience to purchase five hundli 
time, the destruction of ona ]| ' ' ' 
iiim to be 6ne4 \QOfHiQl. 
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n rather enjoyed his responsibility; and, 
new sense of dignity, ael about his studies 
eisure liours with more zeal than ever. — 
was better, lie entered witli all possii>le 
ness into his muihec's project of getting 
her into the mill before his honest inlluence 
t, VVaugh was enerted for any othei object. 
m^h had not the least objection to make 
f another son of Mrs. Ede's. He had 
!)Bt the lad was not over-bright; but he 
ut try ; and if he did not succeed, there 
ill flocks to be kept on the heath as be- 
Bo Ambrose, with a smile on his sun* 
jlface, made ready, the next Monday morn- 
Kp forth, with his brother, for the mill. 
ijftix dnd it rather close," said his mother 
f' being under a roof from six o'clock to 

t.Iam to come out for brenkfaat and din- 
■Iher." 

JB.» going lo say, you can get a good deal 
I the two hours allowed for meals. And 
I't think much of the air on the hills 
M have GO much company about you. 
if there being thirty men in tlie mill, and 
men, besides the children I You can 
s dull ; and you must bring me home the 
) Owen always did.— The dullness will 
lildred, wiien she has not you for a com- 
Miy longer. 1 say, Mildred, my dear; 
(t take care and not lose your tongue." 
■ed did not know that she sluivii V^asw 



UBed to do in my father's time. Thi 

Elenty, I am sure, froin end to em 
ilia ; and w!iy aliauld you keep wi 
narrow range as yuu have kept hitl; 
sheep and you have legs to oarry j 
and you have eyes to keep your Hod 
ing with another, Why should n 
company with somebody that may 
knitting like you, all alone, and wi 
chat?'' ■•- 

>' There's Maude Hallowelioffl 
just above the Birchen dale ; bot 
way ofF," replied Mildred. 

" A long way ! Well, I wonder 
USB of yoting limbs, to call the BIrc 
long way ! Try it, my dear ; and 
that she should come over to your i 
turn. But she won't Bee such a. sight 
see, if the day be clear, when you ci 
high point of the ridge over Birchen d 
1 once saw the sea glistening, nuloH 
a gap of the hills I" ll 
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[ale of Man wan spoken of with great af- 

by llic people hero, as untaxed Ulandi 
txe by tliair neiglibours of a taxed cuun- 
pky were the lillle wcret privileges enjoyed 
put this district, even as far as tlie villnga 
i»ide, — privileges of participation in va- 
kmI things silly brauglit from llie iUnnd, 
iition to all tlie preaching of the wine- 

»■ and wholesale, grocers of L , and 

Mile, of llie clergyman and Mr. Waugh 
ir-makeT. Al! the children attached idea* 
ery to the island, which they perpetually 
entioned and had never seen; and llie 
any nearer to it, — the actually st^eing the 
dsl which it lay, was regarded as an ap- 
a the revelation of a great terret. Mil- 
lughl she tthould like to go and look fur 

jy had imagined what an event iheiie 
30% would prove to the whole fnniily. It 
more new ideas into their minds than all 
nday schooling had done, 
e was something of a scholar in her way. 
ht be found sitiing in the lieallier, her 
I to her cliin, and lier plaid drawn over 
I, poring over a particular sort of pamph- 
h was the only work she was nuich dis- 
I read. Her disuff lay on the ground 
ler, while she was studying ; and when 
. it up, she was apt to look into the sky, 
out seavvards, instead of mindinif her 
. She invariably started when Mildred 
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sne mignc possiuij nna a scanty Bliai 
birch. 

" My eyes ? Vm sure I don't kno 
Maude, winking, as if to reduce her c 
natural dimensions. *^ I don't knoi 
my eyes. But Tve sudi a thin^ to t 
takes away my breath to think of it." 

'' The heat's enough for that. The 
has hied away, and it is as hot ■ - I I 
the clouds would come up." 
• '* There will be clouds enough hy»f 
water enough at least, — clouds or n 
Maude solemnly averred. '^ Has v< 
told you anything about the comet ?'' 

*^ Noi If it is anything bad^ I dou 
she knows it ; for she was merry e' 
morning." 

" Merry enough, I dare say. Not 
These are not the sort of things yc 
does not know, as I heard a person sa] 
Do but you ask her about the comet, i 
way, and see what she will say. No 
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/hal will it drown ? Not our (nior alieep?" 
lur elieep and us loo. My dear, Xhe- sea 
1^ pouring ihrou^lli that gap. and .iiU up 
pw. and leure us no fuoliiig oit all tlii^se 

(prey, Maude! I louit go. and tell my 

f; my poor imitber !" extUimed Mildred, 

^up fi-om her blossomy eeat, 

imr motJiet will be euie eooagli,'' Maude 

I /unstrained ly. 

|(b! Howi Wliy?" 

hem !" 

lovr, Maiide, do tell me wliat you moan. 

88, that I am ; and you may know wlien 
tf,\ng, by the si{;ns. The bouk tells thu 
(but you muHt hold your tongue about 
tl)e book enys, fur fear of brinffin<r ou the 
Booner lliaii it need. There will be black 
rooming up first, with tluinder and liglil- 
,Xhat is to be tlus summer, while tlie stars 
n a particular way. I'm going to stay 
IP, to-Di^lit| to see how ^ slars stand. 
bide with me, Mildred ?" 
lied shivered lis elie reminded hor compa- 
3W far she had to travel Iionie : but Maude 
i that it would be necessary to see how 
rs Blood, in order to find out afterwards 
ihey bugnn to move on and cross each 
But before the three great stars came 
trin the &ky, a cruel enemy was to rise 
dnst the land, and tliere were to be some 
il bailies. Tliis revived Mildred's old 
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terrors about the Turks ; and Maude 
more solemn llian ever wlien »he hst 
many yeara it was since nurae Ede had t 
tlie Turku. By a natural asBuciation O 
Maude went on to explain tiiat those wl 
in the confidence of tiie unseen powen, a 
might be EaiH to liave brought on the* 
mentB, would be in no danger. TItey M 
safe amitist the atorm tliey had .raised, ' 
on the surface of the flood like atram 
all others, aa far as tiie flood shoutd . 
would, it was strongly apprehended, be dt 
unleM they inade use of *' the precautiona 
mended in the Gupijlement to this pamjihlf 
8h5. &c." Those who were to be preBervel 
have warning of the approacli of tlie eril 
tingling in the aneles, while the cardt 
confident would have another wArning 
them by a slisht, dull pain near tlie nxpi 
neck. So, Mil'lreil was to keep watch 
Ihing her mother might say about ber 
and to taka fright directly if she felt al 
about the na^e of her own neck. 

When she was sufficiently recorered 
hold of the book, she found ihat U Was 
curious-looking book indeed, with a gtet 
her of little moons and stars, and the pfa 
a wise man, and of a large comet wkh 
tail. She could not but believe now i 
Maude had told her. 

How they were to get the other infonni 
about pteseivrng xhem^elves, — waa 1M 
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1 ; but not direct into MBade'a hands. It 
onnd its way over the moors from shepherd 
tphenl ; and no one now eeemed to kiiow 
lOTO it belonged, and who nniglit be ex- 
i to proDure the supplement. Owen, who 
10 much to do with paper, and who lincw 
}out printing and books, was certainly the 
lerson to apply to ; and Mildred earnestly 
}d the loan of the pamphlet, that bIic might 
it to him. 

ih, if I might!" replied Maude: "but 
im Scott is to have it next; and then 
' is to Bhow it to her father. I dare not let 
direct to your brother ; but when the otiiera 

done with it I'll quicken tliem in the 

ig, and then hide it under yonder big stone, 
lere is a dry chink where nobody wdl think 
'ing. You may find the book here, early 
veak. But, for your life, don't let Owen 
it. If he goes and blabe, there is no say 
hat will become of us all." 
Idred did not know what worse could befall 
according to the book, must happen at all 
1 ; and site thought Owen might as well be 
d as the many people who were already 
inted with the prophecy, 
wiih,'' observed Maude, " the book said 
quarter the first storms would come up 
' And as she spoke she looked towards 

Lb, how black it is there I" Mildred anx- 
' observed. "It is coming up foe- — tit — 
Don't you fear BO? O M.a.iie^X'AMS.^* 
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gone ! Maude, do, for pity sake, go 
way home with me." 

Impossible. Maude muBt make 
her way to her own iiome. If Mil 
hnste, she might perhaps get to Ami 
the clouds burst. And this ailiectio' 
liied down the hill as fast as she cc 
she sitould send one of her brolhera 1< 
the sheep. The companion whom s 
rilied to the utmost was left to shift 
and her flock. The cry of " Maude ! i 
followed her far on her way ", but bhe i 
and waved her hand, to advise lier frie 
haste homewards. 

Mildred's fluck did not seem to 
served the signs of the slty. It was 
sunshine where they cropped the sv 
and they were anwilling to leave tin 
Mildred had never known them so bI< 
obedience; and when, at last, the oy 
conveyed to ihem that a storm was co 
only huddled together, instead of n 
and began to bleat nnd frighten one a: 
very piteous way. Mildred began to 
in her flutter; but probably the shei 
find it out ; for it made no diOerem 
proceedings. Their mistress was m 
deciding that she mu»t leave tliem to 
wills, and take care of herself; am! : 
thunder, nearly over head, coufirmed 
tion. On she pressed, along the ri 
there seemed to be hotootq^h than in 
(iicket in the dale. SVe ^mCwA. ■« 
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itly that she was compelled to stop, though 
i by thunder-cluuils, and dreuding above 
ings to encoupter tha lightning alune. It 
lit broiul sheets of flame, and not s drop of 
^et. to put it out ; as Mildred would bnve 
Wiiun she reached the point oF the ridge 
which she must turn into her own valley, 
lit one more glance behind ber towards her 
She had never seen the hills look an they 
i-day. Their lops were shrouded in dark- 
and in the bottom all was nearly as murky 
ihe sun had long set. The flock might just 
in in a cluster below the mists upon the 
hilUside. At the moment when Mildred 
ered them, the clouds seemed to open, and 
: a stream of blue flame upon lliem. She 
ed ; but there was no one to hear her. In 
!r instant, the poor animals were seen 
'ed far apart ; and their mistress believed 
le saw one stretched on its tiide ; the only 
ow on the spot from which they had just 
She loved every individual sheep of her 
more or leas ; but she could not at present 
to see which she had tost. She scudded 
laed in mind as tu whether she should go 
or stop at some friendly house in the vtl- 
Her mother's presence had formerly been 
^fuge whenever she was Trightened; hut 
le hesitated between a desire to see what 
laid about tlie storm, and a dread lest she 
have had something to do with it. She 
have left the point to be settled hy cii- 
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It was impossible to wiilk the 
her hands before her eyes. The 
looked «]i, ihe found tiiai the ( 
loo quitk for her : the storm i 
her. It seemed gathering about 
the grey church looked almost w 
murky back-ground. Another 
into the midat of the large yew in 
under which Mrs, Arruihet's h 
mertt stood, looking almost new 
iron rails round it. The tree wa 
magic. Miiilred was too far « 
crash ; and to her it seemed as if i 
ini; tree had been reached by a 
whose touch it fell asunder, aii( 
ground in a circle. In horror 
hack to tlie BjiectEicle; and tlie di 
tion came inlo her mind that sc 
mysteriously, that iier mother lia 
tained great influence over Mrs. 
others, that it might have been 
Arruther to have seen less of nui 
At this moment, it seemed as if 
been sent on a mission to Arnesl 
for westward all was again bright 
which was seldom dislinguisha 

£int, lay like a golden line i 
ildred could not but turn aga 
progress of the storm. On it spe 
giving out as yet no rain. It w 
dreary district which now lay be 
of clouds. A single farm, two nr 
side, waa the on\j NwMe VisJiwKCv 



EIQNS IN THE SKY. 55 

;hlniiig came down among the group of 
>i;s ; and before it ]iBd imvellud I'ur, u 
7( sraoke rose amou^ tiia barn roora, and 
glimmer suc-ceeded, wliicli Mildred consi- 
na kindled by Bome mBliciuu& power wbicK 
lit its will through ihe elements. Tlierain 
attered iieavily on ilie crown uf Iier head, 
e ran, Far more swiftly than before, down 
TJUitge. Instead of turning to hermother's 

alie directed her steps through the village 
an her way to the mill. About the middle 
ihe found Ambrose, standing veiy quietly 
ia hands in his pockets, staring at a picture 
headed a hill pasted up against a dead wall, 
wk at the fellow 1 going to fly off from 
il of the windmill, with a flourish of his 
bul," aaid Ambrose to a companion, as 
A came up. " I wonder what it meana V 
3iy, read what it means, man ; where'a the 

your learning?" asked the other, "X 
a those big black letters stare one in the 
I, they might of themselves almost leach a 
o read." 

\ but I loKt my learning while I was a 
nl. Mr, Waugh was right mad with me 
lar day, because I could make nolliing of 
vctiona of the parcels 1 had to sort out. 

been getting up my reading a bit with 
this week 1 but you may aa well tell me 
bat fellow is.witb the long tail. I shall be 
It making it out &r myself." 

ell, then : 'tia a little rogue of a devil 
out to Bee the world ; am i ' " 
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" O, Ambrose, the Btorm !" cried his 

" Ay, the tree is down in tlie church 
Lave been seeing it; and here is 
brou gill away. Me! here comes the 
£ne pepper wa are guing to liave.'' 

" 1 bupe it will pepper hard enough. 
Mason's barns are on fire. Won't yoo 
help ?■■ 

"Who told you BO?— Which bam 
did it gel on fire I " and many other i 
wliich niijiht wait till tlie next day. In 
answered before anybody would stir to 
key of the engine-house; and then, g 
youths ran foul of one another, and dll 
to where the key was deposited, and w«! 
bent on being the one to lell the clcrgyni 
Mildred had given the alarm at iha pm 
before anything effeoiual was done. ' 

Mr. Waugh and Omen were tc^tbd) 
counttng'huuse, looking al a jtamphlcC 
Mr. Waugh bad just put into Owen's bnll 

" That's the almanack, I do Lelisv^ 
Mildred. " 0, I wanted go that you shd 
that almanack." y 

Mr. Waugh explained (Owen being b^ 
absorbed) that this was not an almftnacil 
tract which he was lending to Owen. OM 
going to take it home, as he was verf a 
read it ; but Mr. Waugh feared there iM 
little in it to amuse any of the family beij 
was not so entertaining, be feared, as a| 
nack from the island : but he hoped Militj 
DOlhing to do m^iWoae a^mai&w!**, Vt" 
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have anyttiing to do witli them, as they 
gaiDst the law. It was all very well for 
^d people to read them if ihey chose, as 
»e not against the law there: but here 
pere liable to be put in prison for ihem. 
a prison !" exclaimed Mildred, forgetting 
moment her errand. Yes; — Mr. Wnugh 
f tweniy-five people who had been sent lo 

one magislrate, In one montb,_for selling 
kgal alm.-inacks. 

on't believe Maude has sold one to any- 
Mildred thought aloud. 
>11 ; tell licT (whoever she is) tliat she had 
:Dt. People should never Bi^li an alma- 
[ tliey see that it bears a fifteen penny 

The Government makes 27,000?. by the 
ik-duty ; and the Government does not 
le cheated of the duly. It is but a small 
Ttainly, to iiuiiish so many people for; 
'our friend IHaude take care of the law. 

; your brother will tell you this is no 
!k : though it may tell him things nearly 
erful as he could find in any almanack, 
e I the people are crying fire !" 
I forgot," And Mildred explained what 
e for. The tract was thrust inio Owen's 

the population of the mill was turned 
eip; and all Arneside was presently on 

tu fanner Mason's. 



FaoM the moment that Owen saw tin 
gliorl-hand which hiti brother ani] shU 
home from the hills, he had taken to th 
the art of short-hand writing. Mr. \\ 
directed him to the clergyman as (1. 
moat likely to give him iiilbrmation oi 
ject, and to show Mm epccimcDs. The t 
acknowledged that tlie ehort-liand he 
not the best yet iavented ; and that pt 
best yet invented migiit not be nearly bi 
soma one not yet devised. This waB ei 
Owen to know.in order to excite him 
prize. By the help of his friends, he 
sesBion of three or four kinds, made his 
of what he considered the best, and ii 
some important improveinents. He 
success whenever lie could find nn op{ 
Many were the curious conversaUoRS 11 
which he took down for his own aim 
and tmar the Hnaon* wliMi^vMti 
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ibout short-liand, Mr. Waugh had acci- 

f met with it at L , and had brought 

r for Owen. When farmer Mason's home 
Its were all burnt lo the ground, and no 
•as to be done for him, Owen came back 
aunting-hoiise to eludy this paper. Mr. 
could not help being amused at the eager- 
h which he devoured the arguments about 
and dots, as if ihey had been tidingB of 
c war, or of the greateet political event of 
This was not the first time that Mr. 
had had occasion tu observe the animation 
lich scantily-informed persons read what 
dant witb their particular tastes and puf 
He iiad seen a farm-Bcrvanl, who hap- 
) be able to read, excited for a vthole day 
>me new way of managing a cow, or the 
thod of treating a sheep's fleece; and a 
weaver drinking in the news of the aller- 
a farthing a gross in the wages of his 
ture, He had witnessed the elTect of 
iTopriate communications in rousing the 
, in soothing the irritable, by turning 
se of their thoughts, and in improving 
of life, by stimulating the powers of the 
1. He had seen none more eager then 

' said Owen, " I wonder whether I may 
u know who this X. Y. Z. is!" 
I," replied Mr. Waugh, smiling, " I 
w that I found the aiticle lying on the 
a'a countei ; wid that whea 1 lawis. *. 



remark upon it. Maggrk^ge tolfi, me 
briiijjil for you. If you have anything' 
X. V. Z., cannot you say it without knOi' 

" I — any anytl)itic; to this person ! ] 
I eliould like— I am sure, if lie knew d 

that 1 could tell him But. air. do y 

think they would put in anything of i 

" That would much depend on whe 
thought it worth putting in. Ifyoufc 
thing lOBay as good in the eyes of the' 
wliBi X. Y. Z. has said, 1 suppose the a 
he glnd to print it : hut I hardly think aii) 
as tills can pay the wriCers,'' ' 

" I never thought of heing paid, fifr 
see wliere this editor Is to be fuund," 

It was soon settled tliat as Ambrq 

have to go to L in the course of a , 

he mi^iit carry a packet from Ov&a 
gridge. the bookseller and staUoner. irl 
forward it, at Mr. Waugh's request, Iq A 
office in London. How ahsorbeil m 
from thai time, whenever he was not at* 
ness in tlie mill! How silent at mealt' 
careful in making his pens ! It wotvltf be 
fair to tell how many copies he made dt I 
toX- Y, Z.,nor how many beginninM'Ifc' 
and altered. At last, he had tu SnuSi tt 
hurry; for the morning wa:^ come vtbett 

must proceed to L , and there, 

Jjow long itvnig,Vvt he before he 
again. 
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'hvi, AinbrosE, you sec thia package of No. 
Kj go tu E^ely and Moss's." 
erywell," said Amlirose. turniri!; it over, 
\ in its dimengiona and appearance in his 

7- 

pu can't mistake il, for I fiave printed the 
Ml instead of writing it, tliat you may linve 
ieiilty. See here ! ' Keely and Moss," This 
ucel you are lo drop bv the wny, at Mi's. 
it near tlie toll-bar. Thin, that other great 
e is for BrJstow and Son, — you know 
I And then comes Miigi^ridge's. This, 
of all, is for Muggridge ; and pray see 
uftgriilge himself, and give into his oivn 
this little brown parcel with Mr. Waujih'B 
lUlside. What makes you look bo puzzled? 
ty enough lo carry these to tlieir places, is 

I can carry in my head which is which. 

'w; thia big one " 

!&d the directions, and vou cnn't Tnistako. 

wuld you burden your memory when the 

we before your eyes ?" 

rose nhowed that he could spell out the 

and suggested that, if he should be at a 
mi^ht ask each person to whom he deli- 
package, to help him to make out where 

t was lo go. He would try to be sure to 

mistake about the little parcel and the 
ir Mr. Muggridge, and wouid not come 
vithout a line of acknowledgment from 
wrtani personage himself. 

1 was so evidently fidgely ivamg^^'ia^''**^ 
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ther's absence, that'liia frientl Mr.WMgh' 
it riglit to reimind liim that hia fate ilidi 
geilicr depenil on llie jiarcel being safl 
verecl. Tliere were bo fiiw printed ve 
wliat sucli mullitudL'S of people have to 
« very great number must be diaap|Voinii 
wj«h to be lieard. He owned that ih'n i 
liard ; he hi-ld that priiiled speech shoal 
free as the words of men'n muuth: 
as it wtH pusRible lu make it. He bad it 
desire this ; ami he Buifered not a little 
arratigements which prevented the p<HS% 
its taiting place. 

" Uecaiise more paper would be wanf 
you mean, sir. I fancy, indeed, 
a fine businesa of it ; ii those trouhleKinif 
men were out of oor way. There i* n 
how )ow ynu might brinj; the price of yi 
if ii were not iur ihem." 

" F-r them, and for the law which git 
their ollice. Tlie duty in iteelf. though l1 
part of the grievance, is b.nd enough, — ^frd 
to two hundred per cent., and actually li 
the fine paper, uMed by tile few, than on Hn 
which would be used by the many if it 
for the lax. It is the coarse which pftyil 
hundred per cent., and the fineth^ptjl 
It is bad enough litat this duly amounts 
than three times the wages of all the m 
employed in the manufacture." 

" Do you really believe that 
8Jr?" 
■ "Itia.pieW:y c\ca.T\"j mi4a 
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in a few of 800 paper-mills in the king- 
mil about 25,000 individuala eraploysd 
e article ; and tlie value of the paper aa> 
reduced is between a miUion and a million 
lalf. The duty levied on tbia is aliout 
/. ; — a nioBt enormous amount. The 
f the workpeople can bear no kind of pro- 
to it. How mucli more paper we should 
this burden was removed, bo as to allow, 
it goes, of frsedom of printed speech, one 
rely imagine; or, if it is beyond our 
lionB, liiere is a person in my mill wlio can 
Vou know the Frenchwoman there. Sho 
rm you how cheaply hei countrymen and 
fomon can have their say .through tha 
Tiie direct interferenca of the govern* 
,h the liberty of thq presa is, you know, 
!r a different'queftion. Setting thia aeidc, 
n wonderful difference in the facilities 
by the French and English for the diffu- 
lieir knowledge and opinions." 
1 I suppose others besides their paper- 
lie better off than we for being witiiout 
There must be far more printing to 
that would occupy, beaidea the printers, 
e-founders and ink^makers ; and then 
irs and Etationera and Uinders and en- 
then again, more carpenters and mill- 
ind workmen of every kind employed in 
he maciiinery and materiala. It must 
ast diiTentnce between that country ami 
re we see a want of hook* u\\ \\v* o'^'t 
1 a ivant of work on iW oV\\et" 
« % 
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"Ay; your brother Ambrose 'mi 
dozen more, Btanding by the Lour tog 
fore a placarded wall, for want oT b 
better to read ; and acorea of rae-so 
vat-men applying li> me tor work wliici; 
be glad. to give tliem if the paper-duty 
It is really grievous to think how feW 
ployed in the diffusion of knowledge^ 
with the numbers who are occupied to ' 
lueful purpose. Look here. Tbia is a 
out upou liie best authority. See the p 
which eniployments bear tu one anot 
On the one Bide — Literature; on tbi 
what ? ,! 

Fublicam , •\ 
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^^, .. „e exclude the calico-printers, 
not Beem to have much to do with liten 
have not so many as 85,000 persons em 
literature, while we have above 61,000 
beer. If we add the gin-shops to the 
what will he the proportion ?" 

" I lind, sir, that in Manchester tl 
1000 gin-shops, atid "noX ao much as o 
paper." 

" Jt is the fact. K.tvi as\w»% «* -a, 



aWEN AND X. V. z. 66 

li^ment tq. t^holil «icb a iUte of thinirB, 
iiay raiae <an outory t^^ajnit beer-sliops, 
luh ftliall Uave a vota of min^ 'Which 
LliM 1 shftJl nuL vute fur Mr. Arruther, if 
luuld be «n election ; as Jhear lUeie will 

) tlioiigtit that gentlemen who upheld the 
iity in jjatliament might spate thsmselveg 
ble of canvassing tlie ]iaper-n:iakers. He 
juil llial Mr. Ai'Tulher whb onewhp had a 
drt^ad of the people knowing tuu muL'h. 
would soarcdy speak to you, Owen, if he 
i)u were trying to get a letiet of your own 
nt. Well : don't set your mind loo much 
and I wish you nuccesii with all my heart, 
liould see this letter uf yours next week, 
ire we may truBt you not to nefllect yout 
I for the Bake of becoming a mere scrib- j 
small publications. I think you will b* 
never lo take up your pen but when you 
ave Bumething to Bay." 
1 was internally much Burprised that Ma 
had encouraged him in hia enterprize ; I 
ina had a stronger honor than Mi, Waugk I 
tleui of what be called " low publicationB" 
minda of his work-people. The vvhola I 
1 lay in what Mr. Waugh considered t* | 
1 puhlioations," If he had meant low ia I 
; was hardly likely that he would huvi ] 
; this tract for Owen : but, as few puhlik I 
Uten happened to be low in price withoi4 
iw in principle and spirit, Owea'a bux^iusA, J 
ural, ■ 
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One night of the foHomnv wtxM, h 
borne with a brigtit countenance ; and 
trembling band, he Uid duwn before hi; 
as slie sat at vtorlt at her table, a pamplili 
like llie tract she had seen bim poring ove 
many evenings. He judged rightly thai 
ahe codd not read, she would like tu see t 
where 0. E. was printed. 

Long did she look at ibose black mark 
now. fur the first time, nurse £de team 
letters of the aljihabet. From that day, sh 
passed the placarded wall in the village' 
picking out by her eye all the great 0~s i 
in the bills there pasted up. She had no' 
idea that her son's letter must be altered b 
in print. She had heard it very often i 
(without understanding much more abou 
last time than the first ;) but hIic had tiov 
ble request to proflar, — 10 hear it ag-ain. 

" If you are not thred of reading k, i 
boy ; and then, when you have done, 1 1 
is not too late for me to put "on my horse 
go and show it to the clergyman. Bi 
afraid you will be tired of reading it; my' 

There never was a more unfounded ap( 
sion. It was not to be denied thab Om> 
read it very often ; hnt he did not' yot ftt 
self tired. There was no pretence, faowei 
bis mother's going to the clergy mttn. 0» 
met him; and had made bold to stop Ini 
show him what had happened. 

When aU tbc tomnliraents, hearty, if W 
gether enVigViteiKii, WiV \ie«Ki \«i&%^^ 
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one hail relaned in lila stare upon liis rccotd- 
iahed brutlier; and nurse had dried her few 
ITS. and resuDned lier needle, and all reasonable 
|)e had iieea expressed that Mildred, would not 

long in coming home, the happy young writer 
gan to look tbrwardlo the nest week, when there 
luld or would not be an answer from X. V. '£. 
e had already consulted Mr. Waugh on the pro- 
bility of tliere bein^ any answer at all, it' tliere 
« nut next week. Mr. Waugh had little doubt 
there being some reply ; Owen's remarks being 
hde in an amicable spirit, and very courteouEly 
pressed ; and if no reply should be ready by 
i.next week, lie thouglit there woiJd at least be 
promise of one, Owen counted the days as 
Kiousiy as in the times of his childhood, when 
iTtstmas-day and the fair-day were in prospect. 
f, would have been much aehamed that even hie 
tther should know how glad he was every night 

think that another day was gone ; and yet, 
rhaps, if the truth had been revealed, his mp- 
ti was little less childish than himself. 
The reply appeared, on the earliest possible 
y ; as courteous as Owen's own ; not altogether 
leeing with him, but modestly asking for fur- 
ar explanation on two or three knotty points. — 
ho was happier than Owen ? His immediate 
:ceiis raised liia ambition and his hopes to a 
ight which ha had before reached only in ima- 
latiou. H« would writean answer immediately ; 
1 when that was done, be would compose a 
rk on short-hand, givingan account of his own. 
dicB, and the JmprovementBbe\)e'li.«.'*«A.\>fi.Vi^ 
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■il AVaugli's assurance that he was likely to gain 40^ 
ik to divide between himself and the bookseller, by 
it writing a little book. Meantime, slie tbought it 
pf loo guud a prospect to be a likely one ; and 
9< could not believe but that everybody would be 
41 writing book)i, If this was the way money migbt 
tj be mode by bucIi a lad as her Owen. 
]■ Owen thought it a little unreaaonahte in his 
-! mother to doubt him, when he offered her actually 
ri « calctihition of the expenses he had fully ascer- 
U'tained, and n*ben she hud nothing to bring against 
t^iit) fif;urea but an impresBion of lier own. How- 
a^ver, he would send his rejoinder to tbe editor, as 
nbefore, and think the matter over again before 
^e said anything to Mr. Waugh. 
^ He did so, feeling pretty well satisfied that 
i^ia second letter, (into which he put some nicely- 
»urnei( expressions of esteem and admiration for 
>li9 unknown correspondent) would bring X. V. Z. 
, And himself to a perfect agreement : and anxious 
i^ieyond measure for an answer to a query which 
,se proposed in his turn, — a query, upon the reply 
^o which hung lie could scarcely say how much 
■ Xiat was all-important to the art of short-liand 
^«pritin^. But next week no tract arrived, though 
^ litul been positively ordered ; and twice over, to 
prevent mistake. It was so evident that poor 
^wen was inlernally fretting and fuming, though 
^Vtwardly no more than grave, that Mr. WaugU 
^"indly found it necessary to send Ambrose to 

.^^- , and even to Mupgridge's siio]). 

*• Perhaps, sir," said the young wt\\«t,"''^cm> 
youW be kJnii enough to send ono Waa \o ^t; 
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Muggridge i and then he wouU write sn auiwB. 
if lltere sliould be any accident, iaslead of uuvb 
Ing a niCBsage wliich Ambrose might mittaJu^ 
ODt knowing much about book mailers. 

Ambrose brought back a written answer.—* 
answer fatal for ihe time to Owen's hopes. Tlv 
tract was not to be had this week, nor at nf 
future time. It waa auppreseed. The pubLisba 
lied been informed that if he went on to iutf 
it without putting a four|>enny stamp upon il,i» 
VDuld be proGecuted. The publisher could tH 
Afford lo Bell it, if every copy must cost him tfff 
pence in addition to the other neceasajy a- 
penseB ; and still leas could he ofTord tu be pn^ 
aecuted. The tract was suppressed, 

"Well, well; that ia all right enough," ot- 
served Mr. Waugh. " The iaws must be oiie\<i 
and I am sure I should have been the last pciw 
to bring (the publication to Amealde if I iai 
dreamed of ita being illegal. I am sorry for yn 
Owen ; but the laws must be obeyed." 4 

Owen could not bear this ; and he went bfl|i| 
the first minute he could. His mother was ll 
of concern, and utterly unable to understand id 
the case stood. She could not belp having Mil 
hope that the tract would come down, tihet M 
sooner or kler; and that Owen would siupfl 
ber by bringing it in his hand some day. M 

No : no hope of such an event I Han w 
an end of everything. A most useful intercoiH 
between minds which would now become o(l 
Stare strangers was intenupied. Tlie impcol 
tpeat 0/ « useful Rrt wm iwt^v*-^. 'Wfln%-«tta 
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Baying what might not have atisen out of this 
corresjwnilence, — how much that u'ould have been 
advantageous lu the individuali ami lo society 
was now lost tlirough llie interferencB of ihe»e 
Stamp Commission era. If ih^y bad let the pub- 
licftiion go on so long, raising Ijopes and jusiit'y- 

ing exjiectations, tiicy might Owen could 

not finish what he was saying. He had su|iposed 
himself beyond the age of tears ; but lie now 
fbumJ himself mistaken. He put his liand before 
Ilia eyes, and we])t nearly as heartily as a girl 
when the spirit of her |>et lamb is passinjj away. 
■ Thiareverse had the effect of improving Owena 
rittqurnee. He grew vety fond of conversing 
both wJih the clergyman and with Mr. Waiigh 
on the Impolicy anti iniquity of restraining llie < 
intercourse of minds in socJeiy, for the sake of a ' 
few taxes, so paltry in their amount as to seem 
to crave to be drawn from some material or 
another of bodily food rathef than from the in- 
tellettual nourishment which is as much the 
unbounded Inlieritance of every one that is born ^ 
into the world as his peraonal freedom. 

All who knew Owen were aurpriaed at the ex- 
traordinary iniprovement he seemed to have 
made within a «hort time, in countenance and 
manner, as much as in his conversation. It be- j 
came a common remark among the neighbours, 
tliat there must be a proud feeling in nurse Ede's 
mind whenever she taw her manly and intelli- 
gent-looking son passing through the village, 
with a gait and a glance so unlikt vVvuwi "A \i^ 



said that it was bad enough to tax the ligh 
visits the eyes, but infinitely worse to b 
light that should illumine the immortal 
and the paper-makens quoted him over theii 
saying that no taxation is so injurious as I 
tiie raw material ; and that books are tli 
material of science and art. For Owen' 
all were glad, for that. of the villao-e al 
sorry, when it was made known that Mr. \ 
had resolved to part with his young frie 
order to give him opportunity for furth< 
provement and advancement than could be 
his reach at Ameside, and had procured 
good situation in Mr. Muggridge's establis 

at L . 

Nurse spoke not a word in the way of < 
tion. Such an idea as her boy's leaviu 
native village had never occurred to hei 
she bore the surprise and consequent sepa 
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■* Owen promised, on leaving Arnes'ule, not to for- 
■' get tlie old place and Ids old tVieiidii ; and lliougli 
■* fie aoun became a prosperous man, he lost none 
■* of his iijteresl in those who were proud of haini; 
Bi* X^ganled by him. Beports arrived of the ira- 

•' portanoe of the young Arneside seliolat in L ; 

^ m that large and busy town, which was Jike Lon- 
O 4pn to the imaginations erf the villagers. Owen 
*^' was Secretary to the Mechanics' Inalitutc there, 

' in course of time, after having won two or three 
^' prizes, and introduced the study and practioe of 

i* wa favourite slioit-hand. A straggler from 
■>" Aineside had met him in the streets of L ; 

e)dd been with him when he was stopped by tliree 
people within a hundred yards, all eager to.ask 
uiia something about the newspaper, — the West- 
ern Star; and had fmally walclied him into the 
liutet when, well dressiid in black, he liad passed 
ill with several gentlemen who were attending a 
public dinner there. Owen must have grown 
into Gomettiiug very like a gentleman to he at* 
>\ i&vlin(i a public dinner, and to be consulted 
)■ ^roc times within a hundred yards about n newa- 
■ j)^cr. One of Owen's tokens of rem em bra nee 
F W ''''? weekly newspaper, a copy of which lie 
U sent down regularly to the iandlotd oC vVie ^Xuf>e« 
Mr. Chowno, to be circulated ftitou^'iv'aN^*^ 



74 FnEBS AKO POflT'OTFICE. 

Vhen it bad been read in the tap-room. 
w«s consideted a very baadsome present ; 
indeed, eome of bis careful friends, rement 
tbat sevenjience-baifpenny a. week is 11. IS 
a year, consulted together about aendins 
word that be was too generous, and that 
were Bcrupuloui about accepting so expeni 
remembrance from bim. His motlier, bov 
heard of tlris, and put an end to all scrupl 
expresfiinj^ her confidence tbat her Buti won 
nothing wliich he couid not properly afford 
it afterwards transpired from Bome (juartei 
Owen bad told somebody tbat this newt 
cost him notliing, an intimation which cerb 
the village puliltciana iiiterpretetl «» me 
tiiat he wrote the whole of it. From the mi 
tbat their version of the storj' was adoptei 
eagerness with which the " Western Star 
received was redoubled ; and those who 
not read listened with open mouths while 
who couid told the news, and magnified as 
went along. The gossip about the Turkisi: 
Ian and his Ministers now became interestir 
well as the speculations about the magnetic 
and there was no end to the astonisbmei 
Owen's learninfT, which Beemed to extend 
courts and cabinets down to razor-strops 
Macassar oil. No day of the week passed 
out his being pronounced a wonderful y 

The most incomprehensible thing to the » 
village was that Ovjtiv %e\it down warninc 
his Jelters, moie iViaii owc«, 'CiwX >ijMft'>'>'^> 
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Star'' must not be trusted as if it told nothing 
but truth. Its reports were declared to be often 
unfair, and its politics wavering and unprincipled. 

There was some talk in L of trying to get 

up another newspaper ; and it would be a pity if 
(as was too likely) it could not be done ; as an 
opposition might improve the *' Western Star.'' 
This declaration seemed to exhibit an unparal- 
leled modesty and disinterestedness on the part 
of Owen. Nobody would have found out that 
bis newspaper was not perfectly fair, if he had 
not himself said so. 

One motive to such transcendent virtue might 
be discerned. The reports which, Owen said, 
were the least of all to be trusted, were those of 
Mr. Arruther's speeches and conduct in the 
House. Owen was known to be no admirer of 
Mr. Arruther as a Member of Parliament ; and, 
that the '* Western Star'* had always praised this 
gentleman, and called upon his constituents for 
gpratitude, was supposed to be owing to the laws 
of good breeding, which might forbid any public 
blame of so rich and grand a person as Mr. 
Arruther. But Owen's private letters spoke very 
plainly of the Member ; of his idleness about 
bis duty ; of his prejudice in favour of the aris* 
tocracy ; and of his constancy in opposing every 
measure which could tend to the relief and en- 
lightenment of the working classes. He wished 
that he could give his old friends the means of 
knowing what grounds he had for saying all 
Jiis ; but the London papers took little w^\.v^. ^^ 
Mr. Arruther, and nothing vioxA^ V^^ iw«w^ 



represciiicu. 

On the days when the " Western Star^' i 
man after man dropped in at the tap-roon 
Rose, to try for his turn, or to listen to a 
who miglit be reading aloud. Nurse 
never be persuaded to go and listen too, 
a seat of honour would have been awardc 
by the window in summer, and near the 
winter. She felt that she had rather wai 
a rule was made that she should have tl 
loan, of the paper. Such was the rule, if 
but been kept. But when she had her 
turn, it did not always happen that Ambrc 
ready to read, or that she was at home tha 
ing ; and she never chose to detain the t 
beyond a single day, when so many bettei 
lars than herself were longing for it. An 
was some underhand work about this 
The newspaper had sometimes disappearc 
the table at the Hose ; which happened 1 
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Star." Yet, the first thing that she remembered 
on waking, every Saturday morning, was that 
this was the day of the arrival of the newspaper ; 
and Ambrose was sure to be reminded of it by 
Bome gentle hint during breakfast. 

He went in at the Rose, one Saturday even* 
ing, to see what was doing. There sat Farmer 
Mason, looking more shabby than ever ; as he 
had done each time that Ambrose had seen him 
since the fire. He came to learn if the adver- 
tisement and list of subscriptions in his favour 
were in the ** Star " to-day. Nothinjr like them 
appeared ; and he was drowning his disappoint* 
ment in a third glass of spirit and water. Some 
Job's comforters were present who asked him 
how he could expect that his friends should con- 
sume the little money they had obtained for him 
in advertising ; and added what they had heard 
about the unwillingness of many people to assist 
a man who had shown himself so imprudent as 
not to insure. Mason did not boast of any more 
patience than Job. 

- "As for the insuring," said he, *• it is all very 
well for the rich to talk. They insure them- 
selves; having several properties which they 
make to secure one another ; it being the last 
tiling likely that all or many should be burnt 
down. But the very cause which prevents their 
insuring should teach them to excuse us poor 
men for not doing it." 

" Besides,*' observed the landlord, " there are 
BO many country people that do tvoV \\\ycv\r. ofl vcir 
nunng against hre 1 Indeed* I scaiceVj Vxv^^ ^ 
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farmer llint has done it ; and why should . 
act differently from his Beighliours ?" 

"And why don't the farmers insure ? 
does not every budy insure V cried 1 
" Because of the tas whicli the tith eacaj) 
ing' by making one estate insure anothe 
long as the government is to have 200 pe 
upon fire insurances, there will be )ilc 
})eop!e to heep me in countenance for wha 
few arc pleased to exll my neglect." 

" What business has the government to 
fere with a man, when he is trying to | 
against misfortune?' asked the shoema 
the village. " It is a direct reward to cs 
nesa to tax carefulness. And 200 per cent 

"Yes: 200 per cent. If the premium 
culaled at Is. 6d., the governmeni imposi 
stamp. If you go and insure 1000/. » 
goods at lbs., we'll say, you must pnv a i 
30*. to government. \\ liere is the wond 
a man would rather trust to Providence t 
the lire from his roof than submit to such 
'i'he true matter of wonder i», that any i 
ment could ever shut its eyes lo this ! " 

"Something has liappcned nbout eea 
ances which might have opened their eye 
know from my brother, who is now mast 
ship from the next port," observed the In 
" The last time he was here, he told me ■ 
had^no idea of before. 'While we have 
and more ships passing in and out, the d 
eea-poiicies ia taWmg ofi. Where the b 
transacted haa mcxeMfti oT^t-M.^^-^s^i 
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fallen off Iwo-fiftlis: that is to say, our mer- 
chants and ship-masters go and insure in Hol- 
land, and in Germany, and in the United States 
of America, or any respectahle place where tlie 
stamp is not so high as in England. The govern- 
ment might as well take off this tax at once, 
with a good grace ; for^ in a little while, all the 
insurers will be driven across the water. Since 
the duty will soon yield nothing at all, they may 
as well let us keep a useful branch of business 
among us, instead of giving it away to fo- 
reigners." 

*^ I am sure,*' said poor Mason, sipping from 
his glass, and recurring to the faults which had 
been found with him, — ^** I am sure it is no un- 
reasonable thing of me to look for another 
advertisement or two, considering how little can 
be done by one. . Only think how many people 
may chance to miss seeing the paper that once, 
or may overlook that particular advertisement, 
when they might be ready enough to give^ if it 
did but come often enough before dieir eyes. 
And I suppose it cannot cost a great deal to 
print ten or twelve lines ; and when once it 
stands ready for printing, I suppose they charge 
less each time, as is done in other cases where 
there is less charged in proportion to the great- 
ness of the custom.*' 

The landlord knew that this was the way in 
America. His brother was in the habit of ad« 
vertising the departure of his ship from an Ame- 
rican port. He paid for h\s adN«tx\&««i^x?*» 
(which happened to be a sViott oxi^"^ ^s.Std^tot 
one Insertion ; 3s. 3d, fox iyiO\ axi4oTi\^ ^\d»xft!Qrt^ 



first in England ; and, bad as the c 
altogether, this is the worst part of it ; 
Mr. Mason was saying, repetition is all ii 
advertising. 

" There is talk of taking off a good part 
advertisement duty," * observed tbo shoe 

*^ There will be less use in taking off 
than the government expects,'' replied th< 
lord, ** for the very reason that the princ 
an advertisement duty interferes with the 
ing of the price on repetition. If the s 
ment now make, as they say, 160,000// 
by this tax, they would find their profit in 
it off altogether by *' 

"The increase of the paper duty, fire 
multitude vf advertisements there would be 

^^ That would be true ; but I would hi 
paper duty off too ; and so I should look 
other quarter for the compensation. M uc 
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J " One might easily find out," observed some- 

Hi boily, "wliether the Aiticricans advertise more 
,, than we do, from having no duly to pay. That 
ij would be the teat" 

^ "The only test; and what is the fact? There 

fire half as mtmy again of advertisemenU in the 
^ daily papers of New York alone, as in all the 
. newspapers of Great Britain and Ireland." 

" Without London. You leave out the great 
London papers." 

"Not J. I include the great dally papers of 
^ London. We have twice as many people as the 
^ United States, and more tliau twice aa much 
I J business ; yet we have only one million of adver- 
^ tisements in a year, and the United States have 
^ ten millions — that is to say, their advertising is 
g to ours as ten to one. And when you further 
H consider, as my brother says, how many of 
j the Americans are busy on the land instead of in 
trade, and how many more we have occupied in 
^ trade, from which tlie greater part of advertise- 
^j mentB come, it is hardly too much to say that 
1^ their advertising is to ours as forty to one. De- 
^ pend upon it, we are under the marli when we say 
[^ that llie duty suppresses nineteen out of twenty 
^ of those advertisements which would he sent 
j^ to the newspapers if we had the eame freedom 
^ as the Americans ; and that no mere reduction 
will prevent the suppression of millions which it 
■ ^ is for everybody's advantage should appear." 

" Yes, indeed ; and why we should be com- 
pelled lo pay to the Govemmeflt Uit w.'itoft^ 
Jtnomi Ihal ne have Bomelldng lo seW Vctv txC^w*^ 
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off, when a shopkeeper may freely put a trill 
his window to tell wliatmay be )iail witit' 
not altogether easy to nee." 

"There is one thing easy to see," ob«cf*« 
Joy, the builder; "aad that i» the (igur 
people make of our walls, sticking them sit owl 
witli bills. 1 hnve more trouble than endom 
with pulling tiiem down frum the end of 1)1 
master's hou«e ; and as sure as I next put W 
way, r find it all covered over again with til 
and black iettern, and ugly pictures. My m«M 
eulls it makinfr a newspaper of his gabl& w 
as for the chalking, — it is saiii that men and bM 
are iiired to go about chslkin^ all the wiJItll 
the country; and before ever our mortar ii f 
there is some unsi(;htly sorawt or anothercni 
new red bricks. Tis loo much for ilie lenip«' 
any builder. For mv part, I make no scruiiit' 
threshing any one tli'at I catch with th 
his hand, man or boy," 

Ambrose stood up for the practice of pIwKj 
inp; the walls with bilb^ he having been o^l 
amnacd, and even led to read, by a temptin^ei 
I>lay of this kind. But it did not take toni^f 
convince him that he might be better bihuac^ 
anil more comfortably advanced in his r^aii'-. 
if la; could but be supplied at his own home if- 
a BullJciency of pictures and articles to sW-^ 
He Raw that it was pleasanter to eh down alM 
motlier's deal-lable for sucii purposes, thtf "J 
a1<iii() in a broiling sun or drizzling raio,! 
tni,' up liU l\ie \ia A ol VwwttV B.t£eil lii« 
of a rlieumat-ic o\d nviav. 
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Mason was at first equally disposed to Bdvo- 
ite tlie elialking, He had himself Bent liis poor 
:)y3 about to represent on every conspicuous 
rick surface witliin five miles, a large house in 
amea, ^vith llie inscription underneath, " Re- 
leniber Farmer Mason and Ins large young 
mily. burnt out of house and home." He he- 
^ved that he owed nearly as much to this as to 
living employed Grice ihe crier to bawl his 
ise through two or three parishes. 

Tli<! alioemaker hoped that fellow tirice did not 
ke anything from Farmer Mason for doing him 
lis service. Grice was known to be prospering 

the world ; and it was a cruel thing to take 
uney I'roni a ruined man, the same as from a 
rtunale one. Mason sighed, shook his head, 
id applied himself to ills glass. Perhaps the 
ndlord winced under the last remark, consciouu 

being now actually running up a score against 
lason for drink, which he would never have 
lought of tHKtins; if lie liad not been tempted 
' the Rose, fur the sake of seeing the advertise* 
ent of his calamity. To have defended Grice 
ould have been going rather too far; but 
liowne ventured to show that Grice was no 
jrse than some other people. 
The Government, he said, took large sums of 
aney from all distressed people whose calamities 
a advertised. When there was a famine in Ire- 
id, several thousand pounds of the money 
ascribed for the relief of the famishing went to 
Government in l!ie shape of adNw^-wtWievft.- 
■.y ; and when the floodi o£ t\ie \a.5>i. »*».■««>■ 
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had laid waste whole districta in Scotland 
profit tfliich the Treasury made bvtlie anno 
ment would have rebuilt hundreds of the 
lages which were swept away. And this p 
ing was not only on rare and great occa! 
There was not a poor servant out of place 
had not to pay to the Government for the cl 
of getting a service ; and to pay exactly the 
as the nobleman wiio nishen to sell an eats 
ten thousand a-year, and to whom a pound ■ 
in advertisement-duLy is of leae consequence 
a doit would be to the servant out of place. 

Mason sighed, and said that the thing 
plain to him was that he was destined i 
Btripped of all he had, since there was a plui 
evcrv hand, — first the fire, arid then Gri«. 
the "Governmciit, and everybody. But tli 
he was disappointed in what he came to i 
the newspaper, he did not mean to go awaj 
out seeing it ; and bo he would trouble the i 
lord for another glass of spirit and water 
would be hard if he did not see the paper 
as he liad no money to pay the pot-boy, like: 
people, for a sight of it. He did wonder. 
lie was not the only one that wondered, 
tlie landlord chose to make a profit of whai 
sent liim as a present, — taking one little ai 
lage from one, and another from another 
nobody, supposed the pot-hoy put in hia 
pocket all the good things he got every wee 

Chowne wondered what his friend M 
meant. If people chose to make presents 1 
aervants, it was nothing to hiin : but, — as fi 
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making anything by the paper, — he could tell the 
present company, if they did not know it already, 
that there was a law against letting newspapers. 
He should now take care to tell his pot-boy the 
very words of the law, — *' that any hawker of 
newspapers, who shall let any newspaper to hire 
to any person, or to different persons, shall forfeit 
the sum of five pounds for each offence." If, after 
this, the lad should choose to run the risk, it would 
be at his own peril ; and nobody would now sup- 
pose that a prudent man like himself would run 
the risk of being fined five pounds, a dozen times 
over, every week. 

O, but that must be an old, forgotten law, that 
nobody thought of regarding. Were there no 
newsmen in London, letting out newspapers at 
twopence an hour ? 

The law was not so very old, Chowne said. 
Our good King George the Third had been 
reigning just thirty years when it was passed. If 
it was disregarded iu London, he supposed people 
had their reasons for disregarding it ; and he was 
far from wishing to defend that bit of law ; but, 
for his own sake, he should not break it. So, 
perhaps, friend Hartley, who had been getting the 
paper by heart, apparently, while the others were 
talking, would have the goodness either to read 
aloud, or to hand the sheet over to somebody 
who would. 

: Tlie reader had been anxious to see what was said 
about Arruther's being absent during two nights, — 
the most important of any in the session to some 
of his constituents, — and voting with the majority 



Hartley had no idea of being gulled as tii 
would gull him, just for the sake of whiter 
Mr. Arrutber ; and he began to read w 
paper said. A good deal of argumentat 
lowed, which, however animating and whi 
it might be to the persons engaged, was i 
useless to Ambrose, from his knowing 
about the subject discussed. Seeing no 
of the party arriving at the accident and 
parts in any decent time, he determines 
home and tell his mother that they mu 
and that he did not know whether the pa 
entertaining or not, this time. All were t 
leaning over the table and listening, to t 
notice of him when he went away ; and 
never drank anything, Chowne did not < 
himself called upon to bestow more than 
nod on Ambrose, as the lad made hia rui 
in passing out 

Whom should he meet at the next coi 
Ryan? Ambrose's wits were certainly 
pnpfl hv Romft mpana or another : fnr li** Uc^ 
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j\mbrose blurted out tlie alory of tlio fire, llie 
euWriptimi, the rapacity ortlie Government in re* 
garil ti) iLdvertiiemenls, anil the advantage it 
wonld be to Mason if tlie rai^-mercliant woulii 
take up his cauie, and beg fur him through tlie 



" Ay ; that's the way," said Ryan. " Always 
something fur me to do as 1 travel the country! 
However, llldo itwilh all my heart. Myerranda 
arc nut all begging unes, as I will show you. I 
give as Hell as beg sometimes. Here, take this, 
'i'liia is Owen'u tract (I mean the tract that was 
put down) come to life attain. I'll give it to you 
thia once : autl if you can get anybody to join 
vuu in buying it at twufience a-week by the time 
J come again, I can order it for you. Not that 
you can liave it weekly : the carriage would cost 

" It can come bypost, can't it? The'Western 

Star ' alwavs comes by post, and no charge." 

" Very iikeiy ; but this is not altogether like 
the ' Western Star ' or other newspapers that 
come by post, as you will find when you look at 
il. But you can have four numbers together, 
once B-inonth, when the monthly things come for 
ihe clergymnn nnd Mr. Waugh. Give my lovo 
to nurse, and tell her rags are down. She must 
take a penny it pound less if she has any to sell. 
Ther.igs from the Mediterranean and the east 
are not all wanted, and the American paper- 
makers have come here to buy; and while that 
is the case, mine will be but a bad business. 
Our paper-making is a juke to theirs ; and, for 
1 a 
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mv part, if something does not happen soon U 
((uicken the demand for rags, I think I shall pn 
up going my rounds, and bid yuu all good bya.' 

" No : don't say tiiat, Mr. Kyan. We »iioul4 
be BOTiy not to Bee you twice a-ycar, as vk hm 
doii^ ika long as 1 caa remember.'' 

•' Well ; if you wish to help my trade, atiJ » 
go on seeing me, do your best to spread this pub- 
lication. If you will believe me, there are Ki 
thousand a-week circulating of it already ; id 
that requires a good deal o( paper, — sec C 

Ambrose was approaching, as slowly as M 
could put one foot before the other, the iiit 
time that his molher looked out for him firomfiff 
door. 

" So, here you are, my dear ; and the papa, 
loo ! — and a piclure at top of It lo-day ! Tliai'i 
Eomclliing new. I wonder whether it lie Oiven' 
dr;iwiog. He could draw if he was to try, fc 

" 'Tis not OvTen'fl paper, mother ; but a inncli 
fiucrone, and not coating scarcely a quarter a 
miitli as Owen's." 

And he told how he had got it; and help&i 
liiii jiiolher to make out the pictures, as she lookd 
lit 111.™ over his shoulder. 

" Who is that lady, I wonder now," said nura, 
" niUi her hands fastened, poor thing! ami i 
f;rL-at arm out of a cloud whipping her ? AViut 
lull! feathers she has in her queer hat ! and wbu 
a \\lii|i ! with a man's face at the end "of cvny 

" That is Britannia and Iter task-masters no- 
llicr. Tiioae arc hev toak-maaters, — those faro 
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in the whip ; and they are our rulers : there are 

R iheir names. And below there is — ' Many a 

. tear of blooii has Britain sheil under those 

J tyrants that make themselves a cat-o'- nine-tails, 

to bare the bones and harrow the feelings of tha 

Bons of industry.' How cruel ! — Then tiiere ia 

. —here, in (his corner '' 

i. "A great cliest all on fire. 1 see." 

"A |irin ting-press, that is ; but what the greal 

light round about il means, I don't know ; but it 

_ dues not seem to be burning away. Then, oppo- 

" uite, there is a black }ierson, with an odd foot and 

a lung mil; and see what is flying off ftom iha 

end of his tail !" 

" A crown, 1 do believe ; and what ii the 
olhet ?" 

" A mitre. The Ihies below are— 

' My tail (hall tnss both Cliurch and Stale, 
And leave tbeoi, sliortty, lu iheir fate.' 

And do look behind! There is the church win- 
i*^. dow, aud two men hanging. 1 think the Tat one 
^m is the parson. Who can the other be T' 

" Qui, my dear, I do not like this picture at 
■K all. It seems to me very cruel and wicked.'' 
be " Well, let us look at the next Here is 8 
man that has tumbled into the kennel ; and ■ 
woman with a child in her arms falling over him ( 
und nobody helps them up; but all the buys in 
street are pointing at them. What is written 
r behind there ? ' Gin palace.* Ah ! those 
loph^ are drunli, poor creatures l" 
" My dear, doti'l say '(toor creatures !' for fear 
tS 
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I shoulii lliiiik you pity lliem. They desi 
lliat may liappcntu tliem ; iind 1 hope tl 

Tlie paper ni,k\ someLliing very like 
told the tilory of a nan wlio Iiad bea 
wifa, and lurned her out of a gin-shop w 
liad followed him there, with her infant 
arms. In his drunken rage, he had pus) 
door so violently as to squeeze the infant 
dour-way, and cause its death. This was 
very plainly, and followed by some fore 
marks on the disgusting sin of drunk 
Mrs. Ede was much pleased wilii all th 
with more wliich Ambrose read when s 
lighted Lcr candle, and sat down to di 
Btockingg. There was a story of a mrisl 
was kind enough to offer to make anulh 
of a run-away apprentice ; and the rebuk< 
a magistrate gave to a mean-spirited wrel 
would have frightened his little daught 
telling a lie to save him from jostice. The 
a short account of what was doing at thi 
Pole; and.afterwarils, directions how ( 
meat from spoihng in hot weather. Intli 
of this, Ambrose stopped, quite tired out. 
he came to " wiped with a dry cloth," hia 
failed him, and the lines swam before hi 
He had never before read so much in oi 
Nu^'se was sorry not to hear what should I 
next with the meat ; but she hoped A 
would be able to go on to-morrow. Me 
she spent a few minutes in glancing ovi 
was to her an expanse of hieroglyphics. 
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** Ah ! liere is a song !** cried she. ** Tliis is 
the way the song was printed in Owen's paper. — 
Never mind, my dear. You have done quite 
enough. Never mind the song now." 

Ambrose could not help trying, and for some 
time in vain, to make out this bit of apparent 
poetry. It turned out at last to be a list of 
country agents and their abodes : a list so long as 
to fill a quarter of a column. — ^When the laugh at 
this mistake was done, nurse began to tell her son 
what a very happy mother she considered herself. 
It was a pity, to be sure, that poor Mildred did 
not get home in time to hear all that her mother 
had beSrd ; and, indeed, nurse sometimes won- 
dered whether her girl did not stay out later than 
she need ; and whether it was a fancy of her own 
that Mildred was not so fond of being at home as 
she used to be. But still, everybody knew Mil- 
dred to be a verysteady, virtuous girl, unlike two 
or three at the mill who might be mentioned ; 
and, while many mothers were anxious about 
their lads, not knowing whether they passed their 
evenings at the public-house, or playing thimble- 
rig in the lane, or going into the woods after 
dark with a gun, nurse was wholly at ease about 
her boys. Owen was doing honourably, which 
partly made up for his being at a distance ; and 
cere was Ambrose improving his learning by 
finding out for her how meat should be kept in 
hot weather, and meeting with awful lessons 
about drunkenness. It made her feel so obliged 
to himl and she knew he had a pleasure in 
deUghting her : a sort of pleasure that poor Mrs. 



ij 



9S PRESS inn POaT-OFPfOE. 

Arruther and lier aon seemed never to Iiavi 
togetUcr, for aU ilia fine educatiuu. And 
were inany much liumbler people than tlie 
llifrs who were nol near so happy as nurae 
she cuuid but make out whether anytiiing 

lay on her girl's mind But the presen 

not a lime lo Bpeak of the only great Iroub 
had. It would be un^ateful to do so to-nig 
There was one more thing uhe should lii 
know, liuwever -, and that was why, whei 
paper blamed violence and fBlaehood in ma 
^ot drunk, and in bad fathers, it was itself si 
lent about our rulers, and told bo much ttia 
thought must be fabe about Uiem. She hi 
wish to lind fault with anything lliat Ryor 
brought ; but she had rather think the pape 
taken than believe that our rulers were so 
as it declared. 

Ambrose looked again at the pictures ; th< 
the people wlio wrote the paper muat be ] 
sure what they were about before they pi 
such things ; feared that the rulers and the c 
must be a bad t4t ; and reminded his mothe: 
virtuous this publication had proved itself 
gin. 

If nurse had known all, she would not 
felt the surprise alie had ventured to exf 
and if Ambrose had known all, he wouk 
have concluded that because some vices 
condemntd and some virtues honoured ir 
pjp;e, tlie next must be pure in the murals 
politics, Tliis newspAper was an unsUmpei 
therefore an illega^fublicatioa. It wu 
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loxiuuB to Uielaw, and tliereforeanenemy to t!ie 
aw, and to uU laiY-makcTS. Moral ia Jta choice 
inJ jireseatation of police reports, and of late 
iccurrenccs of olker kinds, judicious in its selcc- 
iuns from good liooks, and useful in those of its 
iriginul articles wtiicli Iiad nothing to do with 
jolitics, it ivas cruel, malicious, and false in its 
nanner of treating whatever related to law- 
nakers. It was what in liigli places is called in- 
lanimittory. Its tendency was, not to enlighten 
ts readers about the faults of their repreaenta- 
ives, errors in the practice of government, and 
.he evils arising from former faults and errors ; 
}iM to persuade the people that rich men must 
3e wicked men ; that the industrious must be op- 
pressed ; and that the way to remedy every thing 
ivas to strip the rich and bang the idle. Its ob- 
ject, in short, was to make its readers hate an 
authority which it chose to disobey. — If no inju- 
rious authority had interfered ivitli the establish- 
ment of this paper, (whicli establishment it had 
not availed to prevent,) the political part of this 
paper would have been as moral as (he rest. 
There is no abstract and peculiar iiatredin men's 
minds against rulers, any more than there is 
against poets, or jewellers, or colonels in the 
irmy. or any otiier class ; and no one class would 
ivi; been selected for reprobation here, if there 
li been no provocation, on the one side, to de- 
iL c on the other. If theie had been no fear 
jiLinishment for saying anything at all, there 
■ J.I have been no templation to say what was 
injt and cruel, to the injury of every party 
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concerned. But, foi the sake of the four 
stamp, a temperate and very useful publ 
had been put down ; and there liad arise) 
JtH ruins, — anoliier, not like jtsi?lf, but ae 
iiifrli ivitli wliatever could most exsltthejn 
and thereby 'en list t)ie prejudices of the viii: 
in jti sujiport agajnat the law. This coul 
taken place only under an unwise nnd opp 
law ; unwise in atfording facilities tbrilsoi 
sion ; and oppressive in debnrrinij tke 
from an immeasurable advantage, for the t 
a very small supposed profit to the treaiur 
As Ambrose unfolded the i>aper, un beiii| 
fied with what he had seen of two sides of 
or three little papers fell out. and fliiliered 
to the criiund. They contained a puff 
piiper, and were to be circulated by lii 
doubt. 
" The best and cheapest Newspaper everpui 

in England. 
"the iwopennv treat, and people's 

" It shall abound in Police Intel ligence.ii 

ders, Rajjes, Suicides, Burnings, Mail 
Thealricala, Races, Pugilism, and all mar 
' moving accidents by flood and field.' In 
it will be stuffed with every sort of devil me 
will make it sell. For this reason, and to 
it the poor man's treat, the price is oid) 
pence (not much more than the price i 
paper.) So that even to pay its way, th 
must be enormous. With this, however, w 
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be Batisfiei]. Out object is, not to make money, 
but to beat the Government Let the public only 
ksaiGt us in this, and we promise them the cheap- 
est and best ])aper for the money that was ever 
published in England. 

Observe ! s. d, 

Advertisemnnls under six lines . 1 6 
Each additional line . , .02 
Published by E. Hamilton ; and sold by all 

courH^eous Venders of the unstamped." 
AVhy did not Ambrose read this announcement 
^o his mother ! Why did lie not, the next day, 
(give her some of the benefit of the other two 
Ibages of this paper ? If nurse had been able to 
Itead for lierself about the " devilment" with which 
itlie publicntioii was to be stuffed, and about the 
mature of the contract between masters and 
workmen, she might, by a few words of parental 
jvisdom and love, have saved her son and herself 
from future intolerable misery. One grief lay 
heavy at her heart already ; a grief which had its 
i^ause in the gross ignorance of one of her chil- 
dren. Another was in store, arising from the 
imperfect knowledge and mistaken credulity of 
beraecoiidson. In the enlightenment of the eldest 
clay her only security for her maternal peace. 
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1 



Owen's viebns had not all been realized. 
Iiad not yet got Iiia thirty or forty pound 
publiBhing what ho hnU to say on sliort-ham 
univerBal language. He had not even \tixi>l 
at all. This arose. Tint, from certain iliffic 
representeJ to him by Mr. Muggridge, anii 
conlirtncil by a London bookseller ; an<l, 
from liis having grown modest as he gre^i 
lightened. He was much luss confideot at I 
than ho had been at Arneside, tliat he couk 
nnylhins^ very new and very valuable on a 
veraal l.tnguage. 

The bookseller's first difficulty was : 
Owen's remarks being published as a pamj 
He was right enough in saying that the v 
man did not know what lie was about in wi 
to publish n pamjjhiet. In order to intiinai 
risk, Mr. Muggridge told him that not one 
phlet in fifty pays the cost of Its publication 
showed him how clearly impossible it was 
any other result could take place. Pami 
were triple taxed ; and by what means coi 
small an article pay its expense of produi 
three kinds of tax, and the trouble of the publ 
and leave any surplus for the avithor ? Firs 
paper was heavily excised ; then there wa 
pamphlot duty of three shillings per sheet 
tlicn the advertisement duty. And the n 
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selling the whole must not bo forgotten. 
; duly must be paid upon every copy of tlia 
;eSt edition, before » single one was sold; 
. if no more than twenty were purL-liased, and 
tlie rest went as waste paper to tjie tobncconist, 
re would be no drawback allowed; not even 
e given to see whether there would be any 
1 or not. Tliere were no bonded warehouses, 
jre books might be lodged between iheir 
nufacture and their sole. To issue a pamphlet 

st be a speculation of unavoidable hazard 

Du all but the Govcrainent, who makes sure 
he taxes beforehand. 

To all but the Government ! And what did 
Government get by it ? The practice tended 
.he suppression of pamphlets, and not lo the 
lit of the treasury. Tl;e very oppressive 
uplilet duty yielded to the Government 9701. 
ear. For this miglity sum were hundreds of 
iUigenl men kept silent who might have uttered 
usands of opinions and millions of facts which 
lid have been useful to their race, but who 
I neither power nor inclinatiua lo issue in 
lensive volumes thoughts which would have 
n worth setting fortn in cheap tracts. For 
I mighty sum were thousands of rational beings 
jected to that restriction of commerce which 
lie most to be deprecated, and the least capable 
lefcnce, — the commerce of thought. What 
lid be said to regulations of commerce whicli 
uld practically prohibit a silver coinage, while 
lluwed but a very minute supply of copper? 
lat would bo thought of the injury to iliose 
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»'l)o bad it not in iheir power to deal with goU ! 
Vet ill the far moie important iatercliasg'^ d I 
knowledge and opinion, tliis monstrous viritul 
ptoiiibition subsisteil for the sake of the 97i)i. 
a-year whicb it brought to the treasury [ 

Owen coulil acarcely believe that the piodun 
of the tax could be eo Bmnll till it was expliinid 
ivhat its attendant expenses were. Fifty pras«i>- 
tions in the year cannot he conducted for nDthin;; 
and the average of prosecutions in a year forlbt 
nt^glect of payment of the pamphlet dutv "U 
fifty. In Bome years, tlie average of prosw'' 
tioiiB had been so much larger, or the hoirur « 
the tax htd bo availed in deterring from that ami-- 
of publication, th&t the (luverament itad i\l^ 
tained an actual loBS of 20QI, under that he»i ^ 
duly. If Owen meant to publiali at all, he uJ 
Li.'itL'r swell ViIb matter into a good thick volutif 
^it ten shilling octavo, whicii wuulcl escape"*! 
jjiiniplilet duty, anil cost no more in adveriisiKi 
th:iii an cighte en-penny pamplilet. > 

And what chance was thereof Lia mating' 
wonli Ids while to publish a book P OwenuLw'' 
know. Little chance enough of his being reto* 
|)i'nHi-(l for his toil, and rewarded for his taieoi 
lliiJiigh iie might perhaps recover the monej^' 
iiiust l;iy out. If he printed five hundred cop"'' 
ihe expanses would he about 170/., of whicb*! 
would be tax of ono kind or another, lb 
eleven copies must be given to various intW*! 

Jiiit Owen iid tid\ meaLT* ta (yye anya"?! 
L'-M.i.'[)t two ot UiTee cu\>\ei\Q QWtiviaSa. I 






(luat. There was n law by wliich eleven 
)f every work etilered at Stationers' Hall 
; presented to institutions where they a 



a unread as if they were already tlie 
^ waste paper tliev will be some time or other. 
_i The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are 
^ among the eleven favoured places ; diose rich , 
^ Uni vera it lea, wliich are exempted from that giaper- 
U duty which must be paid by every little tradesman 
^ who issues a hand-bill about his stock, and every 
^ labourer who buys his daughter a. Bible when she 

I goes out to service, or puts half a quire of fools- 
^1 cap into her hand that she may write sometimes 
ig to her parents. Well; these expenses being 
^ all paid, there would remain to be divided be- 

f ttveen the author and the publisher, when every 
^1 copy was soU, neither more nor less than 20/. ' 
^ Thai is to say, the treasury would take 35/,, and ! 
jf, the author and publisher together 20/., and this | 
^ iu the best possible case, — that of every copy 

being sold. | 

y This statement disposed Owen to refrain from 
^ becoming an author at present, — at lea!<t till he 
g| had asked an experienced London publisher who- I 
if ^her Mr. Muggridge did not labour under some I 
gi uistake. The answer from London was that 
J Mr. Muggridge'a statement was perfectly cor- \ 
J, Tect ; and added that, tn this countrv. not one- I 
^ fourth of the hooks published pay their expenses, 
y leaving out of view all recompense of the aulhor'a 
ability and industry; that only one in eight or 

I ten can be reprinted with advaiiVa^ft', M\4-"ivi-V 
^ in the case of the most buccbbbW ■woiV*, — wa^** 



puuusDing u. ne oecame ^ne pnncipi 
for the " Western Ster.*' 

Now a power came into his hands 
nature and extent he had not formed 
ception before he made trial of his ne 
tion. Upon him it now depended how 
good people of L and a wide di«t 

should know of the law proceedings, of 
meetings and dinner spcechifyings i 
place in the town and neigbbourhoo 
Owen it depended whether the misdemi 
certain citizens should be held up as a 
or obligingly concealed ; whether the c* 
should be allowed to take its own way 
or subjected to be watched by the tow 
whether one side or both of a pdfitical 
should be presented. There was no co 
as the " Western Star ** was the only i 
in the place ; and nothing could be ei 
it now would have been to Owen to infl 
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their best Hayings put at lengtli, and to tlie best 

Kdvantage, Aa it was iinpuaaible to issue 

the wlioie of vvliat every body said, the most na- 

fiirnl process seemed to be to print wiiat Owen 

liked most, and must therelbre think the most 

worth carrying away, Owen himself felt that 

lliia was an unreasonable and pernicioua power 

to be in the hands of any man ; and, earnestly 

M he desired not to abuse it, he was so well 

ftirare that every man must have his peculiar 

tastua and political pnrtialitiea, — he saw so clearly 

that no one report of Ids in the " Western Star " 

was in matter [irecisely what it would have been 

If prepsred by any one else, that it offended his 

judfj^ment and his conscience to be left in a state 

' of irresponsibility in the discharge of a duty of 

' Ruch extreme importance. He felt that respon- 

' sibility to any odb mind wag out of the question. 

If Mr. Muggridge, or any other censor, had been 

' let over him, the only diiference would have 

' been that the" public would have seen affairs 

' through Mr. Muggridge'it medium, instead of 

' through Owen's : but there was another kind of 

' responsibility to which he would fain have been 

' Rubjected ; and that was, public opinion. If he 

' had known that other papers beside the " West- 

' ern Star " would also publish the proceedings he • 

' was reporting, he must not only have avoided 

' Bny gross art of suppression or embellishment, 

' but must have vied with otlier reporters in seiect- 

f ing whatever was most w^ighiy, by whomsoever 

' taid, and on whatever aspect of a ';\\v«'iV\OTi, \«<. 

' free compelUhn alone, he «aw,\a'^ \\\* s«.c«t*^ 



fui Ills own perfect lioiieaty. anil that of ll* 
]iublic for being truly informed about {lublic pm- 
ceclingi. 

Owen was now in a somewliat similar posllJM 
to tliat of the reporters of tlie London M*i- 
papers, some years ago, when a very few jour- 
nals, comproraiBing mattcTS among tLenieelmi 
and, secure from competition, sported witb puliiit 
curiosity as tbey chose. If a fit of yawnii^ 
seized thoGe gentlemen la the midst of a pariii- 
nienlaty debate, they went to the next laYern U 
Tulicsh themselves with a bowl of punch ; t^ 
DurkeftudFox might take tlieir chance foC 
being known beyond the House that they bil 
fipuken at all. Thua, if Owen grew tired, t 
hail only to ro away, and add next morning iW 
" ilie meeting seiiarated at a late hour, bigl'if 
i;ralified," &c. &c. Again, the old London » 
prirlers did not like having to work three nrg!i» 
kiffclher, and gave themaelvea a holiday n 
W'cdnesdayH, In like manner, Friday bcinj " 
husy day with Owen, lie might hare skipped ow 
;ill Friday doings, and have allowed a dw' 
tilL'iite to rest on 'whatever happened on tlm 
imliicky day. He hud been rather rougljif 
Iriiitcd by one of the opulent friends ofiK 
I\I<elianics' Institution; and, if he Lad not bw 
li^u hunest, he. might have omitted a lundrtJ j 
juiticca which he printed of this gentle mio's f 
/^o:iloii3 exertions for the good of the toivn; «' 
hnw made nonsense of the sentiments he ulleici 
r-r Ijave taken case fca\. \\\4 wataa should Mit 
iriiiiiin upon recoiii.B\^^«'\.Q';^\\\«««.-^ ,^-i^l 
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7 leporlers are the failhfiil or luifaitiiful compilera. 

2 This is the way that Mr. Windham's hght wa» 
liiil uader a bushel for a whole session, when he 
was most conscious of iiis own brilliancy, aiid 

* most eager to illumine the public. He bad 
' oirendeJ the reporters ; and lo punish him, the 
' people of Great Britain were kept in the dark. 

■( Besides the temptalion which lie bad in com- 
^ mon with them, — that of Buppressing through 
•j pique and prejudice, — Oweri was sulijected to 
** another. Again and again wna he insulted by 
?* Ihe offer of a bribe, or by an attempt at intimi- 

f liation. One day, when he had been reporting 
^ ill court, Mr. Arruther crosseil over to him, and 
■' with a dubious manner, between shyness and 
*^' cundesceusion, asked him to drop in and take a 
■^ glass of wine with I>im at his inn, that evening, 

' lu he had sometlnng lo say to him. 
^^ Oiven had never used any disguise as to hia 
-• opinions of Mr. Arruther's parliamentary con- 

' duct; and lie therefore believed that if llie gentle- 
Hi man bcstoweil any thoughts on him at all, they 
■i could scarcely be very affectionate ones. Ha 
^d was surprised, of course, at finding himself rc> 
■^ ceived ivith as much cordiality as a person of 
■V little sensibility could throw into his manner. 
** The nine on the table was excellent ' the invita- 
■tf tions to partake of it 1 enrtv a d the object 

* of the invitation presently d Bclose 1 

^> Mr, Arruther could not co ce o hy Owen 
^ I troubled himself to report all he 1 v j roceedinQ;a 
fc that look place in the co rt Md ■^ o1 VKtowi. 
i^ couM intcreat none but U \ai;\ ea cwwcx'wA 
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What iiiLil tlie public to do, for inetAtU 
cousin Ellen's quarrelii whli him 
moiher's projierty? Where was 1 
printing Uw-Buita,— dull things to re 
were tiresome to manafie ? Owen en^ 
liis hueinesK was to report. It was Ui 
the reaiiers of the paper what they vn 
ilull, and what they clioae to conarder^ 
4de. Hu iindiTWoinl from his emplo; 
futt of the pajier was more narrow! 
thnn the law reports ; and t his was not 
Ai it was by meanB of tliese law rei 
that a great number of persons could 
rate iiiforination respecting the lawi 
they were anbject. If he were oblige 
the reprenentaiinnB made to him a 
should be Itftout of the piper, there v 
be nothing left in it : for there were ft 
intelligence that it was not the wis! 
person or another to conceal : but, if 
cliooae what particular department 
omitted, it should certainly be almost 
than the law-reports. Other kinds c 
tion had some chance of Iravellingf 
some different means ; but the newsp 
almost the only guides of the subjects t 
as to their duty lo the State. He kne 
Arruther was of opinion that the ] 
nothing to do with the laws but to ( 
but peojilc could not well obey the 
out knowing what tlii^y were: so that 
IJier, wlio wisUei\ tW V,\w* Vi t«. tjbev 
.nol grudge the veov^e^VeXwxV \;n%-^" 
of tJiein througViV\vei\cws\'4V^t*. 
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' "Then, pray," said tlie gentleman, " do not 
cut short that cause about Thirlaway's road, that 
kept us all waiting such a confounded time this 
morning. Give it all ; let them have every line 
of it ; and if you find it likely to fill your paper, 
you can leave out my affairs, to make room for 
it." 

*' I hope to be able to manage both, sir. The 
leading arguments on each side of all the caused 
tried this morning can be offered without trans- 
gressing our limits.*' 

" Better print the other entire. Do you know, 
Mr, Owen, 1 will give you a shilling a line to see 
how complete a thing you can make of it, provided 
you leave out mine to make room." 

" You do not know the person you have to 
deal with, Mr. Arruther. A man cannot be a 
reporter for a twelvemonth without knowing 
something of the practice of • feeing the fourth 
estate,' as people say. I am upon my guard, sir, 
I assure you ; and the less you say on this head 
the better, for your own sake." 

•* On your guard I Bless me ! What an ex- 
pression, — as if I had said anything wrong 1 Do 
you suppose I do not know the customs of your 
craf^ ? Till the management of a newspaper 
becomes a less expensive affair than it is at pre- 
sent, I do not know what better plan there can be 
than making out the pay of reporters for what 
they bring to the compositor, by letting them take 
fees for what tliey suppress. Such a custom is 
so convenient to all parties, that Iy^qxAki -aX^wsx 
pretending to dislike it,*' 
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" When you call it convenient to all piflia 
sir, you seem to forget the prinHpai patty wo- 
ciirned. However It may be witli the propnrtx 
of the paper, and willi the reporter, ani) ihw 
wlio lender the fee, it is not very convetiienl » 
tljc public that their aupply of information li"""^ 
depend ori the length of a few purses, «lii»' 
owners may wish to make private certain of tiis 
proceeding whidi ought to be public. It p>>! 
prove convenient to some of your conMitwW 
8ir, if not to you, that it should be known twS! 
how you etand in thai cause which was tnnlli* 
morning, his nlwaya convenient to eleclM* 
know as much aa they can learn of the ch"B* 
uf their represeittativee. 1 believe that I b** 
iKi right to keep back such information ; anJ^ 
irpiirt wi'l therefore appear to-morrow, at tl"'! 
s;uiie length as is generally allotted to causa'* 

l\Ir. Arriilher explained in vain how fv^'" 
larlv provoking his mother's wiii had been: ^' 
iiiip'xpected it was that his cousin Ellen iti*'! 
luiv-e been stirred up to Bue him ; how liltle !*! 
Ill' had till this morning of the extent tuwbi^l 
lii-i lawyer had deceived him about the merlBM 
lii-^ own case; how glad he should be ^'^l 
«'li(jle could now be dropped and privaleh*'i 
i;iiii.W ; and, finally and especially, how IW" 
till- public had to do with whether he tried Wlite 
lii-i ?jiother'a propertv, or quietly let itgotoW, 
lio'iy elae. It was in vain that he urged all^A 
Owen could iiol ftce ■«\i^ kk-j *A "^mssr cowitlf* 



the renders of the paper woulii derive from llie 
* knowledge of Mr. Airuther'a proceedings. That 
^ this gentleman had a bud cause to maintain 
g miglit he a very sufficient reason for his present 
f CondescetiMon, and lor his offering to double and 
ft treble his bribe ; but it aflurded the strongest pos* 
4 Bible iiiducemenl Lo Owen to publish the whole, 
II for the guidance of those who had it in iheir 
(J power to withdraw this unworthy man from piib- 
il lie life. Mr. Arruther grew angry when all ihe 
" offers he could make for the suppression of the 
) report were simply declined. 
I '■ I do not know, sir, what has made you my 
I CDBinyi" he observed. " IJut you are my enemy, 
I tir. Don't deny it. Do you ihink I am not 
I itware of whnt you have done, first in trying to 
I deprive me of the support of tlie editor of the 
r ' Western Star ; ' and, when you could nol suc- 
I cseed in liiat, in exposing me privately wherever 

you could?" * 

) " How do you use the word ' privately,' Mr. 
t Arruther ? If you mean ihal I have whispered 
I'lbings lo your disadvantage, or used any kind of 
; secrecy in what 1 have said, you are mislahen. 
I If you mean that I have printed nothing against 

you, you are quite correct ; but the reason is, 

that I have not had the power. If there had 
» been any independent newspaper in the district, 
I where 1 might have said what you allude to, it 
I would have saved me the trouble of writingmany 
I letters, and have enabled me to do my duty much 
I more effectually than it has been done. U '^o^i 
. feel voiirself ajigrieved from l\ie ftawie c»»»"-. ^ 
pou deehe an ojiportuiiily of jm\jiiuV'j ck««»>S>'^'*T 



stances of the time will allow." 

**Not I. AVe have too many new: 
already. I shall not countenance the set 
of any more.** 

" Too many already/' repeated Owen, 
as his eye fell on a little table on which la; 
or eight newspapers, received this momii 
destined to be replaced by the same : 
to-morrow. '* Too many ! That depe 
how they are divided. Perhaps you for; 
that while Members of Parliament hav< 
or eight to themselves every day, the 
seven or eight thousand people who i 
one paper, and seven or eight millions 
sons who never see one at all. You n 
yourself ready for your morning ride 
you have half got through such a pile 
pers as lies there, and may find it a t 
part of your duty to read so much politic 
day ; but if you steal into the dark bye-p 
a town like this, and hear what people s 

\n(r in ihpir icrnnrnnro ncrnin'^f- V»pm->.'> 
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paper, you will presently loae ihe fancy that we 
liave luo many newspapers already." 

" Too many by that one copy you spoke of, ii] 

my opinion, Mr. Owen. The people in Arne- 

sida did very well without any newspaper when I 

' was & hoy, I remember. I wish you had been 

pleased to consult me before you took such a 

Blep as sending them one. You aliould know 

' better than to fall into the propensity of the time, 

^ for pampering the common people. You talk as 

wisely as anybody about putting gin in their way, 

" and 1 do not see that they want news any 

more than gin. That was one of the few good 

*' things my motlier used to say. When some 

*' complaint came to her ears about the price of 

^ newspapers, she asked whetlier anybody thought 

^ any liarin of taxing ginj and whether the com' 

' mon people could not do without news as well as 

- ' without spirits. She was right enough, for once, 

* The common people can do without news. News 

t* is a luxury, as somebody said." 

•' " O, yes. News can be done without ; and 

» BO can many other things. You may lock a man 

W inlo a house, and he will still live. You may 

* darken his windows fram the sun at noonday, 

' and the stars at night, and he will still live. You 

W may let in no air but wiiat comes down the 

■ chimney, and he will still live. You may chain 
P liim to the bed-post, you may stuFI' his ears, and 
^ cover his eyes, and tie Ida hands behind him, and 

■ he can ' do without ' the use of hia limbs and his 
i< Benses, and of God's noblest works: hut it waa 
y dwt for this, titat Gud seat hk ma on iu courso, 
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and set ttie slara rolling in their splrnea, wi 
freiihened the breezy hills, and gave musclealo 
our atrong limbs, and nervcM to our dcliuie 
organs. He di<] not make hie beauuful nutU 
tliat one might walk abroad on it, while a tbuu- 
sum] are shut into a daric ilungeon. Neillirnliii 
lie give men the curii)»ity with which they waKi 
and listen, and the imagination with which tlit* 
wander forth, and the reason with which ihty 
meditaie' among his ivorka, that the one mijihtl* 
balBed, and tlie others fettered and enfwbH 
And what does any one gain by such tynnm' 
Dues the sun ihine more hrigblly when a mat 
thinks he has it all to himself, than when liK 
reajierB are merry in the field, and the chlMra 
lire running afler butteiflies in the meadofi 
Would Orion glow more wajeBtically to any W 
nniti if he could build a wall up to the l>i^ 
lit'iiviin, and stop the march of the conBtellatlM, 
mid part it off, that common eyes might not W 
Mpoii it '! If not, neither can any one gain ii| ' 
shiiUing up that which God has made as comnvi i 
tu the race as the lights of his firmamenl, m | 
the winds which come and go as he wills. Ti»^ I 
word 'news' ia a little word and n comu"* 
»'tii-d ; but it means all that is great as the T^ | 
3nlC3 of llie day, and holy as the march of i" i 
slurry night, it is llie manifestation of mu- 
most freshly compounded emotions, the reconi'-* 
liia most recent experiences, and the revelation'' 
(JiHi'a latest providences on earlh. Are these ihiti' 
li> he. kept from the many by the few, under ll< 
iiolioij th.it thny are property? Are these ibite 




1 now to be doled out at tlie pleasure, and to suit 
. tlie purposes of an order uf men, as the priests of 

Catiiolic countries measured out tlieir tliimlile- 

2 full of tlie w&tera of life, in the name of him who 
E opened up the spring, and invited every one that 
S thirsted to come and drink freely ? To none haii 
^ authority been given to mete out knowledge, 
' . according to their owd sense of fitness, nny 

more than to those priests of old ) but un all is 
imposed the religious duty of providing channels 

* by which the vital streams of knowledge shall 
^ be brou^rht to every man's door. If, in this day, 

my man who seeks to be a social admin istratoi 

* desires that the few should cover up llieir reaer- 
~ voirs lest they should overllow for the refresh* ' 

ment uf the many, it is no wonder if his cistern 

* grows BO foul as to make him question in right 

* earnest at last, whether there be not something . 
**i more jioisonous in the draught than in gin 
? itself; and much that is perilous in the cager- 
^ nexB of (lie crowd who rush to lap whatever can- 

* not be prevented from leaking out." 

"J " You mean to say thai our universities are 

* fouled reservoirs, I suppose f It would become 
" you to speak more modestly till you have been 

* there." 

* "I know nothing of what is within the uni- 

* versities, further than by walchjng what comei 
^ out. The vague idea that 1 have of the know- 
'J ledge that pervades them is perhaps as reverential 
^ as you, or any other son of such an institution, 

* can desire : but I own that my reverence would 
2 ba mora unleat anil afi<9cliuiMt« if i could bm j 



"I judge by what I see. When men 
next thing is to communicate ; especi 
by communicating they lose nothing 'tl 
But i^ is not so in this case. What 
universities done towards showing tl 
and holiness of knowledge, as the mosl 
and the highest blessing which God haf 
the living and breathing race of inan 
have the universities done to diffuBe ' 
treasures into every corner of the Ian 
have they applied their knowledge to 
promotion of the happiness of the stat 
ing their doors to all who would come 
vering or sanctioning the best principle 
lation and government, countenancing 
private virtue, and being foremost in 
and enforcing whatever might fulfil the 
poses of knowledge by making the 
number of rational beings as wise and 




luxury is reserveil lo jiamper ihe fow while llie 
many starve." 

" 1 do not Bee much starving in liie case, when 
we have iiot only too many regular newspapers, 
but Hcores of unstamped publications, wbieh cir- 
culate, their scores of thousanils each. PreciuiiB 
slufl' for your common jieopie to batten upon !" 

" When we once come lo the question of qua- 
lity, sir, tlieie may be less lo be said than about 
quantity, la Uiere anything here, — or here."— 
taking up the " John Bull" and the " Age," 
" that will make the public wiser and better than 
they would become by reading the ' Twopenny 
Treat' or the ' Poor Man's Guardian.' That there 
ia any such 'precious stuff' for readers to battea 
on is the fault of those who, by keeping up oDa 
Bewspaper monopoly, have created another." 

" What new monopoly, pray i And whivt public 
would ever endure two monopolies of the same 
article .' " 

'' There are two publics to suffer by the two 
monopolies. Wliile the tax-gatherers Uke live> 
pence out of every seven-pence that is given for 
A newepiiper ; while the practice of advertising is 
so kept down by the duty as to deprive the pro- 
prietors of their legitimate profits ; while a eapi- 
liil of between tliirty and furly thousand pounds 
is required to conduct a good daily paper, no 
journal will or can be honest, cheap, and success- 
ful ; and the middle classes, who can afford to see 
only one paper, will suffer by the lung-eslablislied 
mouupoly of tlie old journals. While men oC 
more vfit than capital are teia]^\£^ o^ 4.\v*«v ^si 



while illegal ones may be had for two-p< 
Have you seen any of these illegal publicat 

'^ Yes. Precious stuff! Falsehoods in 
sentence ; blunders in every line ; as any o 
chose might show in a minute." 

'* Unfortunately, no one will choose it, 
present state of affairs. It must be easy ' 
to controvert any publication so bad as ] 
scribe ; but the opportunity is not allowed, 
falsehoods and blunders are crammed do 
people's throats, and no one can unchok< 
because the law interferes to prevent the 1 
culation of opinions. I know of a young 
Ameside who actually believes that all 
manufacturers make it a principle and a ] 
to oppress and worry their workmen, i 
all rulers study nothing so regularly and 
ously as how to wring the hearts of the 
number of people. He reads this (ai 
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vented liis being wise? He ha3 sliowii Iiia 
(lispoailion to become so by his eagerness after 
Bueli reading as he can obtain ; and if he has got 
so (at as to learn the strength of a bad argument, 
aliiH for those who step in to prevent liis getting 
farllier, and learning its weakness in the presence 
of a better ! If he cannot find sound political 
ieacliers, where lien the blame ? " 

" If yon had newspapers quite free, who do you 
suppose would write for the common people 1 We 
should be inundated with blasjihemous and sedi- 
tious publications." 

" When a man goes with his money in his 
hand to purchase a newspaper, do you think he 
is asked whether he is one of the common peo- 
ple .' And when newspajiers sell for the cost of 
production and a fair profit, who is likely to pro- 
duce the best, and sell the most, — the respecta- 
bto and educated capitalist, or the ignorant and 
needy agitator? When newspapers have fait 
play, their success will depend, 1 fancy, like that 
of other articles, on their quality; and I never 
yet heard of any instance in which any class of 
people failed to purchase the better article in 
preference to the worse, when both were fairly 
set before them. Moreover, I never heard of a 
»i!<e and kind government, whether of a single 
fiiniily, a city, or a nation, that did not desire 
rather than fear that its proceedings should be 
known and discussed." 

" Ah ! that shows how little you know of llie 
plague and miscliief of being talked u')«,^'ots©.. 
any business is in hand. U -^o^. "««vci V ■**" 
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I of those who have to transact aff» 

..inent, unit in our colonies, you woi 

vexed to laugh at the nonsense ll 

bout US. There is nothing tou i 

.lous to be credited. A pla^ 

.. -ongues that sjiread Bucli thing) 

ralher on tiie policy whicii all 

a be originated und to pass cu 

'. of the King's subjects at I 

s abroad, believe ali lliat ia i 

1 l^^.jrnment, and all chat ia rit 

•>.<, j.^ople, it seems time that tietter 

knowledge ahould be given to both. 

world lasts, social beings can never be 

discussing their rulers and their neighb 

if we are annoyed at their errors, the : 

ia not silencu liul tiulh. When iiewsj 

culate untaxed, and not tdl then, the 

an approach to a general understandii 

locial peace." 

" Vou are not exactly the person 
social peace, I iliink, Mr. Owen, wlie 
bent on setting me and my electors a 
by publishing my family quarrels, in s 
I can say." 

Owen did not clioose to reniain to I 
by further entreaties that lie would tal 
He rose, observing that tliis was a cas' 
he hail no more concern than witli a 
the Cabinet, and no more option th: 
nouncing an earthquake at Aleppo, 
reporter, and nuvliin^ more. If Mr. 
^jad anything iwUwt \a aa-j , \v^ -? 
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Iiis ap[)eal to the proprietora of the " Western 
Star." 

A few last words were vouchsafed to liicn before 
he left ihe room. Their purpose was lo assure 
him ihal if this report appeared, he need never 
apply to Mr. Arruther [for assistance, in case of 
his fool of a brother getting into any scrape, or 
lie himself ever being tried far libel, or any disas- 
ter, public or private, befalling him. If Owen 
gliouki, on consideration, decide to accommodate 
Mr. Arruther, that gentleman would see what he 
could do on any occasion when he might be of 
service. 




FAMILY SECRETS. 



Mr. Arhuxher'b evil bodings had had some 
ell'cct it) depressing Owen's spirits before he 
opened the following letter from liis mother, 
which lie found on the table of his little apart- 
ment when he reached his lodgings. Nurse's 
siiare of the correspondence with her son usually 
consisted of cheerful and loving messages, sent 
by some friendly mediator who might be likely 
to see Owen, or was about to drop him a line on 
business. Slie had never before sent a letter, 
but once ; and that was when the clergyman had 
stopped her in the churchyard, not only lo a-iW 
after all her children, but to pTu.v% ii,w«v aKK.«t4.- 
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tn^ to their respective deserts. On 
sion, nurse had gone straiglit to the sd 
attd asked him to give her a Beat besid 
while ahe told him what she wished to 
Owen. Theo, how had her matern: 
raised the blush on her cheek wliile 
the eiTurt to repeat t!ie clergyman's v 
how, while she looked round on the L 
the superior lamp, t}ie sanded 9oor 
shelf of books, did she assure herse 
old narrow cottage, with its brick floo 
as happy a place to so Tavoured a mui 
self! She now wrote under differe 
stances, as her letter will show. 

" Mv dear Son, 

" Tills leller doea not come out of 
room you know so well, as the last di 
your old teacher is so good as to 
writer. I have asked him to come 
me, though mine is but a poor placi 
with his. One reason is, that I di 
anybody to overhear what I am going- i 
and there is no fear of being overheat 
ns I am mostly alune of an evening. 
I feci the disadvantage of not beii 
write myself, — that I am obliged to ( 
to write what I have to say against m 
dren. Yet not against them, neilhe 
seems a hard word to say : but I me: 
iiave been loth anybody should know 
not altogether so \\a'f^'j &» we once 
could have let yowktiovj \V\ft axv^j ^^ 
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tbis. Tlie short of the matter ie, Owen, tliat 
Ambrose is in such a way that 1 cannot (ell what 
to wiy to liim next. He and Mr, Waiigh iiave 
beea (|uarrelljng sadly. It is not for me to say 
which U right ; and, to be sure, many of Mi 
Waugh's other workpeople have been doing Ui 
same Lhiiig : but all I know is tliat there were no 
such truublea before Ambrose joined the Lodge, 
as they call it ; and Mr. Waugh gives the same 
wages as before, and living is cheaper. I can 
only suy now that Ambrose is tramping about, 
bore and there, when work is over, and at timei 
when he used to be at home ; and that he it 
grown fond of show ; attending a brother's fune- 
s he called it, yesterday, ami thinking more 
I blue ribbons and the procession, I am 
afraid, than that a fellow-mortal was gone to his 
account. Indeed, he said in the middle of it 
that there is nothing like ceremony after all; 
1 not just wliat the Lord would have us 
[ tliink wlien he calls a brother away. I lay it all 
iRWspaper that Mr. Byan broughi ; and 
re that Mr. Ryan was taken up for selling 
is now in prison on that account. I little 
Ithought that a child of mine would ever have to 
\io with what was unlawful ; and I never would 
■lave looked at the pictures In this paper if I had 
lesscd wliat the justices would think: but Am- 
'as pleased with wliat Ryan did when ha 
en uji ; though folks suppose he will not 
out the sooner for it. He made a great 
^urish in the street, and crieil out, ' En^U!.l\«><t'«i-. 
■U you suffer this?' It n\a^« hv'j WWs. '«**■ 



within me to tliink that one that I I 
as an lionest man for «o many years t 
hia grey hairs into a prison ; and I ) 
Ijave believed that Ryan would do 
wrong. Ambrose says he has not, an 
up a rejoicing againut be comes out 
but the justices say he has ; and so < 
to think? But I wish your brotbt 
persuaded to give up thinking of ai 
uniph against the justices, when Ryat 
I tell him that it is no triumph, afkc 
tiering tliat Ryan will then have bei 
all the time that it was thought fit h< 
there. But the time is ]iaat when . 
raiDcied tliat I say ; though 1 ought 
plain, and do not; being aware, as I 
that 1 say little that is worth mind 
never had to say this of you ; and J 
mistaken if Ambrose be wiser than 
will be asking whether I comfort i 
Mildred. My dear, I can only aa 
Mildred is no comfort to me ; and 
me why, I can no more tell you whi 

over her than if I lived at L , 

I think, God lielp me ! that the poc 
me, — for never a word does she speak 
when she can manage to hold her to 
as sure as ever any neighbour goesoi 
us together, she is otf like a shot, a 
more of her till some third person is 
even if tliat does not happen till t 
rfiouhl be trn\^ i\ia,Qttu.l if a 
out the reaBoQ oS twAv ■i 
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iLan I can well bear, if it is not a sin lo aay ao. 
I try loeonifort myself, my dcnr boy, willi llilnk- 
ing of you who are nolJiing but a blessing 
to me. I try to be tliankl'uL, as in duty bound : 
but it BO liappens, while yuu are so far away, 
and llie others just before my eyes, or ex- 

rct«d home every moment and not coming, 
cannot be comforted as it is my duty to 
be. It is another trouble lo find the ncighboiirB 
not what they were to me. Farmer Mason would 
not let me go and nurae hiawife yesterday, ill as 
abe is, and with nobody to watch her properly of 
a iiisbt. He snid liis cattle had pined of late, 
and he had lost all hia fowls ; looking at me, just 
SB if 1 could linve lielped liis loGses, when there 
JB nobody more sorry than I am that such mis- 
haps sliould have followed the fire that well ni^h 
mined him, so lung ago. And so it aeems with 
others who do not look friendly upon me as they 
did. Everything appears to be going wrong 
with everybody ; and we do not seem able lo 
comfort one another as we used to do. This is 
a sad saying to end with ; so 1 just add that Kate 
JeSery is the eame good girl, whatever changes 
come over olliers ; and I depend on her going on 
in her own right way, Vou will be glad to hear 
this ; and I hope you will not make yourself too 
uneasy about the rest: but I could not help 
opening my mind lo you, having always done ao 
before, and never with ao much occasion. And 
now I shall wish to know if you have anything 
to say upon this. He that holds the '^e.'^ \|X<a- 
niises to read me whateTei yoa itti'j ■«x&ei"*«t'^ 



teacher's accuracy in reading the lettc 
quested, or of his discretion about its 
but Owen had no intention of comi 
paper what he had to say. He must g 
Arneside, without delay, and see whc 
thing could be done to make the pe< 
. happier than they seemed to be at pre 
obtained leave to go down, the next ; 
and, in the meantime, got no sleep fo 
•of his mother's sorrows, and of the 
must pass before he could do anything 
them. 
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idge. He had helped to blindfold them> and 
i guide them through the mummeries which 
ere calculated to answer any purpose rather 
lan that of adding sanctity to an oath. The 
Tgon of the verse to be gabbled over, the dress* 
g up, the locking in, were more like the 
hristmas games of very young school-boys than 
le actual proceedings, the serious business of 
town men. Mummery has usually or always 
risen from an inconvenient lack of shorter and 
:ainer methods of explanation, and of facilities 
>r communication. This sort of picture-writing 

discarded, by common consent, wherever the 
*e8S comes in to fulfil the object with more ease, 
>eed, and exactitude. When Ambrose declared 
lat ^* there is nothing* like ceremony, after 
1," he testified that he belonged to a nation or 

class which is stinted in the best means of 
)mniunication, and kept in an infantine state of 
iiowledge and pursuiL If he had been growing 
p to a period of mature wisdom, like his bro- 
ler, lie would have U^ the brethren of his lodge 
lat there is nothing so childish as ceremony, 
her ail. To form into a lodge, or a company, 
r whatever it may be called, when a number of 
icn have business to do, is the most ready and 
nohjectionable method of transacting that busi- 
3SS ; but if the brethren cannot be kept in order 
id harmony without being amused by shows, 
* excited by mystification, they had far better 
i playing cricket on tbe green, than pretend to 
mai in conducting the serious slSsax^ q1 ^««^ 
ass. Much better would \V Vw^ \it««w Vst 
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AmbroSG to liave Leen playing cricket on 
green tliis evening, than frightening people eva 
more ignorant tlian liimeelf with death's heaia, 
horrible llireats, and oathi made up of tlie moit 
alarming words that could be picked out of llu 
vocabulary of unstamped newspapers. Mueii 
hatter would it have been for bim to have beta 
wading anything, — book, pamphlet, or nen*- 
paper, — than lo have sent his sister on euch U 
arrand as she was transacting on the hilU. 

Mildred was mwle, without her ovm know- 
ledge, a aervanl of the lodge, a meesenger frou 
all the discontented with whom Arabroae ml 
connected to all ihe diti contented in the iie&itL 
This trouble was imposed upon her because tte 
country folks were unable to read, and papervm 
dear, and advertisements were dearer still. Thj 
object was to bring people together toconsuliaj 
their fortunes, and the measures that should hi 
1 to mend them. Mr. Arruther wouHtiMJ 
Raid that it was well that so improper an objttf j 
■hoiild be frustrated by the absence of all aswl 
ance from the press: but Mr. Arruther migill 
have been told that there is no frustrating »wl 
an object ; and that the only effect of the p*l 
not beingconcemed in it was, that the sumitgll 
bore a very different character from what it woJl I 
have had, if there had been perfect freedom ^ I 
communication. In a newspaper, the noliij 
would have been that people were to meet M 
iuch a spot, at such an hour, and for such nil 
inch a purpose. Ka «. -mm, Wl^^ was sofl 
'ding over tlie hiUs, 6\iwen\v% N-^Virwa^w.'^^ 
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overtook tier, as if it must bring something 
dreHiifiLl ; starting if slie fuuud any one awaiting 
her at tlie appointed places, and trerabling if it 
was herself tliat must wait; and faltering or 
gabbling in equal terror, as slie delivered the 
circular which was to be carried forwards by 
those whom she iiiel ; the circular being ai 
iblluws: — 

' Meet on Arneford Greeo, 

Six and seven betireen. 

Bring words as Kliarp as licUss, 
To cut tbe throats 
Of geiitlefolkn, 

That rob ihe poor of viecuali. 

Hungry guti nod empty puna ' 

IMuy be lieicer, can't be worse." 
The ])olitical wisdom of the district had disco- 
vered that all was going wrong williin it. Far- 
mer Mason's live stock was dying off, and his 
wife had been long confined lo lier bed with some 
grievous ailliction. Neighbour Green's dog had 
gone mad, and had been very near biting some 
children tliat were playing in the road. The 
wheat on Ihe uplands looked gioorly ; and the 
raill-atreani was dry; so tlial many of Mr. Waugh'a 
workpeople were out of employ. It must be a 
very bad government that allowed all this to 
happen at once, some people said ; but there were 
nriany who hinted that the blame did nut all rest 
with the Government, and that there was one 
person who might some day prove to have liad 
more lo do with those disasters than everybody 
liked to say. This hint had gonetlia nl^i'iA^wA 
become toDji^&eA ia '»» c«utw, v^ tx. '««a "^^^^ J 



witcheries. 

The affair had been brought to a crisi 
evening, when Mildred was delivering h 
lar on the hills. She was expected and 
wait for. Suddenly she fell in with a pj 
would not let her proceed till she had be< 
on her knees to tell all she knew of her : 
proceedings, of the nature of her int 
with her black cat, and of the uses of th 
rious apparatus which now filled her c 
as well as the shelf. The girl knew no 
what she was required to ^confess ; but 
what she could to please her tyrant; 
poured out all the nonsensical fancies, 
absurd suspicions, which had been act 
ing in her ignorant mind from the dayi 
childhood till now. The sum total proi 
more satisfactory than the party had exp 
There was now but one thing to be done. 
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ctsely what kind and degree of iiiHuence she had 
exerted over poor Mrs. Arruther ; for it was not 
to be forgotten how the lighming had split 
ihe tree beside the iady'a monument, the last 
tiling before it lired Farmer Mason's barn. 

^VhiIe all this was passing, nurse had dis- 
missed the good-natured schoolmaster, and had 
looked after him from the door, shading her 
candle with her apron, till she could sec him iiO 
longer; and had, sat domi, tvith a sigh at her 
loneliness, to mend one more pair of stockings 
for Ambrose, to take the chance of one or other 
of her childreQ coming home for the night. She 
had nearly given the matter up when she tliought 
she heard a little noise outside the door. As 
she looked up, she saw a very white face pressed 
dose to the window, and looking in upon her. 

" Come in 1 Wiio's there ? Lift up the 
laluh and come in, whoever you are," cried Bhe; 
who, having never wished liarm lo any human 
being, had no fear of receiving harm from the 
Lands of any. " My girl!" exclaimed she, ai 
Mildred stood on the threshold, looking uncer- 
tain whether to set foot in the cottage, or to re- 
treat, " My dear, ye are right enough to coma 
home to a warm bed to-night. It will be but a 
chilly night for sleeping beside the fold, if that 
is really what ye do when ye don't come home. 
I've been looking for ye, my dear; so, come in; 
and shut the door, and see what supper I've been 
keeping ready for ye. Why do ye keep Blandin|f 
outside in that way, Mildred V 

As uurse sat at the laUc, XooVmit ww "^ 



aclee, with her candle on one a 

II the other, drowsily opening : 

t, as if quite at ease, there s< 

.„^ ling which prevented Mildti 

vantiug a step towards the party. ^ 

in a shrill tone, 

" They're coming." 

Who was coming, — whether A 
the brethren from the lodge, or the 1 
Turks, or any people more to be 
could not be aecerlained. All that 
out of Mildrud was, " They're con 
door was still standing wide, the pai 
proceeding, when they came. 

A night of horrors followed ; ht 
were once perjictratpd in llie metro; 
of mighty empires ; and tlifn di:sc{ 
fcrior towns; and then were bani 
country ; and now are seldom lo b 
even in the remotest liaunts of igno 
Buch horrors are not vet extinct, 
iacrifice of nurse Ede, o'thers, perha 
leas and kind of heart, have met a f; 

During the whole of the dreadful i 
lence and torment, tlie n^other ca 
children. As if they had all been 
implored them to bear witness as 
life had been, and to save her from 
tors. She had reared lier sons wi 
watchfulness, from tlie time that thei 
could only grasp her finfjer, up n 
slrengtli which ni\'j\\i.\ia.Ne t'\icd U 
Oiven was far awa.y, iieao\\w% ^^ 
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as for Ambrose, his face was never seen, all 
tliat night. Mildred was present, — Btanding io 
lier mother's view during all those fearful hours j 
but the call on her was also in vain. She stood 
staring, with her arms by her sides, and her hair 
on end, only wincing and moving back a little 
when her mother's appeals to her became par- 
ticularly vehement. This was the child who had 
been the object of as fond parental hopes as had 
ever been shed over the unconscioiisness of in- 
fancy. Hers was the arm which was to hav^ 
been her mother's support to church on Sabbath 
days. Hers were the hands which were to 
have relieved her parent of the more laborious 
of their homely tasks. She it was who should 

(have enlivened the day with her cheerful industry, 
and amused the evening with the intelligence 
which nurse had done her best to put in the way 
of improvement. This was the child ! And 
I iliis was the contrast which flitted through hef 
. unhappy mother's mind as she was dragged past 
I Mrs. Arruther's monument, and.taunted with the 
I memory of ihat poor lady. 

I Mrs. Arruther and she were both unhappy as 

I mothers. The child of the one was as destitute 
I (whatever might be his scholarship) of all the 
I knowledge which is of most value in the conduct 
I Biid embellishment of life, as these his despised 
I neighbours; and -the protracted torment which 
I he caused his parent might, in its sum, equal 
that which nurse was enduring to-night. Tlie 
crowning proof of his substautal \^wwwaK.«i '«^»* 
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Ilis desire and endeavour to keep othen 
stale uf darkness of whicb the deeds of itv 
were eome of the results. There vrilL be n 
molliers bo wreiclied as Mrs. Arraiher a 
nuise »lien mothers themselves shall km 
to give tlieir cbililren true knowledge ; ar 
their cliildren (shall have access to ih- 
koowledge witliout hindrance and withoi 
sure. 

One thrilling sound of complaiut at lai 
trated the chamber of the clergyman ; 
consequence, nurse was presently in ber o 
attended upon by Kate Jeffery, vihile 
sat in a corner of the cottage, Uaring as 
She lei Kate bring her to tlje bedside, w 
partnt's unquenchable trndernesa v^os I 
up once more ; but the girl was pitiably s 
what lo sav, and bow to conduct liersi'If. 

'■ I never did, my dear ; if you will l>el 
last words I shall ever speak. I never 
thought of duing such inings as thev aa' 
them ao, when 1 am g<iiie ; will you ? C 
them what I said. O iVIildred, cannot y 
mise me even that much ?" 

" She is mazed," said Kate Jeffery, in 
of her old play-fellow. " She will come 
and -by." 

" i wish I was mazed, if it be not thai 
say so," muttered nurse. "But it wi. 
over soon. Well : it is God's will that 
Owen is so far from me at tbis time.*' 

She litUe gue*.aei \vi>« ^tiv, Uer bc 
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^ould be standing where Kate was now. But, 
lOon as it was, it was too late for nurse. 

It was indeed a withered and haggard cheek 
[as niurse once anticipated) that her children 
ooked upon as they watched hei rest; — ^not her 
>reathing sleep, but her last long rest Owen 
nust have been quite overthrown by meeting 
tuch a shock on lus arrival, or he could never 
lave spoken to Mildred as he did. He upbraided 
ler for the stupidity with which she had given 
tar to the ridiculous falsehoods which had been 
latched against one of the most harmless 
vormen that had ever lived : falsehoods that any 
{hild in L ■ would have been ashamed to be 
laked to believe. But it was impossible that 
kitldred, or any one else, could have really credited 
(uch things. It could have been only a pre- 
ence 

'^ No ; no pretence," Kate interposed to say. 
* There would have been no malice, if tiiere had 
lol been profound ignorance. No one could 
lave helped loving nurse, and doing nothing but 
^ood to her, up to her dying day, if it had but 
)een known why and how she practised her art ; 
md that no woman has really the power, by 
prayers and charms, of stopping mill-streams 
ind maddening dogs." 

*^ How could I tell ?'' mournfully asked Mil- 

3red. "They all said I'm sure I thought 

,hey would have killed me first. They all said, 
ind they all think, that she was an awful and 
i wicked woman ; and what else.co>3\4 \>\\\\^'\ 
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I'm sure I never ilurst toucli her, or scarce anj- 
thiiiir that bIk had touched before me, afiei wIjiI 
Maude Hallow el I told me," 

"Vou art! out of your mind, I think," said 
Owen, bitterly. "To talk aa you do, and eiie 
lying there !" 

" And if Mildred was out of her mind, Mr. 
Owen," said Kate, in a low voice. " h she \o b* 
taiiLiled with it, as if it was lier fault ? I iliouW 
raiher say that slie lias very little mind ; far hsi 
seems to mc never to have grown since we ntB 
at the Sunday school together. Surely, Ht 
Owen, it 18 the narrow uiind that is least ablek 
help itself under foolish feais, and any harriUt 
fancy that may he riding it till it is \\e*n. 
Surely it is not merciful to taunt a mind thalii 
BO iiiiserahle in itself already." 

" Then I will not taunt her, Kate. It wiO bt 
sorrow enough to her, all her days, to have U 
jj.iss my mother's grave, and think liow she M 
sent there. Go, poor girl, and tell the derp- 
man that it is all over. Nobody shall hurt \a> 
I will Uke care of you. Nobody shall blame jm 
the blame shall rest elsewhere." 

" Where V asked the bewildered girl, as, ip' 
flurried manner, she tied on her bonnet to go >( 
the clergyman. "Wliat are you going low 

now, Owen ? Where wiiat did you S' 

last ?" 

"That nobody shall blame you, as I did ji^S 
row, for what has iiappcned to our mother. I' 
is lit) fault o£ ^Qwia, iWA':ed, any more llau' 
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n be called Ambrose's fiiult thai 



prison 

" Yes : he has been taken there (God knows 
iviiether according to law or noi) for the part ha 
has taken about swearing in the brothers at his 
Lodge. There he waB, poor fellow, when my 
mother was calling upon him in a way to break a 
heart of stone, they say." Owen sow the convul- 
sion which passed over his sister's countenance 
as he made this allusion ; and lie resolved to refer 
to that dreadful scene no more. "Whatever may 
be done with Ambrose, he has perished. Hia 
)ife'_is blasted, whether, as some suppose, he is 
sent abroad, or whether his punishment is to he 
worked out at home. How should he have 
known bettor ? The only bit of law he knew, ho 
learned by accident from a newspaper ; and 
when lie would have learned more, the only 
lesson- bo ok' he could get taught him wrong; 
and it could never liave taught him so wrong, if 
those which would have instructed him better had 
not been kept out of bis reach. The judge and 
gaoler arc to be his teachers now. Those lillle 
know what they are about who take pains, — for 
any purpose, — to hold men ignorant. If Ihey 
could keep the light of the sun from the earth 
with the thickest of clouds, they would do 
mischief enough in making the plants come up 
sickly, and the tall trees dwindle away, and 
reudtring every thing fearful and dismal, 
wherever wc turn : but all this \ata.\'n^\e^.^^■■i'S^■*a1^ 



cotnpareil with the practice of keeping 
withuiit the light which God has pro' 
it. This it is that brings discontent 
God, and bad paseions amoDg men ; ti 
to guilt to the careless, and long heart 
to the kindest and lieat ; and the fieicet 
ders as tlie eud of all. 0, mother 1 ib< 
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